
Dear EAG. I am writing to you in my role as Chair of the Parish Council for Horton Cum Studley, regarding 
the proposed route for the Oxford Cambridge Expressway, and would like this email to be submitted to the 
Highways agency. 
Meetings have been held in the Parish and there is an overwhelming concern with the village that either, 
B&C would have a massive negative impact on the Parish and the broader area of Otmoor. 
 
If the proposed route is to the East of Oxford, in either Corridor B or C, this would potentially lead to the 
village of Horton cum Studley being surrounded to the North East  by the M40, and the South by the 
Expressway. 
 
The village contains 13 Grade II listed buildings and three Grade II* buildings (Studley Priory, The Alms 
Houses and The Old Weir), and is one of the seven villages of Otmoor. 
In addition the Parish has four archaeological sites, Asham Mead buried village, Horton Shrunken village, 
Double Moat ruin (between Studley wood and Stanton Little Wood, and a medieval former road at 
Whitecross Green Wood. There is a roman road which crosses Otmoor and Josephs Stone (which is an 
artefact of unknown origin) but is noted as important by the Ashmolean museum. 
 
The area of Otmoor is a flood plain and is important in preventing further flooding in Oxford, and could 
impact upon Oxfords existing plans for flood defence. .In addition, its marshland environment has its own 
micro climate from which fog can arise at any time in cold weather.  
 
The Otmoor RSPB reserve is an important Wetland reserve.  It is home to circa 90 species of breeding 
birds, and is the winter home of many migratory birds. Key species on the reserve include Bitterns, Turtle 
Doves, Cuckoos, and Marsh Harriers. Otters and water voles also breed on Otmoor and there are 
numerous species of dragonflies and butterflies. 
 
In addition to the actual Otmoor reserve, there are multiple SSSIs which collectively act as a nature 
corridor.  Removing any one of these sites would disrupt the corridor and endanger the survival of rare 
species. 
 
The SSSIs include Whitecross Green Wood, home to Black and Brown Hairstreak Butterflies, hares,and 
nightingales; Bernwood Forest, an ancient woodland and home to Black and Brown Hairstreaks, and 
Purple Emperors; Bernwood Meadows containing Hairstreaks, Greenwing Orchids and hares; and Asham 
Meads BBOWT Reserve with ancient fields that harbour rare communities of national and local botanical 
rarities,including maroon-flowered great burnet, meadow fox-tail grass, tubular water-dropwort and Green 
Winged Orchids, as well as Brown and Black Hairstreaks. State of Nature Report 2013, building on SSSI 
would be against the governments committeement to improving Bio Diversity  
 
The impact of a road would be an increase in pollution of all natures, noise, littering, air and water quality. It 
could also accidentially lead to the introduction of non native species to the area.In addition the villages of 
Otmoor do not have street lighting and the lights of Oxford and Bicester can just be discerned in the 
distance, the road would also bring unwanted light pollution. 
 
The Government signed up to the Paris Climate Accord and in doing so, it agreed to reduce carbon 
emissions. Additional road building will almost certainly increase Carbon Emission. In an effort to reduce 
the carbon footprint of the development and its on going usage, the most direct route should be built,or to 
use existing roads and widen/improve. This would lead to the lowest amount of concrete being used, and 
will also minimise the mileage required to travel between the two cities. S2 route would be built across 
marshland and in all probability would require elevated sections which would increase the requirement for 
concrete. 
 Review of other routes show major SSSi site to the West of Oxford. The Southern Corridor has the fewest 
SSSI and provides the most direct route between the two towns, it would require new roads and have a 
bigger carbon footprint to develop, but would have the lowest carbon footprint for users of the road. In 
addition to that the S2 route is very similar to the proposed route of the M40 which was discounted and 
routed to avoid the area of Otmoor. 
 
Once our environment is damaged it cannot be rebuilt.  Please respect our environment and do not support 
any route across the Otmoor Parishes. 

 


