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REPORT TO OTMOOR PARISH COUNCILS AND LANGFORD VILLAGE APRIL 2017 

FROM Cllr Tim Hallchurch 

 

My web site www.otmoor.co.uk 

 

Peter Barker’s Otmoor Birds: http://otmoorbirding.blogspot.co.uk/ 

 

I hope that you all have had a good summer and enjoyed a holiday. Your Cherwell District 

Councillors try and attend your parish council meetings but I find that it is not always possible 

due to other meetings and it is also difficult when there are up to three PC meetings on the 

same night. I would ask parishes to specifically invite one of us to your meetings when you 

have a matter to discuss with us.  

 

Your District Councillors are: 

 

Tim Hallchurch 

  

Paddock Cottage  

Thrupp 

Oxford 

OX5 1JY 

Mobile:  07802 202557 

email:  cllr.timothy.hallchurch@cherwell-dc.gov.uk 

 

Simon Holland 

East Wing  

Kirtlington Park 

Kirtlington 

OX5 3JD 

Phone:  01869 351636 

email:  cllr.simon.holland@cherwell-dc.gov.uk 

 

David Hughes 

 

Lesbra House  

Main Street  

Grendon Underwood 

HP18 0SW 

email:  cllr.david.hughes@cherwell-dc.gov.uk 

 

http://www.otmoor.co.uk/
http://otmoorbirding.blogspot.co.uk/
mailto:cllr.timothy.hallchurch@cherwell-dc.gov.uk
mailto:cllr.simon.holland@cherwell-dc.gov.uk
mailto:cllr.david.hughes@cherwell-dc.gov.uk
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ANTHONY STANSFELD 

 

Anthony Stansfeld is the police and crime commissioner for the Thames Valley Police force area. 

Anthony has lived in Newbury all his life. He is a West Berkshire Councillor, and was a member of 

Thames Valley Police Authority. Anthony has a career in both the military and in industry. 

 
 

 

Welcome 

 

Welcome to my first Councillor e-newsletter to keep you informed of news and developments on 

policing and crime and of the work of my office. 

 

There is ongoing pressure on policing budgets but the budget set by myself and the Chief Constable 

makes the most sufficient use of limited resources to be able to deliver the priorities in my Police 

and Crime Plan. Resources are being allocated to the most important crimes that affect our 

communities but also take into account the need to build and expand our capabilities to deal with 

complex crimes such as child sexual abuse and domestic violence which have increased in reporting 

over recent years. 

 

While the number of burglaries has decreased over the last decade, last year saw a reversal of this 

trend. We did see an increase in burglary earlier this year but I am reassured that the Force's 

enhanced focus has led to significant improvements and will continue to do so.  

 

Rural crime also remains a priority and I am concerned that criminals from outside of the Thames 

Valley are committing rural crime in our area.  We continue to keep this on the radar. 

 

As you will know, the government recently announced the lifting of the pay cap for police 

officers.  While I’m delighted that officers are due a much-deserved pay rise, I am concerned about 

the impact on an already stretched policing budget. I will continue to highlight to the government 

that unless there is a commensurate rise in police funding, it results in another cut to policing.   

Victims First 

 

Victims First was launched in July to increase accessibility and improve services for victims of 

crime.  The Victims First website provides advice on what to do and how to get help if you’ve been a 

victim of crime, including information on what victims should expect from the police and other 

criminal justice agencies if they report the crime. 

The website provides information on PCC commissioned victims services as well as signposting victims to appropriate third party services across the Thames Valley through a website directory.   

 

The services available in the website directory include both phone and face to face support which provide both practical and emotional help for any crime people may fall victim to.  Victims can use the search function to find the right organisation, in the 

https://www.police.uk/thames-valley/
https://webmail.cherwellandsouthnorthants.gov.uk/owa/redir.aspx?C=MEbv1J4SieWag39vYY8Sx1MRygHJNvU-f7ilChCPWVuWj3SjGgvVCA..&URL=http%3a%2f%2fthamesvalley-pcc.us6.list-manage.com%2ftrack%2fclick%3fu%3dc9c8875feb2773b1207a69de7%26id%3d9a0a7feb8b%26e%3d0796874d27
https://webmail.cherwellandsouthnorthants.gov.uk/owa/redir.aspx?C=MEbv1J4SieWag39vYY8Sx1MRygHJNvU-f7ilChCPWVuWj3SjGgvVCA..&URL=http%3a%2f%2fthamesvalley-pcc.us6.list-manage.com%2ftrack%2fclick%3fu%3dc9c8875feb2773b1207a69de7%26id%3d9a0a7feb8b%26e%3d0796874d27
https://webmail.cherwellandsouthnorthants.gov.uk/owa/redir.aspx?C=uUKHTvpKD9m3Blqee9UY6_Z4iUxuIljk7-eD7NLWaa6Wj3SjGgvVCA..&URL=http%3a%2f%2fthamesvalley-pcc.us6.list-manage1.com%2ftrack%2fclick%3fu%3dc9c8875feb2773b1207a69de7%26id%3d136e82e438%26e%3d0796874d27
https://webmail.cherwellandsouthnorthants.gov.uk/owa/redir.aspx?C=OUypYQY9InrZJKR5II6XJHruFlYDVEdTH8xId59Uv6iWj3SjGgvVCA..&URL=http%3a%2f%2fthamesvalley-pcc.us6.list-manage.com%2ftrack%2fclick%3fu%3dc9c8875feb2773b1207a69de7%26id%3d5748aaeeaa%26e%3d0796874d27
https://webmail.cherwellandsouthnorthants.gov.uk/owa/redir.aspx?C=2WBwIod4yJeoJmmsMor7g8l1E2wTOYrP2MJWuXwg60KWj3SjGgvVCA..&URL=http%3a%2f%2fthamesvalley-pcc.us6.list-manage.com%2ftrack%2fclick%3fu%3dc9c8875feb2773b1207a69de7%26id%3dab9fcb1601%26e%3d0796874d27
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right location, for their needs. In addition victims can refer to one of the PCC commissioned services using an online form on the website or Thames Valley Police officers can refer the victim on their behalf, with their consent. 

 

Victims First will continue to be developed over the next year with plans to create a single referral doorway, a specialist counselling service and community signposting points with the aim of simplifying access and improving support for victims. 

  

Victims First is being currently being promoted across the Thames Valley to ensure that people are aware of the support available to them. Please help us to promote it by including details within your own newsletters, websites and social media.  

 

www.victims-first.org.uk 

 

You can also keep up to date with developments by following the Victims First Facebook page   

Summary Police and Crime Plan 

2017 - 2021   

 

The Police and Crime Plan 2017 – 2021 was published at the end of March this year detailing the PCC's five Strategic Priorities for policing and crime in the Thames Valley. A summary version of the plan has now been published which is available as a small 

fold out leaflet.  If you would like any copies of the Summary Plan to distribute in your areas, please email opcc.comms@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk 

 

 

 

 
 

 

.  

Contributions are key to Ambrosden growth 

 

https://webmail.cherwellandsouthnorthants.gov.uk/owa/redir.aspx?C=FhWrNoMWLPyNVLqkQAwfC3BAfXXiDZqfPAf5mp6TUKiWj3SjGgvVCA..&URL=http%3a%2f%2fthamesvalley-pcc.us6.list-manage.com%2ftrack%2fclick%3fu%3dc9c8875feb2773b1207a69de7%26id%3d618543c31d%26e%3d0796874d27
https://webmail.cherwellandsouthnorthants.gov.uk/owa/redir.aspx?C=YKExLvtaGr7yaA7cWm64CVeom_-GPmhNOalUDYNoKn6Wj3SjGgvVCA..&URL=http%3a%2f%2fthamesvalley-pcc.us6.list-manage.com%2ftrack%2fclick%3fu%3dc9c8875feb2773b1207a69de7%26id%3df98c7de8b7%26e%3d0796874d27
https://webmail.cherwellandsouthnorthants.gov.uk/owa/redir.aspx?C=-XT0c_MYEj9Nlkm8NRMG0ShPdI5v5V9SdIXnkQOcsOyWj3SjGgvVCA..&URL=mailto%3aopcc.comms%40thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk
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A housing scheme proposed for Ambrosden can go ahead subject to the developer contributing, 

amongst other things, to schooling and open space. 

On Thursday, 28 September, Cherwell District Council’s planning committee granted permission for a 

development of 85 homes, subject to legal agreement. Of these, 35 per cent will be classed as 

affordable homes. 

The application site is arable land south east of Ambrosden, adjacent to the recently completed 

Springfield Farm development. The new homes will be grouped to the north of the development, while 

the southern part will be used for a play area, ponds, new tree planting and open green spaces. 

Cllr David Hughes, chairman of Cherwell’s planning committee, said: “Ambrosden is designated a 

Category A village in the adopted Local Plan, meaning it is a larger, more sustainable village for 

development.  

“Ambrosden has a good range of facilities and amenities, and with good access to Bicester, we feel it is a 

suitable location for a development such as this. 

“The infrastructure proposed as part of this application, including pedestrian and cycle connectivity, the 

play areas and other outdoor features, are significant benefits of the proposal.” 

The decision grants permission for a variety of types of dwelling, from one-bedroom flats to five-

bedroom houses, as well as landscaping work, car parking and public open space. Access to the estate 

will be from Blackthorn Road to the north of the site.  

Since a decision on the application was deferred by the planning committee in April, the applicants have 

modified the proposed scheme to improve its design, layout and appearance; to incorporate a greater 

mix of housing, including affordable housing; and remove new homes from areas at risk of flooding. 

The new homes were approved subject to conditions as well as a requirement that the developer 

contribute to: the expansion of the nearby primary school, the creation of a new secondary school in 

Bicester, new books for Bicester Library, transport improvements and increased frequency of the bus 

service to Bicester.  

  

Housing can take off at ex-airbase 

 

A new housing development in Upper Heyford is set to build on the village’s military heritage as plans for a site close to 

the former RAF base develop. 

 

On Thursday, 28 September, Cherwell District Council’s planning committee resolved to approve an application for 79 

homes and a new open space, subject to a legal agreement. The houses would have one to four bedrooms and be 

designed in a style reflective of the arts and crafts style of homes built for RAF officers nearby the application site. 

 

The development will comprise 35 per cent affordable homes and, as a condition of the permission being granted, 

officers will now negotiate financial contributions from the developer to help pay for heritage conservation, community 

resources and infrastructure such as sports facilities and highway improvements.  

 

Cllr David Hughes, chairman of Cherwell’s planning committee, said: “Upper Heyford is a site of great strategic 

importance as new homes are delivered in north Oxfordshire and this proposal is a good example of how we can plan 

for the future while protecting links to the past.  
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“Across the new settlement, plans are being made to integrate the history of the former RAF Upper Heyford into 

developments in the area, and it is pleasing to see that developer is planning to build these new homes in a way that 

reflects the base’s architectural history.  

 

“Equally, we recognise that there is a great opportunity to improve the character and atmosphere of the village 

through new buildings, and we are expecting to see modern and varied developments offering a high standard of 

landscaping, infrastructure and amenity for residents.” 

 

Military use at RAF Upper Heyford ended in 1994 and this application follows on from the granting of an outline 

permission in 2010, allowing for 1,075 houses to be built across the wider site. It is part of a broader series of proposals 

designed to deliver housing, infrastructure and to improve the character of the former airbase; these include a 

proposal for a heritage centre. 

 

The application covers works to build a new access to the site from Camp Road and the site sits close to the eastern 

edge of the former airbase. 

 

 

Twenty-tonne clean-up 

Kidlington has had a twenty-tonne weight lifted off its shoulders following a council cleanliness initiative.  

 

Five Cherwell District Council workers spent the week beginning Monday, 18 September, removing litter, graffiti and 

bulky waste as part of the Kidlington blitz. They gathered over 11 tonnes of litter using mechanical sweepers and nearly 

two tonnes by hand.  

 

One hundred and forty households took up the offer of free bulky waste collections, which entitled them to have up to 

three large items removed per home. This saw the removal of nearly seven tonnes of white goods, furniture and other 

waste. 

 

Cllr Debbie Pickford, Cherwell's lead member for clean and green, said: “We’re really pleased that so many villagers in 

Kidlington have made the most of this great free offer as part of the neighbourhood blitz. Using the bulky waste service 

can often save a trip to the tip and I recommend it to anyone who’s got large items to get rid of. 

 

“The street cleansing team has worked really hard to get Kidlington’s streets and public spaces looking their very best, 

and it is a hugely impressive volume of waste they have removed. I hope the blitz helps motivate people to keep the 

village looking its best in the months to come.”  

 

The next neighbourhood blitz will take place during the week beginning Monday, 20 November, in Bretch Hill, 

Banbury.  

 

For information on how to report litter, flytips and other problems, visit: www.cherwell.gov.uk/neighbourhoodblitz or 

call 01295 227007. 

 

To book a bulky waste collection (normal price £16) visit: www.cherwell.gov.uk/bulkywaste  

 

Cherwell backs transport improvement bid  

 

https://webmail.cherwellandsouthnorthants.gov.uk/owa/redir.aspx?C=W_LDLRnKXEQ1a4raYnAkOTz_VmOUj003EbcEnNKnwa8hn52ILwvVCA..&URL=http%3a%2f%2ftrack.vuelio.uk.com%2fz.z%3fl%3daHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuY2hlcndlbGwuZ292LnVrL25laWdoYm91cmhvb2RibGl0eg%253d%253d%26r%3d10459484879%26d%3d4764889%26p%3d1%26t%3dh%26h%3d44ff9b8e3adaefe835c3b99471e0e578
https://webmail.cherwellandsouthnorthants.gov.uk/owa/redir.aspx?C=bm4HZGeucLE2rvatT_jijCuHYMchrlpiIrN7K_DIhNEhn52ILwvVCA..&URL=http%3a%2f%2ftrack.vuelio.uk.com%2fz.z%3fl%3daHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuY2hlcndlbGwuZ292LnVrL2J1bGt5d2FzdGU%253d%26r%3d10459484879%26d%3d4764889%26p%3d1%26t%3dh%26h%3dc71fab7c07f3438ba47bb984c7b9745d
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An application to release £152 million of Government funding to deliver essential transport improvements in north 

Oxfordshire has been backed by the leader of Cherwell District Council. 

Cllr Barry Wood has said he is committed to supporting Oxfordshire County Council in its bid to obtain up to £4.5 

million of Housing Infrastructure Funding to deliver three key projects in Oxfordshire. 

If successful, £152 million would be used to deliver educational needs and transport improvements in north 

Oxfordshire, specifically around the A44 and A4260. 

Cllr Wood said: “As part of our commitment to support Oxford’s unmet housing need, we have agreed to deliver an 

additional 4,400 homes in Cherwell which will be reliant on these key transport corridors. We know that these routes 

are already under immense pressure so we need to work with the county council to ensure that as we deliver the 

homes, they deliver the essential infrastructure to ensure that any potential problems are eliminated rather than 

escalated.  

“The Housing Infrastructure Fund is intended to support housing growth by ensuring the right infrastructure is in place 

at the right time and this bid would give the county council the funds to make vital improvements to a key transport 

corridor in the district. This bid wNould not only support the district’s housing growth, but also our ambitious plans to 

grow the district overall to make it an excellent place to live amongst a thriving economy and diverse employment 

opportunities.” 

The £152 million bid for north Oxfordshire would support the development of Rapid Transit public transportation lines 

along the upgraded A44 and A4260 as well as a new Park and Ride scheme at Oxford Airport.  The bid would also 

allocate £46 million to improving pedestrian and cycle routes.  

The plans would support two other key projects across Oxfordshire which include a £135.4 million project for upgrades 

on the A40 in West Oxfordshire and a £171 million scheme to improve key routes in Didcot. 

Cllr Ian Hudspeth, leader of Oxfordshire County Council, said: “Cherwell’s support for the bid we are making is not only 

welcome but vital for the north of our county to prosper over the next 20 to 25 years. 

“The bid we intend to submit later this month to Government is about supporting housing growth. The fact is that 

growth will happen; the crucial point is getting the right infrastructure in place to meet it, in a planned and coordinated 

way.” 

Oxfordshire County Council will discuss the plans at its cabinet meeting today (19 September) ahead of submitting its 

formal expression of interest by the 28 September deadline. 

 

Message from the new CEO of Cherwell Distract Council Yvonne Rees 

 

Dear all – as I have detailed in my previous emails I have spent much of my time over the summer getting to know 

the organisations, the people, the places, our strengths, our areas for development and understanding the many 

exciting opportunities and challenges we have ahead. Members, partners and staff have made me welcome and I 

have been really impressed with what I have found; a strong ethos of collaboration, a track record in the delivery 

of services and the completion of a major piece of transformation around joint working.    

Following a summer of learning and listening I wanted to update you on some exciting plans for the future.   

During discussions with the leaders, Cabinet and Executive, we have reflected on how we can make the best of 

our many strengths and set out a roadmap for the next phase of our development. It is the right time to look at 

how we move forward in order to take our priorities of financial sustainability, service excellence, organisational 

transformation and supporting economic growth to the next level.    

I truly believe it is important we as one organisation strive to be the best we can be, so that we deliver the 

strategic priorities for our two ambitious Councils.    
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As part of this work the leaders and I have commissioned the Local Government Association to undertake a 

corporate peer challenge.  

So, what is a peer challenge I hear you ask - and what will it do for us?  

The peer challenge will give us the opportunity to work with Members and senior Local Government officers from 

a range of different councils who will be providing a council-wide health check to help us build on our strengths, 

maximise our opportunities and focus on our areas of development.  

The outcomes of the challenge will enable us to develop the next phase of our transformation journey and ensure 

our longer term strategic priorities are fit for the future.    

How does a peer challenge work?   

The challenge will take the form of a week-long event, beginning 13th November. During this week we will have 

the opportunity to showcase our fantastic programmes and achievements. The peers will also talk to a cross 

section of partners, members and staff to understand what we do well and where we could improve. At the same 

time we hope to gain a valuable insight to how other councils do things and what lessons we can take away.   

I am a lead peer reviewer myself! And from my own experiences of undertaking these challenges I have found the 

opportunity; to seek new ways of doing things, recognise success and innovation and the help to unpack potential 

areas we know we can improve in, really beneficial.   

What will we need from you? 

I hope many of you will get involved  - there are a number of ways!  Some may have 121 sessions with the team, 

some could be part of focus groups, part of a meeting with committee members and some of you may be 

involved in another capacity – Town and Parish Councils? Over the coming weeks we will be talking to you to 

maximise your input and book those all-important sessions.  

The team will present back to us on Friday the 17th- so if nothing else come along and participate.  We will let you 

have the details as soon as possible.  

The peer challenge process itself is hard work but also a very positive experience.  

I attach a briefing note that will provide you with some more information and as normal I am happy to discuss 

further with any of you – just let me know  

I am pleased to announce that Claire Taylor and Peta Miers will be leading the preparation work for the 

challenge.  So expect a call!  

I will ensure you are updated regularly and more information will be available very shortly.   

Yvonne Rees 

Chief Executive 

Cherwell District Council & South Northamptonshire Council 

Direct dial: 0300 003 0100 

yvonne.rees@cherwellandsouthnorthants.gov.uk 

www.cherwell.gov.uk 

www.southnorthants.gov.uk  

 

A helping hand onto the property ladder  

https://webmail.cherwellandsouthnorthants.gov.uk/owa/redir.aspx?C=tCdjC9axFVfOBuhwz30mMYWWP_KRLkmK7CFkmwKMucXhI_oAMAvVCA..&URL=mailto%3ayvonne.rees%40cherwellandsouthnorthants.gov.uk
https://webmail.cherwellandsouthnorthants.gov.uk/owa/redir.aspx?C=VawTcTaUzir9QXRSgxuyVbf95ZV11Zmj_mLJCZb4sjThI_oAMAvVCA..&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.cherwell.gov.uk%2f
https://webmail.cherwellandsouthnorthants.gov.uk/owa/redir.aspx?C=w6g4t8A_RFzrDDewqbblKAnN7c5qnV3FVmnuGc1jVQnhI_oAMAvVCA..&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.southnorthants.gov.uk%2f
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Graven Hill customers opting to buy from the Tailored Finish new build range can now access the government’s Help to 

Buy scheme. The scheme, introduced in 2013, has assisted with the purchase of over 120,000 new homes across the 

UK. 

Tailored Finish homes are unlike the more traditional new build options available on the marketplace. The light and 

bright homes, built to the highest energy standards to minimise future bills, also come with the choice of a wide range 

of internal finishes and floorplans so purchasers have more control than ever over how their new home will function 

and feel.   

The Help to Buy scheme was launched at Graven Hill last Thursday (7 September) at the official opening of the Plot 

Shop in Pioneer Square, Bicester. The shop was officially opened by housing minister Alok Sharma who was joined by 

Karen Curtin, Managing Director, Graven Hill; Sue Smith, Chairman, Graven Hill; and Ian Corkin, Director of Graven Hill; 

Cllr Barry Wood, Leader of Cherwell District Council; along with Cllr Ian Hudspeth, Leader of Oxfordshire County 

Council. 

Karen Curtin said: “Launching the Help to Buy scheme has been a landmark event for Graven Hill. The vision has always 

been to make this an inclusive community that meets the range of needs and budgets of those who want to make their 

home in this idyllic setting. 

“With a Help to Buy: Equity Loan the Government will lend customers up to 20 per cent of the cost of their newly built 

home. Customers will then only need a five per cent cash deposit and a 75 per cent mortgage to make up the rest. We 

hope this latest development will encourage more people to discover how Graven Hill can turn their dream home into 

a reality.” 

Tailored Finish homes come in a range of 1 2, 3 and 4 bedroom homes. Starting from only £199,000, Tailored Finish 

homes are a great choice for people wanting a customised home without building it themselves. 

Housing and Planning Minister Alok Sharma said: “We need to get creative with how we build our housing in this 

country, to deliver more of the right homes in the places people want to live. 

“As set out in our Housing White Paper, we are committed to doubling the number of custom and self build homes by 

2020 – so that anyone who wishes to design their dream house can do so. 

“That’s why it’s great news that developers like Graven Hill are making new custom build homes available for sale 

through Help to Buy: Equity Loan, so that more people than ever before will be able to purchase their very own tailor-

made home.” 

The range of quality finishes available for Tailored Finish homes are now available to view at the Plot Shop, Bicester. 

 The two new websites for CDC/SNC are now in the final stages of development.  We have a couple of technical 

issues that need to be finalised, but once these are resolved, we will launch the sites within the next couple of 

weeks.    

The project team would like to thank everyone who has been involved in getting us to this stage, a tremendous 

amount of effort has been put into content checking and uploading over the summer and we are excited about 

the imminent launch.  In the meantime, can we please remind all staff that a content freeze remains in place and 

only critical content can be uploaded to the existing sites. 

 Thanks and regards  

Janet Ferris MA (Hons) 

Corporate Communications and Marketing Manager 

Cherwell District and South Northamptonshire Councils 

  

Fun and games to launch new sport complex in Bicester 



 

Page 10 of 18 

 

 Football, cricket, rugby, cycling and Nordic walking are among the sports Bicester’s residents can sample at Whitelands 

Farm Sports Ground official opening. 

On Saturday, 30 September Parkwood Leisure in partnership with Cherwell District Council, Bicester Town Council and 

Healthy Bicester are launching the new sports ground with a fun, action-packed day of free activities for people of all 

ages to enjoy. 

The new facility, which occupies a site of over 17 hectares, includes grass space for three football pitches, two rugby 

pitches, a cricket pitch, and an artificial 3G sports pitch. It will also offer outdoor gym equipment and cycling circuit, a 

substantial changing room pavilion including a café and a 150 capacity function room available for the community to 

hire for meetings and events. 

Cllr George Reynolds, Cherwell’s deputy leader, said: “Whitelands Farm Sports Ground with its pitches, outdoor gym, 

cycling/walking circuit and changing/function pavilion, is an excellent addition to Bicester’s sports facilities. 

“We are working to offer more pitches in the area to help meet the demand from local clubs. Also, we hope that this 

new sports complex will further encourage people of all ages to take part in physical activity and get more active. 

“Bicester has been awarded the Healthy New Town status because we are committed to making  residents’ health and 

the focal point of the town’s growth and we hope that with this new facility on hand, residents will take the 

opportunity to learn something new and get fit at the same time.” 

The official opening event kicks off at 11am at Whitelands Farm Sports Ground in Whitelands Way. A whole host of 

activities will be available throughout the day until 3pm  including a bouncy castle, stalls, games as well as sports and 

fitness taster sessions. 

The new £4 million sports facility has been provided by Cherwell District Council for the benefit of Bicester 

residents.  Part of the funding for the facilities has been secured as a result of financial contributions from the 

Kingsmere's developer Countryside Properties. 

Parkwood Leisure, who currently manages other sports facilities within the district including Bicester Leisure Centre in 

partnership with Cherwell, will operate Whitelands Farm Sports Ground funded by Bicester Town Council. 

Liyen Mathew, at Parkwood Leisure Trust and at their delivery partner Legacy Leisure, said: “Legacy is really excited 

about the opportunity for new community sports facility at Kingsmere. We are working closely with the council to 

ensure that the facility is attractive, has a varied programme relevant to the people of Bicester and its clubs and is 

financially sustainable in the long term.” 

Due to limited parking space, residents are encouraged to leave their car at home and come to the event on foot, by 

bike or public transport. Those who prove they arrived without a car by posting a picture on social media with the 

hashtag  #HealthyBicester, will receive a free goodie bag at the café / bar on the day. 

 

Letter to parishes from Better Broadband for Oxfordshire 

They have written to all parishes as follows: 

 

Broadband - Horton  cum Studley, Hampton Gay & Poyle, Islip and Fencott and Murcott 

Parish, Wendlebury, Bletchington, Launton, Merton, Noke, Oddington, Piddington, 

Charlton, Weston on the Green, Launton, Shipton & Thrupp, Blackthorn & Arncott - 

Update – August 2017  

Bringing superfast broadband to over 96% of homes and businesses in Oxfordshire by the end of 2018  
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General programme information  

Better Broadband for Oxfordshire is a partnership between Oxfordshire County Council, BT and 

Broadband Delivery UK (BDUK) that has already provided access to superfast broadband to over 

90% of premises in Oxfordshire.  

Better Broadband for Oxfordshire now has three phases:  

What we’ve achieved:  

90% of Oxfordshire premises to have access superfast broadband by December 2015  

47% take-up after service installed for eighteen months  

 

What we’re aiming for:  

 95% of Oxfordshire premises to have access to superfast broadband by December 2017  

 96% of Oxfordshire premises to have access to superfast broadband by December 2018  

 Options to extend coverage to above 96%  

 

Phase one completed on time at the end of December 2015, providing over 64,500 premises with 

access to superfast broadband.  

Phase two will provide superfast broadband to a further 11,100 premises by December 2017 and is 

co-funded by OxLEP, SEMLEP, South Oxfordshire, Cherwell and Vale of White Horse District Councils, 

Oxford City Council, and BDUK.  

Phase three will add a further 2,400 premises during 2018. This final phase has just been contracted 

and is entirely funded by contract savings achieved to date plus a £2.56m Gainshare offer from BT 

resulting from high take-up of superfast broadband in Oxfordshire.  
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This additional coverage is now shown on the maps found on the Better Broadband for Oxfordshire 
website.  

Due to further savings accrued during delivery of the programme to date, we have also now launched 

the Co-Funded Community Fibre Partnership Scheme.  

This Co-Funding option is aimed at finding a solution for the final few percent of premises which are 

simply too expensive to be entirely funded from the public purse. Further information on this is 
available at the Better Broadband website, Final 4%.  

How to get connected?  

When superfast broadband is available, you need to contact your Internet Service Provider (ISP) to 

request an upgrade. See our FAQ, ‘Get connected – 5 simple steps on how to upgrade,’ but check terms 

and conditions carefully with your existing service provider as there may be cancellation charges if 

you switch supplier. You can check options by visiting price comparison websites or by visiting our 

homepage.  

To help people find out for themselves whether they are in scope for Better Broadband for Oxfordshire 
and likely timescales for delivery, we have created two maps – the Postcode Map and the Cabinet Map.  

Please note - the only means of providing map data is by using postcode areas. The icons on the 

postcode map represent the geographic centre of a postcode. Some postcodes are served by more than 
one cabinet, and sometimes not all cabinets within a postcode are enabled.  

Get in touch  

You can stay informed by using the links below and signing-up to our newsletter.  

Alternatively, if you have a specific question that you can't find an answer to in our FAQs then please 

send us an email. Do make sure that you provide your full postal address and landline telephone 
number, so that we can investigate your enquiry more accurately for you.  

Email us at: broadband@oxfordshire.gov.uk  
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Superfast broadband coverage  

More than half of the premises already have access to superfast broadband as a result of works under 

the programme. There is some additional work due for completion by the end of 2017, which will add 

to the existing coverage.  

There are very few premises forecast to remain without access to superfast broadband and where this 

is the case, the Better Broadband programme has launched the co-funding scheme, which is detailed 
on the website.  

The map below shows existing and planned coverage in your parish at a postcode level. Within a 

postcode, there are instances where some premises may not be able to order a superfast broadband 
product due to distance from a fibre enabled cabinet.  

By viewing this map on the Better Broadband website, each icon will display the postcode when the 
cursor is placed on it, or you can search by postcode.  

It is important and helpful to us if any inaccuracy is encountered to please contact the team at: 

broadband@oxfordshire.gov.uk  
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What if my property is still unable to get superfast broadband?  

Further information is available on the Better Broadband website, specifically in the section titled 

Final 4%. In summary, the options are:  

 self-funding  

 co-funding (with help from OCC)  

 wireless broadband (subsidy vouchers available, subject to eligibility)  

 satellite broadband (subsidy vouchers available, subject to eligibility)  

 3G/4G mobile broadband  

 

Coverage, how and why?  

The deployment plan is based on the most efficient and economical solution which will enable the 

greatest coverage possible with the funding available. No geographical priorities were set by the 

county council to make sure that the public-sector funding had the greatest impact for as many local 
people and businesses as possible.  

As a project team, we work closely with our colleagues in BT to make sure that we are delivering 

superfast broadband to the county in the most efficient way we can. We constantly assess areas where 

we can make savings against the predicted costs of delivery, for example by reusing fibre cabling 

where possible.  

We also work closely with our Highways department to minimise planning challenges and make sure 

that we locate cabinets in the most appropriate and safe locations, with sensitivity to local concerns. 

Sometimes physical surveys can bring to light issues that mean the actual cost of delivering a cabinet 

would be significantly higher than predicted. When this happens our programme team reacts quickly 

and flexibly to adapt the plan and find an alternative, to make sure that we continue to provide value 

for money for the tax payer. 

 

I would be interested to hear if you have noticed an improvement in your internet speed. (none in Thrupp!) - 

Tim 

 

Healthwatch Oxfordshire Report 

The latest report can be read at: 

https://gallery.mailchimp.com/ce00ebfe7b6ad2013bbc467eb/files/b26d845b-04c1-4b92-be21-

dc2be5d1d7c6/July_2017_electronic_version.pdf 

 

Cllr Tim Hallchurch MBE 

01865 377099  

 

Cllr. timothy.hallchurch@cherwell-dc.gov.uk   

https://gallery.mailchimp.com/ce00ebfe7b6ad2013bbc467eb/files/b26d845b-04c1-4b92-be21-dc2be5d1d7c6/July_2017_electronic_version.pdf
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/ce00ebfe7b6ad2013bbc467eb/files/b26d845b-04c1-4b92-be21-dc2be5d1d7c6/July_2017_electronic_version.pdf
mailto:cllr.timothy.hallchurch@cherwell-dc.gov.uk
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tim@hallchurch.com 

 

****************************************************************************************************************************************

****************************************************************************************************************************************

************************************************************************************************************************************* 

English Speaking Union, Oxfordshire Branch Events 

 

As Chairman of the Oxfordshire Branch, I would like to invite all local residents to ESU activities in the county 

although members will of course have priority. 

Joining is not expensive and the London HQ must be the cheapest London Club situated in Mayfair a short walk 

from the West End shops and theatres.  

See www.esu.com for further details or contact the ticket secretary Dr Jan Stokes Carter 

(janetstokescarter@hotmail.com) 01865 848528 

  

Sunday 26th November 2017 

Thanksgiving Lunch 

Speaker - Professor James Raven 

'The United States Forty Years On: A Personal and ESU Perspective' 

Cherwell Boathouse 

50 Bardwell Road , Oxford , OX2 6ST 

12.00 for 12.30 pm 

 

 

mailto:tim@hallchurch.com
http://www.esu.com/
mailto:janetstokescarter@hotmail.com
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Three Course Lunch with Pre-lunch drinks  

£39.00  

 

  

Events reminder and news  

 

  

September 2017  

 

Branch News  

The Oxfordshire committee will be meeting on 3rd October to agree a programme of events and business for 2018.  

Two of our stalwart members of the committee are retiring. Sandie Borrowdale and John Harrop. Dr Richard Whittington also retired last year but continues to work with the committee 

in organising events at Oriel College.  

I am sure that all our members will wish to thanks Richard, Sandie and John for all their efforts over the years.  

We are therefore looking for new committee members. The work is not very demanding but people with good ideas and willing to organise or help with an event is all that we need. We 

all find the work interesting and plainly good fun so please volunteer!  

Please let us know your ideas and preferences for future events.  

We had a very interesting visit to the Print Room at the Ashmolean Museum on 19th September. Dr Caroline Palmer gave a fascinating talk about the thousands of prints held by the 

museum.  

 

Professor James Raven  

James Raven is Professor of Modern History, University of Essex, and a Fellow of Magdalene College, Cambridge.  
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For many years James Raven has worked at senior level for several international and national educational charities, with particular interest in educational access 

and widening participation, including the English-Speaking Union of the Commonwealth of which he is now Deputy Chairman (and Governor 2000-6 and 2011-

).  

He was formerly Reader in Social and Cultural History at the University of Oxford, and Professorial Fellow of Mansfield College, Oxford; Fellow and Director of 

Studies in History at Magda-lene College, Cambridge, and Munby Fellow and Fellow of Pembroke College, Cambridge.  

He is a Fellow of the Royal Historical Society, Fellow of the Society of Antiquaries, Fellow of the Linnean Society, and a member of the American Antiquarian 

Society, he has also held various visiting appointments in the United States, France, Italy and Britain.  

His publications in social and cultural history and cultural studies were recognised with the award of LittD from Cambridge in 2012.  

He is Chair of the Lindemann Trust for UK post-doctoral awards for scientific study in the US; and President of the Colchester and North-East Essex ESU branch 

since 1990. He is a regular reviewer for the Times Literary Supplement, and an occasional contributor to radio and television programmes. 

 

Schools Public Speaking Competition  

Heats: 14th November and 5th December at Oxford Spires Academy. Finals: 22nd January 2018 at Magdalen College School. Details to follow.  

 

 

Please send a cheque for £39pp, for the Thanksgiving Lunch, to the Ticket Secretary, Dr Janet Stokes Carter, Paddock Cottage, Thrupp, OX5 1JY. Payable to ESU 

Oxfordshire Branch.  

She can be contacted by email: janetstokescarter@hotmail.com. Tel 01865 848528  

 

 

 

Otmoor Archaeological & Historical Society  

WINTER  PROGRAMME 2017/2018 

 

WEDNESDAY, 4th OCTOBER 2017:  8.00 p.m.  – ISLIP VILLAGE HALL 
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Mark J. Davies 

“Destination Islip! The first ever flight by any Englishman: James Sadler, pastry cook and balloonist of Oxford” 

WEDNESDAY, 1st NOVEMBER 2017: 8.00 p.m. – ISLIP VILLAGE HALL 

Michael Heaney 

“Percy Manning – the man who collected Oxfordshire” 

WEDNESDAY, 6th DECEMBER 2017: 8.00 p.m. – ISLIP VILLAGE HALL 

Dr. Carl Champness (Oxford Archaeology - South) 

“The St. Aldates Excavations” 

 WEDNESDAY, 7th FEBRUARY 2018: 8.00 p.m. – ISLIP VILLAGE HALL 

Dr. A. Johnson  

“Recent survey work in the Woodeaton Roman Temple field, and new thoughts on the Islip Roman villa” 

WEDNESDAY, 7th MARCH 2018: 8.00 p.m. – ISLIP VILLAGE HALL 

Owen Green (Earth Sciences, Oxford) 

“A dip in the Jurassic Seas of Oxfordshire” 

WEDNESDAY, 4th April 2018: 8.00 p.m. – ISLIP VILLAGE HALL 

Annual General Meeting followed by a short film 

  

All welcome 

 


