REPORT FOR OTMOOR PARISH COUNCILS and LANGFORD VILLAGE
DECEMBER 2016
FROM Cllr Tim Hallchurch
My web site www.otmoor.co.uk
Peter Barker’s Otmoor Birds: http://otmoorbirding.blogspot.co.uk/
OAHS WEDNESDAY, 7th DECEMBER 2016: 8.00 p.m. – ISLIP VILLAGE HALL Dr. Ben Ford (Oxford
Archaeology) “The Westgate Project”. All welcome
Happy Christmas and a Prosperous New Year to all.

November has been a quieter month. On the County Council there has been considerable time
taken at the Health Overview Scrutiny Committee (HOSC) looking at aspects of the NHS and
especially the temporary closure of the Horton Hospital maternity department. The committee is
made up of not only county members, but also a member from each of the districts and city and
expert lay members. If you have concerns about health issues than remember that you can
attend any of the HOSC meetings that are notified on the OCC web site. You may also ask
questions or make comments provided you inform the committee clerk in advance. The HOSC
has only powers to scrutinise or to report to the Secretary of State but no powers to compel the
NHS to make any changes.
We had a short break in November to visit Berlin and Potsdam – I will put some pictures on
www.otmoor.co.uk – 2016-17 Blog.

I also attended the Lord Lieutenants Awards at Pembroke College where Tim Stevenson OBE
presented BEM medals to people from the county on behalf of Her Majesty and then his own
awards to members of the reserve forces and cadets.
There has been further discussion on the East West or Oxford to Cambridge Express
Way. We have received the following email from Highways England:
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Dear Stakeholders,
I am writing to update you on the progress made on the Oxford to Cambridge Expressway and
A1 East of England strategic studies.
I am pleased to tell you that we have today published reports on these studies alongside those
for the M60 North West Quadrant; Trans-Pennine Tunnel; and Northern Trans-Pennine.
These reports can be accessed here: https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/roadinvestment-strategy-post-2020
The Oxford, Milton Keynes and Cambridge corridor is an incredibly important area for our
economy and the study has identified a strong case for intervention, which is supported by the
National Infrastructure Commission. As you may have seen, the Chancellor of the Exchequer
announced in his Autumn Statement that an additional £27 million is being made available to
undertake further development of the Oxford to Cambridge Expressway.
The A1 in the East of England is also important, but faces some distinct challenges. Our work to
date has shown that there is a case for intervention here, but the solutions are not clear cut. We
plan to undertake further analysis to understand the most appropriate solutions to address the
problems and will consider how this is progressed in the context of the wider evidence base that
is emerging for the second Road Investment Strategy.
We plan to hold a stakeholder meeting early next year where we will outline the findings and
next steps for both studies. We will be in contact soon with details of this event.
If you have any questions regarding the studies please do not hesitate to contact Paul Hersey in
my team at: Paul.Hersey@dft.gsi.gov.uk
Yours faithfully,
Philip Andrews
Deputy Director, Future Roads, Department for Transport
There is a lot of detail on the government web site
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/road-investment-strategy-post-2020
There is nothing new about routes that I covered last month. Basically nothing has been
decided.

Message from Stella Whyte about the Bicester to Oxford railway:
NOTIFICATION OF WORKS UNDER RAILWAY POSSESSION BETWEEN MILL LANE, ISLIP
VIA WOLVERCOTE TO CANAL BRIDGE, NORTH OF OXFORD (28 NOV-10 DEC 2016)
Owing to the driver training now operating on the railway line and restrictions around access to
the railway, we are carrying out some overnight works under railway possession (this means that
we have control of the railway for the period, with no operational trains on the line, and are using
plant that is only available to us at certain times).
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We will be tamping (compacting) the ballast on this section of line between the hours of 10pm
and 8am from Mon 28 November – Sat 3 December and again from Mon 5 – Sat 10 December
2016. In addition, we will be moving the tamper into place overnight on Sun 4 December 2016.
We are unable to specify where exactly the tamping will take place each night but we should not
be in any single location for a significant time. While these essential works can be noisy, every
effort will be made to keep any other disturbance to a minimum.
These works will ensure that we are able to reopen the line for operational train services as
planned on the 12 December 2016.
I hope this information is helpful and we apologise for any inconvenience these essential works
may cause, and for the last issue of this notification. If you have any additional questions or
concerns, please do not hesitate to contact us via our project helpline 0800 9788 233 or
helpdesk@bicestertooxfordcollaboration.com.
Best Wishes
Stella
SWhyte@rsk.co.uk
Islip Rail Timetable for trains to London
As residents are now aware, the winter timetable means that early trains will not be stopping at
Islip for passengers travelling to London. I have been in touch with NR and have received the
following letter (that has also been sent to some Islip residents)
Dear Councillor Hallchurch,
Thank you for your telephone call yesterday regarding the forthcoming changes to the train timetable at Islip. I
subsequently noticed that you had contacted our Customer Relations team via our web site. This email (which has
also been sent by post as a letter) is the promised follow up confirmation to our conversation and is also a
response on behalf of our Customer Relations team.
The new timetable sees the introduction of the first direct trains between London Marylebone and Oxford, the
culmination of the Evergreen 3 Project. Any new timetable will inevitably require balanced compromise decisions
to be taken, so that customer desires, operational requirements and our own commercial targets are as closely intune with each other as possible. The latest changes to the timetable have arisen primarily by the need for us to be
able to access available platform slots at Oxford station without adversely affecting the overall performance of the
railway, while also remaining compliant with the Passenger Service Requirement (“PSR”) for each station (the train
service that is detailed in our Franchise Agreement).
It is fair to say that we have received a reasonably large volume of correspondence following the launch of a
coordinated campaign within the village regarding the new timetable. While we have (or will) respond individually
to every correspondent, it is natural and inevitable that many of our replies will be similar to each other.
In the morning, the train that forms the current 0703 service from Islip to Oxford Parkway will, in future, leave
Bicester Village 29 minutes earlier than it does at present. The train will then run to Oxford from where it will have
to shunt via Hinksey (south of Oxford), before forming the 0720 train back from Oxford to London Marylebone.
With the exception of a scheduled freight train, no other train will then pass along the line towards Oxford until
the 0718 departure from Islip.
Last winter the connecting train from Islip was not particularly reliable. The principal cause of the reduced
punctuality has been removed (a southbound overtaking move in the High Wycombe area) and we are satisfied
that the timekeeping of the revised 0718 to Oxford Parkway should be robust. I am however unable to confirm
that the connection into the 0725 Silver train will be guaranteed.
Unfortunately, when we came to develop the final timetable for train services from London Marylebone through
to Oxford, we found that it was necessary for us to remove the Islip call from the 1750 departure from
Marylebone. This is because the length of the train, and track capacity constraints at Oxford, means that the train
has to be scheduled to arrive at Oxford at a particular time. If the train were to arrive more than five minutes later
than scheduled, access to the platforms at Oxford will not be permitted and the train will eventually arrive at
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Oxford over 20 minutes late. That would be deeply undesirable for those on the train, commercially unacceptable
to us and would also likely delay the arrival into Oxford of the following 1818 train from London. As the Islip call
would have delayed the train’s arrival into Oxford by three minutes, the performance risk was simply too great for
us to accept.
The 1818 departure from London faces very similar constraints at Oxford as the 1750, and as mentioned above,
must arrive into Oxford on time.
Following receipt of the first letters from villagers at the beginning of the month, we reviewed the options
available to us and decided to add an additional call at Islip to the 1929 train from Oxford Parkway. This means
that Islip customers will be able to catch the 1818 train to Oxford Parkway (arr 1916) and connect into the 1929
departure from there, arriving back into the village at 1932. I appreciate that this is perhaps not ideal, but the
reality is that for our longer trains we cannot risk losing the arrival and departure platform slots at Oxford station.
I have attached a summary sheet that shows every train journey opportunity from Islip – To account for the fact
that many journeys require travel via Oxford Parkway, each column should be read independently from the top.
In addition to the change we have made to the 1929 departure from Oxford Parkway, we are happy to arrange for
Islip residents who are season ticket holders to be able to park free of charge at Oxford Parkway – the precise
method of working and details of this arrangement will be formulated over the coming weeks and communicated
individually.
We are keen to see customers from Islip using our services. However the commercial constraints under which we
operate the railway mean that we are unlikely to be in a position to further increase the number of trains that call
at the station. I confirm that the train service provided at Islip complies with our PSR obligations and, indeed
continues to exceed it in terms of the number of trains that call at the station. We will though always consider
whether we are able to make changes to the timetable that will improve the perceived ‘usefulness’ of individual
trains, and I confirm that we will do that as the timetable continues to evolve over time.

Yours sincerely,
Martin Howard
Customer Service Officer
Managing Director’s Office
The new timetable:

Islip Dec 2016.pdf

I am afraid that I do not have the power to change the timetable but I have asked the Deputy
Leader of Oxfordshire CC to write to NR on behalf of the county.
GENERAL OCC REPORT
KEEP WARM KEEP WELL
Pharmacies across Oxfordshire will be providing people with free thermometers this winter to
make sure their homes are warm enough to keep them well. Patients over 60 will be offered
information cards, provided by OCC, when collecting prescriptions that will remind them one of
the best ways to stay well during the winter is to stay warm, and advise them to have their home
heated to at least 18°C. The free hot water bottle shaped card also feature a thermometer to
test the temperature of their home to make sure it’s warm enough. People with concerns about
their heating bills will be advised to contact the Affordable Warmth Helpline on 0800 107 0044.
The free helpline provided by an independent charity and funded by local councils offers free
advice and guidance on reducing energy bills, heating homes efficiently and affordably, and
available grants and financial assistance. For more information or advice on how to keep warm
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and well this winter visit www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/keepwarm
PLANS FOR REGIONAL AGENCY TO IMPROVE ADOPTION SERVICES
OCC is developing plans to transform its adoption services by joining forces with neighbouring
councils. The aim is to create a Regional Adoption Agency (RAA) for the Thames Valley to
improve outcomes for both children and adopters – including the ability to match children with
families more quickly and improve support services for adopters. It follows a Government paper
setting out plans for all adoption services to be delivered through RAAs by 2020. OCC would be
the host authority within a partnership known as Adopt Thames Valley, alongside six other
councils (Bracknell Forest, West Berkshire, Windsor and Maidenhead, Wokingham, Swindon
and Reading) and two Voluntary Adoption Agencies (PACT and Barnardos). All partners have
begun work to develop the new shared service across the geographical area covered by the
councils. The Government has advised that a grant of £300K will be made available to help set
up the new service.
SHARED LIVES SERVICE RECEIVES GLOWING REPORT FROM INSPECTORS
Families across Oxfordshire who choose to share their lives and homes with adults in need of
social care have been given high praise by inspectors. The Shared Lives service in Oxfordshire
has been running for more than 25 years and involves those in need of care sharing the home
of Oxfordshire residents who have been trained and approved as “shared lives households”.
The Care Quality Commission inspected the service in Oxfordshire, which is managed, by OCC,
in early October. There were five key measures in the inspection judging whether the service
was safe, effective, caring, responsive and well-led and inspectors spoke to the county council,
shared lives families/households and those receiving care. In every single category the CQC
rated the Oxfordshire Shared Lives service as “good”. The service supports people across all
client groups from 16 upwards and the oldest person the scheme has supported was 103.
There are usually around 120 people using the service at any one time - about 70 people live
long term with Shared Lives Carers and the remainder have short breaks or a few hours support
during the day. Training and vetting is undertaken very carefully before people/families qualify to
become approved in the shared lives scheme.
OXFORD TRANSPORT CHARGING SCHEME STUDY TO BEGIN
A study is to be carried out to look at ways in which an ambitious package of transport
measures for Oxford could be funded. OCC's Cabinet has approved a report which gives the go
ahead for work to begin on an outline business case for a workplace parking levy scheme and
investigate the opportunities for a congestion charging scheme – the first step in a process that
will be kept under review and consulted widely on before any final decisions are taken.
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Rare Bittern I caught flying over Otmoor
Cherwell District Council
Tributes to former Cherwell District Council chairman
The leader of Cherwell District Council has paid tribute to a hard-working former chairman who passed
away this week. George Parish served as a Labour member for the Banbury Ruscote ward at Cherwell
between May 1990 and October 2012 when he stood down.

I took over from George when I became Chairman of Cherwell DC.
Mr Parish was elected the council's chairman during the municipal year of 2010/11. It was however, his
work outside of public office, spearheading the successful fight against the downgrading of services at the
Horton General Hospital that made him stand out. Cllr Barry Wood, leader of Cherwell District Council,
said: "The news of George's passing is a terrible blow. During his time at Cherwell he was a very
conscientious councillor and one that had great visibility within his ward. It is widely acknowledged that
he was the driving force behind the Keep the Horton campaign and his commitment to protecting local
services was a testament to his devotion to not only Ruscote, but Banbury as a whole. George earned the
respect of members from all political parties and received huge support from the residents he spent 22
years working to serve."
Mr Parish passed away on Saturday, 26 November.
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Cllr Sean Woodcock, leader of the opposition, said: "Everyone in Banbury will be feeling an immense
sense of loss at George's passing. He is rightly remembered as the man who saved the Horton Hospital.
For this, the town and wider area, took him to their hearts. This was not difficult. His innate warmth and
jovial character meant that he was, almost literally, friends with everyone he encountered. One of my
favourite stories that he told me was how it regularly took him three hours to complete his shopping
because of all the people who wanted to talk to him. He was, quite simply, Mr Horton Hospital. "
Reminder to countdown to TENs
People organising licensable festive celebrations are reminded they must obtain a Temporary Event
Notice (TEN) or risk having their event cancelled.
Landlords and owners of licensed premises who wish to extend their opening hours, and members of the
public organising events which include entertainment or the sale of alcohol, must apply to Cherwell
District Council for a TEN.
Cllr Tony Ilott, Cherwell's lead member for public protection, said: "Anyone planning an activity or event
that requires a TEN should make sure they apply in time to avoid the risk of having to cancel at the last
moment.
"The festive season is nearly under way so people need to act swiftly if they are planning activities such
as selling alcohol, serving food or providing entertainment to the public. Those who are unsure if they
need a TEN or who need help applying should call our licensing team."
A TEN is a legal requirement for events with fewer than 500 people which last up to 168 hours
(seven days). They are needed at any event where alcohol is sold, or at which there are: indoor
sporting activities, music, films, plays, dancing, entertainment, boxing or wrestling. Carol and
religious services are exempt.
Standard TEN applications must be submitted at least ten working days before the event in
question. Deadlines for the major festive dates are:
• Friday, 9 December for Christmas Eve, Christmas Day and Boxing Day
• Thursday, 15 December for New Year's Eve and New Year's Day
Anyone who requires a TEN but is unable to apply for one within this time should please contact
the Licensing Team on 01295 753744 for more advice.
Application forms can be completed online at www.gov.uk/temporary-events-notice or obtained
from the Licensing Team by email licensing@cherwell-dc.gov.uk or by phone on 01295 753744.
Seasonal stalls swing by Kidlington
Festive foods and precious presents will be on offer at the Kidlington Christmas market on Saturday.
Scores of traders will pitch their stalls at the yuletide shopping event, which takes place on 3 December.
The market is jointly promoted by Cherwell District Council and operator Sketts.
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It will be an opportunity to stuff stockings with everything from jewelry to Turkish delight, luxurious
cosmetics and artisanal woodwork. Shoppers will be able to stave off the winter weather with hot food
and drinks while they browse the stalls and listen to live music.
Cllr George Reynolds, Cherwell's deputy leader, said: "These markets bring together some of the best
traders in the region for what are atmospheric and truly special events.
"We all have that friend or relative who is a little bit difficult to choose a present for. The Christmas
markets are the perfect place to get into the festive spirit and be inspired by the gift ideas one might not
expect to find in a more commercial shopping environment.
"They are also a great place to stock up on gourmet produce for a delicious seasonal spread."
The market is also an opportunity to stock up with high-quality, locally made produce such as cakes, jams
and puddings. Music will be provided by Kidlington Concert Brass who will be performing from 11am to
2pm.
Council supports a focus on the crocus
Flowerbeds and roundabouts will adopt a purple glow next spring after Cherwell District Council
purchased 60,000 crocus bulbs in support of a charity campaign. Every year Rotary International in Great
Britain promotes the Purple4Polio campaign which aims to eradicate all worldwide cases of polio by
2019.
With support of Rotary Clubs in Banbury, Bicester and Kidlington, 60,000 crocus corms were planted
across the three areas to raise awareness of the campaign when they come into bloom in the spring next
year.
Cllr George Reynolds, Cherwell's deputy leader, said: "We are proud to be supporting local Rotary clubs
in the campaign to eradicate polio by taking part in the Purple4Polio initiative. Over the last few weeks
tens of thousands of corms have been planted across Banbury, Bicester and Kidlington which will help to
raise awareness of this campaign when they come into bloom next year.
The money used to purchase these corms will be spent on vital vaccinations and treatment to help make
polio a thing of the past. By supporting this project we have not only helped to brighten flower borders
across Cherwell, but more importantly we have helped to brighten and save the lives of people across the
world who are still at risk of this awful disease.
The 60,000 bulbs were distributed evenly across Banbury, Bicester and Kidlington and cost the council
£85 per 5,000 corms, equating to a total spend of £1,020.
The bulbs were planted at various locations across the three areas, including Spiceball Park car park in
Banbury, the Buckingham Road/ Skimmingdish Lane roundabout in Bicester and the Langford Lane
roundabout in Kidlington.
Officers from Cherwell's street scene and landscape team joined Rotarians from each of the three areas in
planting the corms, which will flower anytime from February.
For more information on Purple4Polio visit www.rotarygbi.org/rotary-turns-purple4polio
An extra recycling bin is not just for Christmas
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As households stock up for another festive season, the council is urging people to be prepared for the
leftovers.
From Monday, 28 November, Cherwell District Council will host a month-long sale of the blue recycling
bins which will cost a one-off fee of £18, saving residents £12 on the usual price.
Thousands of extra blue bins have been sold since Cherwell launched the recycling scheme in 2003, and
with Christmas just around the corner, the council wants to give residents more capacity to recycle paper,
cardboard, plastic, and cans.
The sale runs until Saturday, 31 December 2016, and throughout the month the district is expected to
produce 30 per cent more recycling than usual.
The extra bin remains the property of Cherwell, and any replacements and repairs to the extra bin will be
carried out free of charge.
Bins can be ordered online, or over the phone by calling 01295 227003 weekdays between 8.45am and
5.15pm. For more information on the council's waste and recycling services, please visit:
www.cherwell.gov.uk/recycling
To order a bin online, please visit: http://www.cherwell.gov.uk/index.cfm?articleid=1766
No pay and display on Small Business Saturday
Free parking will be temporarily introduced to Cherwell District Council operated car parks on 3
December in support of Small Business Saturday.
Cherwell is encouraging shoppers to support independent traders by waiving parking fees at participating
car parks in Banbury and Bicester.
Drivers will be able to park for free on Saturday, 3 December to allow them time to browse the shops for
Christmas gifts and stocking fillers.
Cllr George Reynolds, Cherwell's deputy leader, said: "We recognise the demand for free parking in town
centres but this is not currently viable so we are doing our best to find other ways to support high street
shopping. Small Business Saturday is all about giving independent traders the platform to showcase what
they have to offer and we want to maximise that opportunity by waiving parking charges on 3 December.
"Online shopping is becoming increasingly popular so we hope by offering free parking on Saturday, 3
December we will entice people away from computer screens and back into town centres where they can
visit a range of distinctive and independent businesses. Aside from browsing unique gift ideas and
indulging in delicious eateries, people can enjoy the friendly customer service and atmosphere that simply
can't be replicated through online shopping."
Signs will be displayed at the entrances to participating car parks where appropriate and at ticket
machines in Banbury and Bicester advertising free parking on Saturday, 3 December.
Car parking charges currently apply in Cherwell District Council's Banbury and Bicester car parks
between 8am and 7pm. There is no charge to park in Kidlington car parks as these are covered by a
covenant preventing fees being introduced.
Participating Cherwell District Council car parks will be clearly signed. As it is not a car park, the Bridge
Street drop off point in Banbury will not be included in the promotion.
Page 9 of 10

For more information on Cherwell District Council's car parks including details of participating car parks
visit www.cherwell.gov.uk/carparks
Options Consultation: staffed exhibitions
Cherwell District Council is undertaking a Partial Review of its Local Plan to determine how it can help
Oxford with its unmet housing need. Members of the public can talk to Cherwell staff about the proposals
at a series of forthcoming exhibitions being held on the following dates:
• Unit 4A, Castle Quay Shopping Centre, Banbury OX16 5UN - Saturday 26 November 2016 -10am to
6pm (Visit below URL for site map)
• Franklins House, Wesley Lane, Bicester, OX26 6JU - Saturday 3 December 2016 -10am to 6pm
• The Pavillion, Cutteslowe Park, Oxford OX2 8ES - Saturday 10 December 2016 -10am to 6pm
• Exeter Hall, Exeter Close, Kidlington OX5 1AB - Monday 19 December 2016 - 2pm to 9pm
All Oxfordshire councils have accepted that Oxford cannot fully meet its own housing needs.
As its contribution, Cherwell district is being asked to accommodate 4,400 homes by 2031 in addition to
the housing planned to meet its own needs. The Partial Review Options Paper discusses how Cherwell
should help provide for Oxford's unmet housing need, with discussion of which parts of the district would
be best suited to accommodate a further 4,400 homes.
Cherwell District Council is also consulting on its draft Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) and a Draft
Developer Contributions Supplementary Planning Document (SPD). The CIL and SPD relate to proposals
for how housing developers should contribute to the costs of building new infrastructure - such as
provision for recreation, healthcare, transport, the arts and biodiversity - as new homes go up across the
district.
At each of the exhibitions, staff will be on hand to answer questions, there will be banners for members of
the public to examine, and areas for visitors to read the consultation documents and respond.
The consultation documents are available online at www.cherwell.gov.uk/planningpolicyconsultation.
Or contact Cherwell District Council on 01295 227985 for details on where you can view hard copies
Finally a please – please keep me informed of your Parish Council meetings. I will attend when I
can but if you have a specific topic to discuss please invite me (or the other Cherwell DC members
Simon Holland and David Hughes) and I will give the parish priority.
Happy Christmas
Tim Hallchurch
01865 377099
Timothy.hallchurch@oxfordshire.gov.uk

Page 10 of 10

