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100 years of the W.I.



The POTY Trophy! From L to R: Pierre van Zijl,  
Richard Hawes, Cathy Jenkins, Tim Dixon, Alex Wood.

Windmill Windows  Est 1999 

Address: 

Unit 1, 

68 Worminghall Rd 

Oakley, Bucks 

HP18 9QY 

www.windmillwindows.com / Tel: 01844 237070 

Products: 

*Windows 

*Doors 

*Bi-Folds & Patio Sliders 

*Conservatories 

*Fascia / Soffit & Guttering 

*Glazing 

“Windmill Windows is a local family run business established in 
1999, supplying and installing a large range of products in all 
materials, including uPVC, Composite, Timber and Aluminium. 

Please feel free to pop in to see us, call us or visit our website  for 
any information you are after. All our quotes are free of charge 
and obligation free.” 
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HORTON-CUM-STUDLEY W.I.

W.I. 100th Birthday
On September 16th, the W.I. 
celebrated its 100th Birthday. To mark 
the occasion our Secretary Susan Cope 
had baked a special centenary fruit 
cake, which had been beautifully iced 
in W.I. colours by Barbara Jewell. The 
cake was cut by our President and, 
following a toast to the W.I., members 
enjoyed a piece of cake with a glass 
of wine.

This has been a very busy year for 
the W.I., with many activities both 
locally and nationally organised 
to celebrate its 100th year. Our 
Secretary, Susan Cope, represented 
our group at the Royal Garden Party 
held at Buckingham Palace, and 
Beryl Fleming and Rachel Hawes 
attended the service at Christ Church 
Cathedral. Before the service more 
than 100 Oxfordshire W.I.s paraded 
with their beautifully embroidered 
banners depicting aspects of their local 
communities.

Members embarked on their final 
outing of the year with a coach 
trip to London to visit the Bank  
of England. Following a visit to  
the bank’s museum there was an  

audio presentation on the history of 
the bank.

For our open meeting in October, we 
were pleased to welcome Professor 
Allan Chapman, fellow of Wadham 
College, who spoke on a local 
subject, ‘Who was John Radcliffe?’. 
Professor Chapman took us on a 
journey through John Radcliffe’s life, 
commencing with his education and 
degree at Oxford in the 17th century. 
His skills as a doctor were in great 
demand, and he became a wealthy 
man enabling him to buy land and 
invest his money. By the time of his 
death, he had a considerable fortune. 
The buildings we are familiar with 
today that bear John Radcliffe’s 
name were commenced after his 
death, the first being the Radcliffe 
Library, now known as the Radcliffe 
Camera. This was followed by many 
others, including the hospitals with 
which we are very familiar. Mrs Julie 
Ogden on behalf of the W.I. thanked 
Professor Chapman for a most 
interesting lecture.

So as we head towards autumn 
we have two meetings left. Our 
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November meeting on Tuesday 10th 
November in the Millennium Hall, 
at 7.45 pm, will feature Penny Varley 
talking about the ‘Life of a Studio 
Potter’. In December we will be going 
out to celebrate the festive season with 
a delicious meal.

Ladies, please come and join us 
at our next meeting for a ‘taster 
evening.’ You would be very welcome. 
Or contact me for details of our 
programme for the coming year.

Beryl Fleming (President)  

01865-358805

David Just Pipped By Richard  
Who Retains POTY Trophy!

After months of secrecy and experimental growing potions, only 2lbs 14oz 
separated the pumpkins of two rival Horton-cum-Studley farmers!

The Michaelmas Fair saw the “Big Weigh-In” and competitors proudly 
displayed their beauties for judging. There were 11 entries this year and 
although they were generally much smaller than last year there were some 
notable firsts. Alex Wood lovingly tended her plant over the past months and 
proudly produced her first really sizeable pumpkin, a 26.4lb entry winning 
her the “Best Newcomer”. Tim and Zoe managed to produce the first ever 
pumpkin for the Dixon family by taking over the watering duties from 
Lorraine. It weighed in at 11lbs exactly and won the prize for perseverance! 
Nick and Susan also produced their first pumpkin on their first attempt, and 
Angie Pullinger entered the first ever “triplets” of the competition. A prize 
was also awarded to Ann Stearns for the smallest entry, tipping the scales at a 
delicate 2lb 12oz. 

The final weigh-in for the POTY (Pumpkin of the Year) trophy between 
Richard Hawes and David Prosser was a close and tense affair, as both 
pumpkins looked a very similar size. Richard just managed to retain his POTY 
title, but David is hot on his heels and already plotting how to grow a bigger 
one next year! 

Thank you to everyone who took part and bought a plant this year. £164.15 
has been donated to Heads Up, a head and neck cancer charity. Plants for 
the 2016 competition will be available from May, how about having a go at 
growing a giant pumpkin? Green fingers definitely not necessary! 

Cathy Jenkins
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Caption Competition!

Here are the top pumpkin growers in our village – Richard Hawes (left) and 
David Prosser (right) – at the big weigh-in! Please send in your captions for this 
photo to Cathy Jenkins (crawfie@freeuk.com) – she is kindly donating a prize for 
the best one! 

ANOTHER VILLAGE LIMERICK

My pumpkin was such super size

It was destined to take the first prize

Then Richard weighed in

With a monster again

While mine made but three pumpkin pies!
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PARISH COUNCIL REPORT

The Parish Council would like to 
thank all the residents who kindly 
offered to take part in the SpeedWatch 
project. Unfortunately, our PCSO, 
Angela Alford, has been off duty due 
to illness, but should be returning to 
work during November. We will then 
endeavour to start up the SpeedWatch 
initiative. Since the diversions due to 
the closure of the Islip/Oddington/
Charlton-on-Otmoor road, the traffic 
through the village has increased and 
we must try to decrease the speed. We 
will be contacting all those who kindly 
volunteered their services in order to 
hold a meeting with Angela.

In order to control future 
development in the village we do 
need to convert the Village Plan 

(now called the Community Plan) 
into a Neighbourhood Plan. We 
have commissioned the Oxfordshire 
Rural Community Council to write 
up the Community Plan and create a 
brochure that will be delivered to each 
household. We can then see whether 
it is feasible to go on and develop a 
Neighbourhood Plan. 

The Parish Council meets every 
second Thursday of the month at 7.30 
pm in the Millennium Hall and we 
invite all residents to join us. There 
is a slot in the Agenda for public 
participation, so if you have any issues 
concerning the village, this is the time 
to raise them. 

Barbara Jewell (351315)

June Ward 
Thanksgiving

To all those who came to June’s 
thanksgiving service, I would like 
to say a big thank you to all of 
you, and also to the ladies who 
made such a wonderful tea.

Once again thank you to everyone, 
Best Wishes, Len and Family 
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HORTON-CUM-STUDLEY TENNIS CLUB 

We have had a great season – great club 
nights, plenty of matches and the coaching, 
as always, has been a huge success. To 
keep the tennis club going we need existing 
members and new members. Such a nice way 
to meet new families with children. Thank 
you to all the committee members, you all 
work really hard throughout the year, and 
we always enjoy our meetings at Studley 
Wood Golf Club! Lots of laughs! Here’s to a 
good 2016 – see you on the courts! 

Best Wishes, 

Sara Mander (Chairman) 

07850-231293

Exclusive Roots – Fair Trade shop
In this shop, everything sold helps to support people in poor communities in 
Africa. We sell fair trade, handmade products from all over sub-Saharan Africa 
– lots to choose from for Christmas gifts. If you take a look at the website 
(www.exclusiveroots.com) you will learn about our work. It is funded by 
Tabeisa (Technical and Business Education in South Africa) and headed by Prof. 
Jane Conlon MBE. Jane does all the buying and has a great sense of design. 

The shop is opposite Browns restaurant in 
Oxford – 8 
Woodstock 
Road, Oxford 
OX2 6HT 
(01865-
511992).

Kate MacFarlane
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THE OTMOOR CHALLENGE

Just when we (and you!) thought it 
was safe to sit back and forget about 
next year’s Otmoor Challenge for a 
while, suddenly it is creeping over 
the horizon and things need to be 
done. Firstly, we have had to finish 
sorting out the results of the 2015 
event, pay all the bills and then decide 
what to do with the money raised. 
There was lively discussion among the 
Otmoor Challenge Association (OCA) 
committee about how we should 
distribute funds. We decided that we 
should broaden the old definition of 
who our recipients should be to reflect 
more modern attitudes. We therefore 
decided that funds should go to local 
good causes, as well as charities with 
local connections, with the proviso that 
we should not attempt to fund anything 
that was the responsibility of the Parish 
or District councils, and neither should 
we commit ourselves to anything that 
would require repeated payments (i.e. 
rental or maintenance charges). We 
also have to retain enough funds to pay 
for the next year’s Challenge. We have 
decided, therefore, to distribute funds 
from the 2015 Challenge to:

Sir George Croke Almshouses £600
Friends of St Barnabas Church £600
Millennium Hall £1750
Friends of Beckley School £300
Sobell House Hospice £300

Chiltern Air Ambulance £400
Gardening Club £497
Women’s Institute £877

Our donations to the Almshouses and 
St Barnabas Church are not aimed at 
supporting either the residents or the 
religious function, but are to assist 
in the maintenance of these historic 
pieces of village architecture.

In addition, the committee have 
reviewed and updated the rules of 
the OCA, which were originally put 
together by Colonel Ted Shephard in 
1980, and last updated in 1991.

Over the rest of the autumn and winter, 
we will be preparing for next year, 
starting to advertise to runners, booking 
the marquee and public address system, 
sorting out the prizes and going through 
all the details that make yet another 
successful event. We are always open for 
suggestions on how to improve the day, 
so if you have any ideas, please contact 
me or any of the committee members. 
Needless to say, we are always happy 
to welcome anyone who would like to 
help. The 37th Otmoor Challenge will 
be on 4th June 2016 – so make sure it is 
in your diary!

Andrew Pennington, Chairman OCA 

www.otmoorchallenge.co.uk
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THE OTMOOR CHALLENGE 
www.otmoorchallenge.co.uk 

 
 

A Letter from Basil Lyster.... 
 

 
 
After 36 years with The Otmoor Challenge it is time for me to step down, and 
Andrew Pennington has agreed to take the Chair – I welcome his acceptance 
wholeheartedly. Over the years, the event has progressed expansively into its 
current form and is now able to use the Millennium Hall as a cornerstone of 
the whole occasion. 
 
Started in 1980, the Challenge is the brainchild of Col. Ted Shephard who 
was resident in the village and stationed at MoD Bicester. For the first 3 years 
of its life, the Challenge was under the control of the army and its aim was to 
raise funds for our playing field and army charities. We provided the site and 
assisted in the organization as well as sponsoring ourselves to run or walk. In 
1983, a committee from the village was formed to take the event forward 
under the umbrella of the Parish Council, and it has flourished to its current 
form/present level. 
 
The primary aim of the Challenge is to raise funds and to deliver any profits to 
local charities. The church, almshouses, village hall, W.I., gardening club and 
many others have all benefitted from this source. 
 
The first Saturday in June is our established date and this is well known. We 
attract many runners and walkers from a distance to this unique course. Our 
fete and evening entertainment is well attended by many from the locality. 
 
It has been my privilege to have been involved for all these years and I leave 
the Challenge knowing it is in good shape – well funded and with much of its 
own equipment. It has a framework of experienced committee members but 
will always need the goodwill and support of the villagers in the future. 
 
My thanks to all who have given me assistance over the years and I wish 
Andrew Pennington and the Otmoor Challenge a long and healthy future. 
 
Basil Lyster 
Titos 
H-c-S 
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Home FOOT CARE 

experience the relief and comfort from 
gentle foot care, in the relaxed environment of your 

own home 
Nail cutting and reduction 

Removal of corns and callus 
Fungal nail treatment 
Cracked, dry heels 

Foot massage 

Angie Ward SAC DIP, FHPT, FHPP 

07796 881157 
angiefootcare@gmail.com 

 
Fully Registered and Insured. 

 

You're in safe hands 

Money for Madagascar

Thank you to Georgie and 
Robert Muir for hosting a 
craft sale in aid of Money 
for Madagascar (www.
moneyformadagascar.org) – it 
was a great day and I bought 
most of my Christmas presents! 

Sara Mander
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Sat 21st Nov 10am - 5pm
Sun 22nd Nov 10am - 4.30pm

• OVER 60 STALLS • REFRESHMENTS
• UNIQUE GIFT IDEAS

THE SOBELL

G I F T FA I R2015
AT RADLEY COLLEGE

Christmas

Entry £6.00    Concessions £3.50

Radley College,  Abingdon
Oxfordshire  OX14 2HR

Charity Number 1118646

www.sobellhospicecharity.org.uk

GTs 
We were blessed with a beautiful evening in July for our annual country walk. 
It began and ended at the Crown in Charlton-on-Otmoor, which served up some 
great food. The weather on the night of the Safari Supper was also perfect, which 
helped make it possible to cycle or walk to the various venues between courses. 
After expenses, we raised £208, which we will use to place a plaque next to the 
tree planted in memory of Marilyn Newbury.

Forthcoming events include a visit to The Bombay Gin Distillery on November 
5th, Waddesdon’s Christmas market and Christmas lights on December 3rd, and 
a cinema trip to Bicester to see a live performance of Rhapsody/The Two Pigeons 
by The Royal Ballet. Finally, a meal out on the 20th February (venue yet to be 
decided) will finish off the programme before the next planning meeting on March 
10th.

For any further information about GTs please ring  
Ruth David on 01865-351444.
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NEWS FROM ST BARNABAS CHURCH 
Events
Michaelmas Fair

The Autumn Fair took place at the 
end of September on a lovely sunny 
day, in a different barn from last 
year, at Manor Farm. It was held by 
kind invitation of Colin and Caroline 
Badger. The café atmosphere, with 
tables and chairs out in the sun, meant 
it was a good place to see families 
and other villagers out enjoying the 
event. Many people supported the 
fair and bought lots of soup, cakes 
and raffle tickets, toys, gifts, books, 
plants and produce, and browsed bric-
a-brac looking for bargains. Richard 
Hawes won the trophy for the biggest 
pumpkin, just beating David Prosser. 
A grand total of just under £650 was 
raised, so our thanks to Colin and 
Caroline Badger for their generous 
hospitality, to Lisa and Lynn for 
organising it, to all the stallholders 
and helpers for their hard work, and 
of course to all of you who helped by 
spending money. 

P.S. Incidentally it would be 
appreciated if the person who bought 
8 lupin plants in a large square tray 
could return the tray to Rita Turner 
(351460) as it fits her mini greenhouse 
and was not intended for sale!

Thanksgiving for the Life of 
June Ward

Over 60 friends joined Len and his 
family on the afternoon of Sunday 
4th October to remember and give 
thanks for June’s life. The vicar led 
the service, which included three of 
June’s favourite hymns: What a friend 
we have in Jesus, All things bright 
and beautiful, and Abide with me. 
Tributes were paid by Lisa Mynheer, 
who mentioned June’s concern for 
others, her helpfulness, her constant 
faith through a long illness, and her 
service in the church over many years. 
The latter was illustrated by a piece 
written by Nicholas Orme that spoke 
of her willingness to join in making 
music with the children in church, 
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and her warm, happy, supportive 
and uncomplaining nature. Gill 
Esam, June’s art teacher from Long 
Crendon Baptist Church, spoke of her 
artistic ability, which was illustrated 
by some of her pictures, which were 
displayed in the Millennium Village 
Hall (MVH), and of her character 
demonstrated in her helpfulness to 
others and her concern for them, and 
of the faith that strengthened her. 
Many of the congregation went on 
to share their own recollections over 
tea and a great variety of cakes in 
the MVH, which many villagers had 
contributed for the occasion. But for 
we who share her belief, although we 
miss her, we look forward to seeing 
her again.

Harvest Festival
Our family friendly Harvest Festival 
in October was attended by over 
40 people, including some families 
with young children. It provided a 
great opportunity for thanksgiving 
for things that we so easily take for 
granted. The vicar, the Rev Andrew 
Pritchard-Keens, talked about the 

way harvest showed both the God 
of Nature and the Nature of God. 
The church was beautifully decorated 
thanks to Annie Payne coordinating 
a team of volunteers. Over £80 was 
collected to be given to the Churches 
Housing Trust, which not only 
provides food and shelter for people 
in need, but provides them with 
opportunities to move on in their 
personal lives. We collected eight 
boxes of packaged goods including 
23 tins of tuna and meat, 14 tins 
of soup, 40 tins of vegetables and 
tomatoes, 8 tins of fruit, 10 bottles of 
pasta sauce, packets of pasta, noodles, 
flour, cereals, rice, tea and coffee, and 
even 2 Christmas puddings. These 
were all taken to the Food Bank in 
Thame for distribution in emergency 
food parcels to people in need who 
have been referred to them by other 
agencies. Our thanks to everyone 
who contributed to the collections or 
displays.

Harvest Supper
On a rather gloomy day it was 
wonderful to go to the MVH and 
find it decorated with bunting and 
balloons in autumn colours, with tea 
lights flickering a welcome on long 
tables decorated with berries and 
autumn leaves from Otmoor. Over 
90 people of all ages sat down to 
eat pheasant and chestnut casserole, 
or chilli or veg lasagne, followed by 
delicious fruit crumbles with cream or 
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custard for dessert. The meal started 
with the vicar, Rev Andrew Pritchard-
Keens, saying, as Grace, the first 
verse from We Plough the Fields and 
Scatter so that, with Barbara Jewell 
leading, all of us could join in singing 
the chorus with Derek on the piano. 
Between the courses there was a quiz 
won by Pauline Cox’s table and the 
programme finished with a raffle. It 
was great to see so many neighbours 
of every age enjoying spending the 
evening in each other’s company. As 
well as it being a great social event 
for the village, all money raised will 

go to St Barnabas Church. Thank 
you especially to Rachel Hawes who 
donated the pheasant, as well as doing 
much of the cooking; to Lisa, Annabel 
and Liz for cooking, and all the people 
who kindly donated crumbles. Thank 
you to everyone who helped on the 
night and especially Mark as MC 
and Carol who made the whole thing 
happen. Thank you to everyone who 
came to support the evening.

Coming Events
The Remembrance Service will start 
at 10.50am on 8th November and 
the minute silence will be observed 
at 11.00am. Part of the service will 
take place in the churchyard, weather 
permitting, and we will be placing 
small wooden crosses in the garden, 
with names of those we wish to 
remember. 

Friends Reception 
Each year the Parochial Church 
Council expresses its thanks to all 
those Friends of St Barnabas by 
hosting a reception for them. This 
year it will be held in the church on 
Sunday November 1st at 6.00pm for 
an audience with Michael Bawtree, on 
‘Memories of Life at Studley Priory’. 
Please RSVP to Lisa or Nick Mynheer 
(351340 or lisamynheer@gmail.com) 
to help us with catering. Michael is an 
actor, author, playwright and director, 
and owes his cultured start in life to 
the rambling country house hotel his 
parents owned and managed in the 
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1950s – Studley Priory. He is visiting 
the UK with his latest book, the first 
volume of his memoirs, As Far As I 
Remember, which covers his formative 
years, from a wartime childhood and 
years at a rural prep school to an 
education at Radley College. There he 
formed a close friendship with Peter 
Cook, who was already on the brink 
of fame as a comedian and satirist, 
which helped to propel him towards 
a theatrical career. Signed copies of 
Michael’s book will be available for 
purchase on the evening and Michael 
is generously donating 20% of all 
proceeds to the church. Our beautiful 
listed village church is kept open and 
available for use by the generosity 
of the congregation and villagers. 
As with any old building there are 
associated costs with its upkeep and 
preservation, and the Friends of St 
Barnabas Church support this work. 
(Neither the government nor the 
Parish Council make contributions to 
these expenses.) If you would like to 
find out more, please contact Colin 
Jenkins (351543).

Christmas Services
We expect to have a Crib Service 
in the afternoon of Christmas Eve 
at 4pm in St Barnabas Church. The 
church is usually full on this occasion 
and it is a great opportunity to share 
the Christmas story with youngsters as 
the children play a part in recreating 
the manger scene. 

The Carol Service will be on 
Sunday 20th December at 3pm. The 
Christmas Eve service will be at St 
Barnabas. The service on Christmas 
Day will be at Beckley.

Contact
The vicar, the Rev Andrew Pritchard-
Keens (07944-522098), and the 
churchwardens, Lynn Whitaker 
(358838) and Andrew Payne 
(351018), would be pleased to talk 
to anyone who wants to know more 
about the church, or who would 
appreciate support from church 
members.

David Turner (351460)  

(dart.prioryend@btinternet.com)

Mobile library – new timetable and route

The Mobile Library service will stop at The Forge ONLY from 
14:30 to 14:50, on the following Thursdays:

November: 5, 19 December: 3, 17  January: 14, 28

February: 11, 25 March: 10, 24
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MULLED WINE, MINCE 
PIES & CHRISTMAS 
CHEER  

 
Millennium Hall,  
Horton-cum-Studley 
7.30pm  
 
The Millennium Hall Committee invite villagers to come together for a glass of mulled 
wine, a mince pie and Christmas cheer.  
 
No charge for admission but a collection and raffle will be held to raise money for the 
Alzheimer's Society.  

21 
DECEMBER Village Photography 

Competition 2015
Don’t forget to send your entries by 31st December to:

hortoncumstudleyparishcouncil@gmail.com 

[If you are unable to submit digital images you may send in print copies instead.]

There are separate prizes for adults, under 18s and under 12s.

Enquiries to: 
Alexia Lewis [351025]  

Clerk for Horton-cum-Studley Parish Council 

Photo by Sara Mander
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MULLED WINE, MINCE 
PIES & CHRISTMAS 
CHEER  

 
Millennium Hall,  
Horton-cum-Studley 
7.30pm  
 
The Millennium Hall Committee invite villagers to come together for a glass of mulled 
wine, a mince pie and Christmas cheer.  
 
No charge for admission but a collection and raffle will be held to raise money for the 
Alzheimer's Society.  

21 
DECEMBER 
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An Interview with ................ Bob Wakelin
I often see 
Bob walking 
around the 
village – 
usually when 
I am just off 
out myself, or 
zipping by on 
my bicycle. 
So I dropped 
by to have a 
longer chat 
and find out 
a little more 
about this 

familiar figure in the village. 

As I approach the attractive 17th 
century strap-hinged, studded door of 
No. 1, The Almshouses, I am greeted 
by the cheery-natured Bob. 

Bob was born in Horton-cum-Studley 
on 11th June 1935. He is the third of 
seven children. At 80 years old, he tells 
me he is ‘the last of the oldies’ in the 
village. 

Diana: Where were you born?

Bob: Elm Tree Farm, a thatched 
cottage - it stood in the grounds of 
(what is now) Forge Close. Then we 
moved to Yew Tree Cottage when I 
was 4.

Diana: You’ve certainly seen some 
changes over the years.

Bob: Yes, there used to be a timber 
yard where Silver Hayes and Green 
Sleeves now stand – it was run by a 
man called George Robin, they called 
him Cocky Robin (he chuckles) (a 
reference to the old-fashioned nursery 
rhyme). 

The village I know has gone. We’ve 
lost a lot of the old houses. Old 
cottages replaced. No school, no 
shop, no pub. In those days we had 
everything – including a better bus 
service. 

Diana: When did you feel it really 
started changing..?

Bob: When they started knocking 
old houses down and building new 
ones in the late 1950s. The thing that 
made me laugh was all the new people 
moved in, and when they realised 
what village life was like, they didn’t 
like the smell of the farmyard, didn’t 
like the farmer mucking out, or 
chucking silage, and a lot moved out 
and new ones moved in – who knew 
what the countryside was like.

Diana: What does it mean to you 
living in Horton-cum-Studley now...?

Bob: Not a lot, but its gained a lot 
since those days. We’ve got mains 
water, electricity, which we never had, 
main drainage, we’ve got footpaths 
and pavement now – never had that 
before.. also we never had the traffic. 
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At times you would see two cars a day. 

Throughout the interview, Bob is keen 
to share photos from a family album. 

Bob: Find me on there… (he says 
with relish, pointing to a village group 
photo) 

Can you spot Bob? I couldn’t on my 
first guess. The answer is at the end of 
the article…

Diana: What sort of things make you 
happy?

Bob: Meeting people, having a natter, 
seeing the dogs when they are being 
walked, being out in the garden.

Diana: Do you grow anything?

Bob: Veg and dahlias. The soil is 
easier here... quick drainage… known 
as cornbrash

Bob started gardening when he was 
7. He helped his mother and learned 
how things were done. His former 
occupations include gardener and 
groundsman at Oxford Polytechnic 
(now Oxford Brookes University).

Diana: You’ve seen big changes – is 
there anything that jumps into your 
mind..?

Bob: One daft thing I remember is the 
guide post on ‘Middle Corner’, what 
we called the Blacksmiths Corner, it 

was taken down during the war 
in case of an invasion (didn’t 
want to show them the way), 
all guide posts were taken down 
and put up again after the war.

Diana: You will have seen the 
blacksmith working at the 
Forge on the corner.

Bob: Yes, George Mills was the 
blacksmith in my day.

Diana: Did you like seeing him 
working?

Bob: If he wasn’t in a bad mood.. 
when he was in a bad mood he would 
ignore you.. 

Diana: What put him in a bad mood?

Bob: When a horse was playing up… 
the horse would kick him and he’d 
come flying out the door…if he put 
the nail in the wrong way…the horse 
would let him know it..

Diana: Any other moments..? 
Memories that stick out..?

Bob: Not so many (working) farms as 
there were. I think we’ve got roughly 
4 or 5 now and there used to be 
about 10.
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Diana: You used 
to do a lot of 
p h o t o g r a p h y 
for the village 
newsletter.

Bob: That 
was good fun 
– but it got 
expensive to 
get film printed 
– then, when 
people started 
going over to 
digital, I got left 
behind… I’m 

not very fond of digital work.

Bob tells me he belonged to three 
photographic societies where he won 
prizes and trophies – three in one year 
for portrait and model work. 

Diana: Tell me about school life?

Bob: The primary school was behind 
the church – we used to walk to and 
from school. We’d hear bomb practice.

Diana: Really?

Bob: Bombs going off on Otmoor, you 
could feel the thuds. 

Bob recalls how one bomb was 
dropped – accidentally – between the 
church, pub, shop and cottages (near 
the foot of Horton Hill).

Another memory of Bob’s is that he 
could see the German planes flying 
over and he witnessed the glow of 
orange light on the horizon from the 

Violet Wakelin (Bob’s mum)

Ben Wakelin  
(Bob’s dad)
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bombings in Coventry. It was visible 
all around Oxford.

Diana: Did you like school?

Bob: It was painful (health wise) as 
I had mastoids and had to have an 
operation when I was 7. I’d been in 
hospital as a baby too, to have my 
palette done – twice. A lot of my 
education is self-taught. I still read 
a lot.

Diana: Do you have a favourite book?

Bob: I like reading biographies, and 
I also like reading history, now my 
subject is stage coaches.

Diana: Did you get any enjoyment 
from school?

Bob: Yes, when the evacuees came 
from London I’d listen to the way they 
talked, some were proper cockney. 
Children didn’t know what a cow 
was like – and they’d never seen wells 
before. They didn’t realise water came 
out the well. That’s when the jokes 
came in (like): “Where does milk come 
from..?” “Out the bottle…”

On a follow-up visit, Bob produces 
a file of his own hand-written notes 
covering local history, geography and 
stories. There are topics from ancient 
history of ‘The Gully’, an underground 
stream dating back to Roman times, 
to the story of a funeral that could not 
take place in the village church due 
to difficulties in getting a coffin over 
a stile – Bob tells me there is an area 

of land (fenced off and consecrated) 
between Ragnalls Lane and Mill Lane.

We talked on more personal tales 
of home life, the hardships (such as 
rationing), the year his father couldn’t 
come home for Christmas (1941) due 
to the war effort, and even a spine-
tingling ghost tale, a true experience 
for Bob while marking out white lines 
on a hockey pitch in Cowley.

Bob is keen to add his thanks to all 
the people who have helped and 
supported him in the past year since 
he was diagnosed with cancer. He 
really appreciates people taking time 
for a chat. 

Interview by Diana Moore

Bob aged 5 with sister Brenda

Bob aged 2
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AGE UK OXFORDSHIRE
The Community Information 
Network Directory
If you would like to find out what there 

is to do locally, this directory is for you. 

The directory is a simple online tool 

that enables you to search for activities, 

support and opportunities that are local to 

you. It is free and easy to use, featuring a 

wide variety of opportunities from across 

the county, from exercise classes to IT 

classes and singing groups, U3As, lunch 

clubs, W.I.s, mobile libraries and many 

more. The directory also gives information 

about activities happening in your area on 

Sundays. The directory can be accessed 

via the website at: www.ageuk.org.uk/

oxfordshire

Message in a Bottle Scheme
There can be many problems faced by the 

Emergency Services when they are called 

into the home of someone who lives on 

their own and who has, perhaps, collapsed 

or been involved in an incident. Who is 

this person? What medication are they 

taking? Are they allergic to anything? Who 

is their next of kin? Who is their doctor? 

This is where the ‘message in a bottle’ is 

invaluable as it is there to help vulnerable 

people who are potentially at risk. The 

plastic bottle measures 4” × 2” – personal 

information, such as medical conditions, 

regular medications and doctor’s details 

are written on a form provided and placed 

inside the bottle. The bottle is placed in 

the fridge and a green sticker is placed on 

the outside door of the fridge. The second 

sticker is placed on the inside of the main 

entrance door. I have a supply of bottles 

for anyone requiring one.

Contact the Elderly
Contact the Elderly is a national charity 

solely dedicated to tackling loneliness 

and social isolation among older people. 

Supported by a network of volunteers, 

the charity organises monthly Sunday 

afternoon tea parties for small groups 

of older people, aged 75 and over, who 

live alone. If you would like to make a 

difference in your community and really 

enjoy a very happy tea party once a month, 

please contact Suzan Hyland, National 

Volunteer Support Officer on 0207 881 

2361. You can find out more on the 

website at: www.contact-the-elderly.org.uk

Solemates
The average person takes 10,000 steps a 

day. That means in a lifetime we walk the 

equivalent of 115,000 miles or 4 times 

round the world! Looking after your feet 

is one of the most important aspects of 

personal health care, whatever your age. 

Solemates is a basic toe nail cutting service 

that trims toe nails, and refreshes tired 

and aching feet. The initial assessment is 

free. Sessions are every 8 weeks for 20–30 

minutes and each session costs £15. If you 

would like to know more please call Age 

UK Oxfordshire on 0333 577 1044.

Ann Stearns – Parish link for  

Age UK Oxfordshire
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HORTON-CUM-STUDLEY GARDENING CLUB 

Our first summer meeting was to 
the Coach House, Ampney Crucis, 
Cirencester. We were blessed with a 
lovely warm spring day that showed 
the garden off to perfection. We 
finished our visit with afternoon tea. 
Once again we had a very successful 
Otmoor Challenge plant stall, raising 
some £497 for club funds. Many 
thanks to all of the helpers and those 
who brought plants to sell, without 
whom we would not have a stall. Our 
annual coach trip this year was to 
Northamptonshire, when we visited 
Lamport Hall and Kelmarsh Hall, 
which were conveniently not very 
far apart, with a pub between them 
that did a very good lunch. Our final 
summer visit was to The Grange, 
Chalgrove, a very well-supported visit, 
which finished with tea, cake and 
biscuits. Many thanks to Alex Wood 
who organised all of our outings.

The grand finale to the summer 
programme was our members evening, 
which was held at Yew Tree Cottage, 
the home of Richard and Rachel 
Hawes, when we celebrated the 25th 
anniversary of the formation of the 
club with some sparkling wine and a 
special supper. Photos and mementos 
were displayed, and for a change we 
were blessed with some nice weather.

We finish the year with two indoor 
meetings: a talk about, “Finding and 
conserving traditional varieties of 
British fruit” at the end of October, 
and on Tuesday November 17th our 
treasurer will talk about “A kitchen 
garden to feed the family”. Our AGM 
is on Tuesday January 19th in the 
Millennium Hall.

Any queries to Richard Hawes 
(01865-351540).

Photo by David Turner
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Crossword1 2 3 4 5 6
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8

9

10 11

12 13

14 15

16 17

18 19
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Across

Switzerland hiding in play 
about old Greek coin (7)

1

narrow, angular bone (4)

7 New flight lacks width (6) 
8 Family matriarch (7)

9 Primarily unusually, long, 

Assists platform in turmoil (4)10

Man with tailless bird has 
writers block? (7)

12

Puget Sound for example (7)14

It may be rigged (4)16

Get word (4)18

Lively party (5,2)20

Stick poster In this place (6)21

Thrash Tony Robinson with 
small amount (7)

22

Down

Humiliate Edgar and Ed 
when they get together (7)

1

Prize in hospital room (5)2

Conceal animal skin (4)3

Arch in any lawless state (7)4

Victories (8)5

Evict Barbera with small 
amount (6)

6

Hoarder (8)11

Honourable behaviour on the 
pitch perhaps (7)

12

Return of ill health when 
arboreal lattice recedes 
without ivy (7)

13

Exhausts and loses ones 
balance perhaps! (6)

15

Crime (5)17

Knight in shining armour 
hiding in the rose bush! (4)
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Come on all you 
Horton-cum-Studley 

cruciverbalists! 
The winner of the 

last crossword was 
Mr Robert Hayday from  

Ickford!

The closing date for 
this crossword is 30th 

November 2015.

All entries to Pauline 
Cox at Grove House, 
Horton Hill. The first 
correct entry wins a 

bottle of wine.



 

 

 

ALMSHOUSE  VACANCY 
 
 

SIR GEORGE CROKE’S CHARITY 
(Registered Charity no. 203974) 

 
The Almshouse Cottages, Horton-cum-Studley, has a vacancy for 
a single person or a married couple. Preferred applicants will be 
elderly, retired persons of limited financial means, who are in a 
good state of health but now in need of sheltered accommodation. 
Preference will be given to those from the parishes of Chilton, 
Waterstock, Beckley or any other within 6 miles of the almshouse 
buildings. 
 
❖ Comfortable ground-floor accommodation, overlooking a 

large secluded garden 
 
❖ Self-contained kitchen/sitting room, bedroom, bathroom/wc 

 
For further details about the vacancy and an application form, please 
contact: 

Mr A J Robson 
Sidleys Chartered Surveyors 
6 King Edward Street 
Oxford OX1 4JL 
Tel: 01865 726016 
email: ARobson@sidleys.co.uk   
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Village Classifieds

HORTON PETCARE SERVICES

Now offers DOG GROOMING. From bath and tidy to full groom, clipping to hand 
stripping, in addition to our other services in caring for your pets. Fully insured, City & 

Guilds qualified. Contact Lynn Whitaker 01865 358838 or 07795 550851.  
E-mail – lyndawhitaker@btinternet.com

PILATES FOR MEN

Every Tuesday 7.30pm – 8.30pm
Grove House, Horton Hill

Spaces limited – booking essential
For more information or to reserve a place, ring Pauline: 01865 351367 or 07710 588367

USE OF A PADDOCK – FOR PONY GRAZING

If anyone would like to put a pony in a paddock at Studley Brick Kiln, please get in touch with Mrs E. M.

[Advert kindly forwarded by David Turner (dart.prioryend@btinternet.com)]

HORTON-CUM-STUDLEY PLAYGROUP

Mondays 10 – 11.30am at the Millennium Village Hall, Horton-cum-Studley £1 per family Contact 
Angela Lee – Angelalee2@icloud.com

J C GARDEN MAINTENANCE

Experienced mature gardener. Public liability insurance.

Services include – planting, weeding, tidying beds and borders; pruning small 
trees, shrubs and roses; painting and staining sheds, fences, decking and 

garden furniture; power washing patios, paths and decking. 

For an informal chat contact me: Jim Caple 01295-268614 (evenings) or 
mobile 07958-459876

Email – jimcaple123@hotmail.co.uk

Live in Horton-cum-Studley? Have 
something for sale? Or a service/business 

you want to promote? Free of charge? 
Yes? Then this section is for you! 

Send your short text advert to the 
editor at claudettedoe@yahoo.
co.uk by February 14 2016 for 
inclusion in the March issue.
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HOME PHYSIOTHERAPY SERVICE

Physiotherapy in your own home with an experienced local physiotherapist.  
Established 20 years. Conditions treated – neurological problems, falls and balance,  

and post-surgery recovery. 

Contact Judy Delafield on 07768-877568.  
Email/website: judy@home-physio.co.uk/www.home-physio.co.uk

Serves 4–5

2 lbs pork fillet
Freshly ground black pepper
2 tablespoons finely chopped onion
4 tablespoons butter
½ lb thinly sliced mushrooms
½ pint sour cream
Salt, nutmeg and mace

Method
• Cut fillet across the grain ½” thick.

• Place meat between two pieces of cling film and flatten with a wooden rolling 
pin.

• Season meat to taste.

• Sauté the onion in half the butter until it starts to turn colour. Remove from 
pan and keep warm.

• Add sliced pork and sauté until it begins to brown on both sides. Add a little 
more butter if necessary. Remove meat from the pan and keep warm.

• Add remaining butter to the same pan and sauté mushrooms until brown.

• Return meat and onions to pan.

• Add the sour cream and season with salt, nutmeg and mace.

Serve with brown rice.

Elizabeth Kenworthy-Browne

PORK STROGANOFF
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NEWS FROM OXFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL AND 
CHERWELL DISTRICT COUNCIL

FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR and 
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR for OTMOOR 
Tim Hallchurch
After a quiet August, September was 
very busy for councillors and October 
started off even more busy. I often 
wonder why I have committed myself 
to so many meetings and events! 
In September I attended 17 County 
Council meetings and 7 Cherwell 
District Council meetings, as well as 
the English Speaking Union (ESU), 
School Leavers Awards and committee 
meeting. I also attended the Soldiers 
of Oxfordshire reception, a memorial 
service and a Victoria County History 
Trustees meeting. A highlight was my 
first Oxford DFAS meeting at the new 
Andrew Wiles Building, Mathematical 
Faculty of the University of Oxford. 
This is the new building on the Radcliffe 
Observatory Quarter and is situated 
beside the building that was the old 
Radcliffe Infirmary, now part of the 
Humanities Faculty of the University. 
After the AGM there was a wonderful 
talk about The Mystery of Holbein’s 
‘Ambassadors’. In September we were 
invited to the Oxford Silver Society 
Dinner at St John’s College where we 
were privileged to be able to examine 
some of the amazing college silver 
dating back to the 14th century.

East–West Rail Update  
(Bicester–Oxford)
• The railway opened to the public as 

planned on 26 October. 
• Some essential works will be 

provided as a temporary alternative 
to enable the railway to open, 
examples are
– Cycle and pedestrian access 

from A4165 to Oxford Parkway 
station

– Footpath diversion Elm Tree 
Farm/Langford Lane Wendlebury.

• There will be non-essential works 
awaiting completion after 26 
October, examples are
– Traffic signing to Oxford 

Parkway – existing Water Eaton 
P&R signs to remain mostly 
without alteration

– New traffic signals operating 
system A4165/Oxford Parkway 
access.

• Mill Lane, Islip, equestrian/
bike/pedestrian bridge opened 
on 13  October, remedial works 
to bridge surface awaited and 
temporary mounting blocks in place 
for equestrian use.

• London Road, Bicester level crossing 
reopened 15 October. 

• Oxford Parkway internal junction 
new layout agreed for construction 
before 26 October.

• Revised Park & Ride bus service 500 
to link Oxford and Oxford Parkway 
Stations from 26 October.

Tim Hallchurch 

timothy.hallchurch@oxfordshire.gov.uk  

01865-377099
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COUNTRY COLUMN

We seem to have had a funny 
summer. Rain has only been on 
and off, with just about enough 
to keep things moving, although 
it could have been a bit warmer 
at times.

However, most things seem to have 
kept growing alright. The grass has 
certainly needed a lot of cutting, 
and the hay and silage crops have 
been very heavy.

Arable crops were watched with 
some concern with the drier 
conditions, but we need not have 
worried as when the combines 
started to roll our fears were 
allayed and some bumper crops 
have been harvested. Not only did 
the grass do well, but straw was 
also abundant, leading to a lot 
being chopped behind the combine 
and worked into the ground, 
adding more humus to the soil.

The downside to this is that prices 
for cereals are hovering around 
£105 per tonne, a price that we 
exceeded when we finished farming 
in 2000. Add to this the increased 
cost of inputs to grow the crop, 
then farmers are worse off now, 
the only saving grace to offset 
this is the slightly higher yields.

Harvest was relatively easy except 
for a week at the end of August 
when we had some heavy rain. We 
had some heavy rain around the 
third week of September, which 
halted field work for a few days, 
although most of the autumn 
planting is now finished. 

On the livestock side there is 
concern over the milk and lamb 
prices, which leave little margin to 
work with.

Once again the green woodpecker 
has had four young in the garden 
and can be seen busily feeding on 
the large supply of ants.

In the middle of September for a 
week or so I was able to watch 
some 1000 Grey lag and Canada 
geese flight onto the stubbles to 
clear up spilt grain, a wonderful 
sight when they took to the air, 
and what a noise.

The pundits are predicting a cold 
winter; well the Bewick’s swans 
are arriving nearly a month earlier 
than normal – is this a sign? 
The last really hard winter was 
2009/2010.

Richard Hawes
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Horton-cum-Studley Village Newsletter is published three times a year by the Parish Council.
Would all regular contributors please submit copy on disk or e-mail.

Next issue deadline is 14 February 2016. 
Send your views, letters, photos to Claudette Doe at claudettedoe@yahoo.co.uk

Views expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily those of the Parish Council.
Design by Jenna Zan @ Zed • Print/Produced by Parchment

Published by H-c-S Parish Council 2015.  
For enquiries regarding delivery, please contact Richard and Rachel Hawes on 01865 351540.
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I’ve heard that the new pension reforms mean that I will have full access to my 
pension pot when I turn 55. How do I work out what I should do with my 
pension savings? 
 
The pension reforms that came in this April give people the freedom to access their 
defined contribution pension how and when they want. You can buy an annuity, or 
take your pension out in one go, or withdraw it bit by bit and leave some of it 
invested. Planning for your retirement can be complicated so it’s important to get 
guidance on your options. 
 
The good news is that the Government has introduced Pension Wise, a new free 
service offering guidance online, over the phone with The Pensions Advisory 
Service, or face to face with Citizens Advice. The appointments are pre-booked 45 
minute sessions tailored to your individual circumstances. Guidance is impartial, 
meaning that it will not recommend products or services, but they will describe your 
options and help you consider their impact. 
 
To get the most out of Pension Wise guidance, preparation is key. First, work out the 
value of your pension pots. Look at your most recent statement, or contact your 
provider. Check if there are any restrictions attached. Next, get a state pension 
forecast, and gather the details of any benefits you receive. 
 
The next step is to work out your likely expenditure. Include the cost of essentials 
like housing or utilities, and leisure activities. This should give you a rough budget. 
 
Bring the information to your Pension Wise appointment. Your guider will help you 
think through your circumstances, and present the options available to you. 
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Georgina Lewis and  
Niamh tackle the water! 
©SimonCoatesPhotography.co.uk

Otmoor Riding Group

It was a busy summer for the group 
with our 10th birthday celebrations 
in progress. The birthday BBQ 
was blessed with a fantastically 
hot day, copious amounts of food, 
birthday cake and some rather 
enthusiastic singing and dancing from 
some members (who shall remain 
nameless!). A few days later we held 
a special birthday supper meeting 
with Jon Beale from the Oxfordshire 
County Council Rights of Way 
department as our guest speaker. Jon 
helps look after around 2602 miles of 
rights of way in Oxfordshire, which 
include 1730 miles of footpaths, 

672   miles of bridleways and nearly 
6000 gates. His work also includes 
dealing with outside projects that 
might impact on the rights of 
way network, such as planning 
applications and rail improvements.

Many of the group have been out and 
about at competitions. The Charlton-
on-Otmoor horse show in August was 
again a wonderful day out enjoyed by 
many local riders. As always, a huge 
thanks to the volunteers who organise 
and run this event, including our own 
Emma Teasdale who ably stepped in 
at the last minute to judge a number 

of the classes. Vicki Dooley had 
a fantastic day riding her horse 
Fletcher, who won first prize 
in the Best Turned Out class. In 
September the Waddon Chase 
Hunter Trials took part, and 
Georgina Lewis and Gemma 
Marsden were the only members 
of our group brave enough to 
tackle the fearsome looking 
jumps! 

Otmoor Riding Group (358363)



Harvest 
Supper at the 

Millennium Hall

Summer fun with the  
Horton-cum-Studley Tennis Club


