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Happy 90th Birthday Your Royal Majesty!



Windmill Windows  Est 1999 

Address: 

Unit 1, 

68 Worminghall Rd 

Oakley, Bucks 

HP18 9QY 

www.windmillwindows.com / Tel: 01844 237070 

Products: 

*Windows 

*Doors 

*Bi-Folds & Patio Sliders 

*Conservatories 

*Fascia / Soffit & Guttering 

*Glazing 

“Windmill Windows is a local family run business established in 
1999, supplying and installing a large range of products in all 
materials, including uPVC, Composite, Timber and Aluminium. 

Please feel free to pop in to see us, call us or visit our website  for 
any information you are after. All our quotes are free of charge 
and obligation free.” 
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The Horton-cum-Studley Village Party  
for the Queen’s 90th Birthday

The skies cleared for a wonderful celebration of the Queen’s 90th birthday on 
12th June 2016. We were treated to the mellow sounds of a jazz quartet, and a 
sumptuous selection of cakes and savoury dishes. Children played rounders, 
tennis, football, had stories and craft sessions, and there was a tremendous spirit 
of community, history and laughter. I would like to commend the members of the 
Parish Council for their efforts and would personally like to thank Barbara Jewell 
for her co-ordination of such a memorable occasion. Sovereign coins were given to 
the children from Horton-cum-Studley and all villagers were given a commemorative 
book by the church, and the fancy dress competition was a delight. A beautiful cake 
for her Majesty was made by Lynn Croft. The cake was cut by Anneke Lyster, who 
shares the Queen’s birthday. Barbara drew attention to the newly framed collection 
of embroidered mementos from the W.I., which has recently been hung in the 
meeting room at the Millennium Hall. A truly special afternoon.

Kate MacFarlane
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PARISH COUNCIL REPORT

The Parish Council is pleased to 
report that, during February and 
March, nine residents of the village 
completed a training course on using 
the Speed Indication Device (SID) with 
PCSO (police community support 
officer) Jayne McLauchlan, and our 
first session was carried out on 11th 
April. After four sessions, we recorded 
16 motorists travelling over 35 mph 
and they have received letters from the 
police. Unfortunately, circumstances 
prevented us carrying out a session 
in May, but we are going to use the 
SID during the week beginning 20th 
June. We now have 19 volunteers on 
the list, but we need more so that we 
can fill up the rota when people are 
unavailable. Please contact Barbara 
Jewell (tel. 351315) if you feel able to 
be a volunteer.

The Annual Parish Meeting was held 
on 9th June and was reasonably well 
attended. We had a lively discussion 
with one of our district councillors, 
Tim Hallchurch, mainly about the 
state of the roads. There is a lack of 
money, but we will keep notifying 
Oxfordshire Highways of the 
problems. We also discussed the issue 
of erecting Vehicle Activated Signs at 
the three entrances to our village. The 
majority of residents were in favour of 
buying these signs, but we will have to 

recruit volunteers to maintain them – 
cleaning and recharging batteries. Our 
other two elected district councillors, 
Simon Holland and David Hughes, 
were invited to the meeting but 
unfortunately were not able to be with 
us.

After several meetings with the 
Heyfordian bus company we have 
secured a revised timetable, which was 
published in the May edition of the 
Four Parishes Newsletter. This is an 
improvement on the first proposal, but 
it will only continue if there is enough 
support, so....... 
PLEASE USE 
THE BUS.

Sunday 12th June was the day of the 
Village Party to celebrate the 90th 
Birthday of Our Majesty Queen 
Elizabeth II. We all woke up to a 
very wet morning and heavy rain 
showers continued up until about 
2.50 pm, after which the sun came 
out and stayed with us, giving us 
a wonderfully warm and sunny 
afternoon. It was great to see so 
many families enjoying themselves in 
friendship, activities and food. On a 
personal note, I would like to thank 
all those who made the afternoon so 
enjoyable and all the residents who 
came with such wonderful food. 
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I would like to thank Liz Buttery, 
Christina Russell, Andrew Hollyer and 
Sara Mander for organising activities 
on the field, Laura Mermet-Burnet 
for the craft work with the infants 
and the Book Club for reading stories 
to the little ones. Finders Keepers, 
the estate agents, sponsored us for 
giving prizes and making posters, 
and we do thank them. The GTs and 
W.I. worked extremely hard making 
tea and laying out food, as well as 
decorating the hall, and the Gardening 
Club provided the floral decorations. 
Thank you! Photos of the event, 
which you will see in this magazine, 

were taken by Kate McFarlane and 
we thank her for giving us the benefit 
of her expertise. We give a big thank 
you to Tim Dawes and his quartet for 
entertaining us with such wonderful 
music and making the afternoon so 
special. Finally, I would like to give a 
special mention to Alexia Lewis, our 
Parish Clerk, for all the administration 
she did in organising the event, from 
invitations to ordering partyware for 
the occasion. It was a truly successful 
event!

Barbara Jewell (351315)

A message from Anneke Lyster  
(who cut the special birthday cake at the Horton-cum-Studley 

Village Party for the Queen’s birthday)..............
Just a few words to say an enormous 
“Thank You” to all those involved in 
arrangements at the Millennium Village 
Hall. It looked fabulous in red white and 
blue, and the lovely flowers and flags 
– not to forget a totally magnificent 
cake!! The Queen would have been proud 
of it all. Many congratulations on a very 
successful event.
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HORTON-CUM-STUDLEY W.I.
Our A.G.M. was held in March. The 
present committee was re-elected and 
Mrs Barbara Raleigh was voted onto 
the committee to serve for the coming 
year. Our speaker at the April meeting 
was Mrs Amanda Ponsonby, who for 
a number of years was PA to Lady 
Thatcher during her time as Prime 
Minister. Mrs Ponsonby’s story of life 
at No. 10 Downing Street was most 
interesting and gave us an insight into 
Mrs Thatcher as a woman who valued 
and supported those who worked on 
her team.

Each year, W.I.s throughout the 
country are asked to vote on a 
resolution that will then be taken to 
the national A.G.M. in June. We were 
fortunate to get a W.I. Federation 
Advisor to assist us in making our 
decision.

The Otmoor Challenge and Fete is 
an event we are always pleased to be 

i n v o l v e d 
with. Once 
a g a i n , 
Mrs Annie 
A n d e r s o n 
k i n d l y 
agreed to 
manage and 
organize the 
c a t e r i n g , 
and she has 
written a 

report on what was a very successful 
day.

As an organization we were delighted 
to be involved in the arrangements 
for the village birthday tea in honour 
of the Queen and to have on display 
in the small hall (at the Millennium 
Village Hall) the restored embroidered 
screen made by Horton-cum-Studley 
W.I. members in the early 1950s in 
readiness for the Queen’s coronation. 
After seeking advice, we removed 
the existing screen and have had 
the embroidery framed. It illustrates 
the countryside and is signed by the 
makers. It also includes the signature 
of Lady Denman, the national 
chairman of the W.I. from 1917 
to 1946, who was instrumental in 
establishing Denman College, the W.I. 
education centre near Abingdon.

Our summer programme allows us to 
enjoy a range of activities, including a 
theatre trip to the Watermill Theatre 
at Bagnor, afternoon tea in a member’s 
garden and finally a visit to Upton 
House near Banbury. In September, we 
commence our autumn programme. 

We meet on the second Tuesday in 
the month at 7.45pm. We are always 
pleased to welcome visitors; please 
telephone me if you would like more 
details.

Beryl Fleming (President)  

(358805)Photo by Kate MacFarlane
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HORTON-CUM-STUDLEY TENNIS CLUB
Parent/Toddler Tennis & Junior Tennis coaching
Fridays and Saturday mornings have been buzzing at the tennis courts since May, 
the coaching has been going very well and we have been lucky with the weather as 
well so far. Due to the success, we are looking to extend the coaching to the end of 
July, and then starting afresh with coaching from September to mid-October.

Rusty Racquets
The first 4 week session is underway, and two more 4 week sessions booked in. If 
you are interested, we have 3 spaces left starting June 28th at 8pm.

Tournaments and BBQs – members and non-members
Sunday 10th July 10am – Junior Tennis Morning/BBQ/Wimbledon Finals – £3 
entry.

Saturday 27th August 10am – Adult Tennis Tournament/BBQ for all – Rusty 
Racquets to experienced players welcome – £5 entry.

If you are interested in any of the above, please contact Christina Russell, details 
below.

AVAILABLE FOR MEMBERS ONLY:
Club nights – Every Wednesday 6.30pm. No need to book, just turn up!

Matches – Please let us know if you would like to play in friendly matches against 
other clubs.

For Coaching: Christina Russell For Membership: Judy Ramm 
Email: cclrussell@hotmail.co.uk Email: judy.ramm@outlook.com 
Mobile: 07753 687 542 Mobile: 07709 088 668

Visit our new website: www.hcstennis.com
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Orchestra of St John’s 
 

Prom concerts at the  Ashmolean Museum Oxford 
 

Tuesday 11 July 7.30  
Angell Trio - violin, cello and piano, Katherine Broderick soprano  

Shostakovich Blok romances 
 

Tuesday 4 October 7.30  
OSJ with Wagner Moreira tenor Latin American songs 

 
Tuesday 15 November 7.30  

OSJ with Francesca Saracino soprano Mahler and Mendelssohn  
 

Sunday 18 December 7.30  
OSJ Ashmolean Voices 

 

PLUS ‘Music in the Abbey’ festival 
Dorchester Abbey 15-25 September 

Tickets www.osj.org.uk 01865 305305 

Riding in the Rain!

Although the calendar indicates it is now high summer, nobody seems to have 
told the weather! The local bridleways are very wet and muddy, and many are 
still unusable. After the heavy rain of the last couple of weeks, some paths are 
looking worryingly reminiscent of the dreadful 
summer of 2012 (which was the wettest for 100 
years)! Fortunately, events being held at equestrian 
centres with professional-quality riding surfaces are 
not affected by the rain, and we’d like to say well 
done indeed to Jenna Zan and Kanni, who recently 
put in a fantastic performance in a Combined 
Training (dressage + showjumping) competition 
at Quainton Stud to take 3rd place and also at the 
Cherwell Competition Centre where they were 3rd 
in the dressage! Congratulations!

Otmoor Riding Group (358363)
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GTs NEWS

We started our spring/summer programme in April at Yew Tree Cottage in order 
to produce the bunting to decorate the village hall for the Queen’s Birthday tea. 
It was a most enjoyable evening, even for those of us who find sewing a chore, 
helped of course by a glass of wine and some jolly banter!

In May despite the ‘wintry’ weather a few stoic members turned up at the playing 
fields and for a short while played boules. Croquet and table tennis had also been 
planned, but it was decided to regroup at the Golf Club earlier than intended as 
our ethos is to enjoy events but not punish ourselves when they don’t go to plan!

In June we will be walking to the R.S.P.B. in Beckley and finish at the White Horse 
in Forest Hill with a Thai curry. Punting from the Cherwell Boat House with 
partners is planned for July, followed by supper at a venue in Oxford yet to be 
decided. Whether we survive the night without anyone falling in or getting soaked 
remains to be seen!

The last of our outdoor summer activities will be a BBQ on August 20th, so yet 
again we hope for some good weather. We will be having an informal gathering 
on September 22nd hosted by Mo Caldwell to put together the autumn/winter 
programme.

If you are interested in finding out more about the GTs contact Ruth David by 
email (ruth.david@live.com) or phone (351444).

Ruth David

Chilli Night

A great evening, delicious chilli, lovely salads, endless 
wine – good to see so many new families from the 
village! Thanks to the Millennium Hall Committee 
for all your efforts!

Sara Mander
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The Police and Crime Commissioner for the Thames 
Valley would like your views on policing and crime

This summer, the Office of the 
Police and Crime Commissioner is 
seeking views from the residents of 
Buckinghamshire, Oxfordshire and 
Berkshire on policing and crime. 
This feedback will help inform the 
Police and Crime Plan, which sets the 
priorities for Thames Valley Police for 
the next 5 years.

What concerns you about policing 
in your area? What would you like 
Thames Valley Police to prioritise 

with regards to crime? Have you been 
a victim of crime and would like to 
feedback your experience? 

To give your views, you can complete 
a short online survey at www.
thamesvalley-pcc.gov.uk/survey

It should take no more than 
10  minutes to complete and will be 
open until Friday 30th September 
2016.

If you would like a copy of the survey 
posted to you, please 
contact the Office of 
the Police and Crime 
Commissioner on 
01865-846780

Photo by Mick Cox

Famine Lunch

A great day and a fantastic variety of soup 
and cheese – a big thank you to all those 
involved! 

Sara Mander
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NEWS FROM ST BARNABAS CHURCH 

Events
Tearfund Service and Lunch 
At the end of February, which seems 
such a long time ago now that we 
have reached the longest day, about 
40 people attended the lunch, which 
raised about £180. Coupled with the 
offering given in the church, about 
£330 has been sent to support the 
project in Ethiopia run by the Kale 
Hywet Church. The money will be 
used to support setting up six self-
help groups that will enable people, 
mostly women, to learn skills and earn 
money to provide for their children 
and improve their living standards 
and environment. Altogether around 
600 people will benefit directly and 
indirectly over the coming months. 
Our thanks to all who donated, and 
especially to all those who cooked 
and gave soup and bread so that those 
attending were well fed.

Annual Parochial Church Meeting
Nine church members attended 
the APCM on 27th April in the 
Millennium Village Hall. There were 
reports from the churchwardens, 
the treasurer, the Parochial Church 
Council (PCC) secretary, the Lunch 
Club and, of course, the vicar. Lynn 
Whitaker and Andrew Payne were 
re-elected as churchwardens. Carol 
Welch’s resignation from the PCC 

for personal reasons was received 
with regret and appreciation was 
expressed for all the contributions she 
had made to the work of the church. 
Refreshments were available at the 
start. For more information contact 
a churchwarden or one of the PCC 
members who are: Colin Jenkins, 
Lisa Mynheer, Rita Turner and David 
Turner.

Easter Services
On Easter Sunday, almost 70 adults 
and children gathered in the church 
to celebrate Jesus rising from the 
grave, with the traditional greeting: 
“Christ is risen – He is risen indeed, 
Alleluia!”. Fenella, the vicar’s wife, 
had hidden over 70 coloured plastic 
eggs around the church, which both 
children and (some) adults enjoyed 
finding and sharing so that each 
family had at least one set of six 
differently coloured eggs. Each egg 
of a particular colour, had a similar 
object inside, one of the following: 
a lump of play-do, a sticking plaster, 
a piece of paper, a pebble and finally 
some chocolate mini eggs. That’s only 
five items, because one of the eggs was 
empty. The vicar used these visual aids 
to explain the story of Easter (see why 
one egg was empty?) and why we have 
so much to celebrate.
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Otmoor Challenge Weekend – Songs 
of Praise
Our annual Songs of Praise service 
on Sunday 5th June celebrated 
the Otmoor Challenge weekend. 
Over 20 villagers joined in singing 
hymns chosen by members of 
the congregation representing 
organisations as diverse as the Tennis 
Club and Gardening Club. They 
ranged from Fight the Good Fight 
chosen by Ruth David on behalf of the 
GTs, through One More Step Along 
the World I Go chosen by Chris Squire 
for the Otmoor Challenge committee, 
to Great is Thy Faithfulness chosen 
by Rita Turner for the church Lunch 
Club. David Bendor-Samuel, our 
curate, led the service, and added 
some interesting background 
about writers and music, which 
complemented the introductions 

given by those who chose hymns. He 
also gave a brief address introducing 
his own choice of hymn. Our thanks 
to Lynn Whitaker for organising the 
event, Derek Jewel for arranging much 
of it and David for leading it.

The Queen’s Birthday Tea 
A free copy of a commemorative 
book, The Servant Queen and the 
King She Serves, which has a foreword 
by the Queen, a rare privilege for any 
book, was given by the church to 
each household that wanted a copy. 
In pictures and text it tries to show 
how she approaches each aspect of 
her life and you’ll find details of her 
Christmas Day speeches, her attitude 
to her staff, her sense of humour 
and even her answer to a personal 
question from the comedian Tommy 
Cooper and much more. Here’s a 
quote to whet your appetite:

“The Queen’s work is an expression 
of her desire to serve others. She is 

Photos by Kate MacFarlane
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not a hired servant who is required 
to do a set of tasks; she is a Queen 
who chooses to serve her people ... 
though she meets lots of celebrities 
and personally confers honours on ... 
people who have in an extraordinary 
way contributed to our society, she is 
a constant champion of the ordinary 
citizen.”

Copies are still available for residents 
of Horton-cum-Studley who would 
like one. Please contact Rita Turner, 
David Turner or Lynn Whitaker if you 
would like a copy.

Choral Evensong 
Following the tea party and activities 
around the village hall on Sunday 
12th June, which is also the day we 
celebrated the life of St Barnabas, 
there was a Choral Evensong in St 

Barnabas Church at 6.30pm to mark 
the occasion. It was attended by a fair 
number of villagers and visitors. Julia 
Stretfield from Forest Hill assembled 
a choir from people in the Four 
Parishes, to lead the music of worship, 
which was much appreciated.

Contact
The vicar, the Rev Andrew Pritchard-
Keens (07944-522098), and the 
churchwardens, Lynn Whitaker 
(358838) and Andrew Payne 
(351018), would be pleased to talk 
to anyone who wants to know more 
about the church, or who would 
appreciate support from church 
members.

David Turner (351460)  

(dart.prioryend@btinternet.com)

Thank you!

The Otmoor Challenge – 
another successful day! A big 
thank you to all the committee 
and the stall holders, and to 
Helen and Liz for organising 
the fete and evening pig roast. 
Also, a big thank you to John 
Finn for his generous donation 
of the pig.

Sara Mander
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Horton-cum-Studley Village Trip to  
Flanders and the Somme

Perhaps it was with that same spirit of 
adventure the young men of Horton-
cum-Studley felt as they left the village 
in 1914, bound for the Western Front, 
that our tour party shared as we 
boarded our coach for Flanders.

We were a motley group of villagers, 
relatives and friends led by Andrew 
Pennington of Anglia Tours on a 3 day 
trip of the battlegrounds of Flanders, 
more specifically the Ypres Salient and 
the Somme.

Over the next 3 (gloriously sunny) 
days we visited, amongst other places: 
Lijssenthoek; Passchendaele; Ypres; 
Vimy Ridge; Wellington Quarry 
Arras; and the extraordinarily moving 
Mansel Copse (Devonshires) cemetery; 
as well as the site of the Wormhout 
massacre of 2nd Warwickshire.

On the evening of 4th May, a small 
party of villagers laid a wreath at the 
Menin Gate in honour of all who 
were killed in the Great War and 
in particular those from the village. 
Every night this moving ceremony 
takes place in front of a great crowd 
of visitors.

Unlike most of the Horton lads in 
1918, we all returned. 

It had been a memorable trip. With 
his great historical knowledge and 
military nous Andrew brought some 
of the events to life for us. Times of 
laughter were tempered with moments 
of great poignancy, but we were all 
left with a sense of the enormous 
sacrifice made by the village boys one 
hundred years ago.

A unique WWI memorial with 
portraits of the H-c-S boys (painted 
by Hilda Henderson late of Studley 
Priory) can be seen on the South wall 
of St Barnabas Church. 

Nick Mynheer
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The Village Photo Competition – 
the Horton-cum-Studley Calendar 

Competition

Residents of Horton-cum-Studley,  

please send us your photos!

We are looking for images taken around Horton-cum-Studley and Otmoor 
depicting quintessential scenes of village life, people and animals, and classic 
village locations, from various times of the year, suitable for use in a calendar. 

We are planning to create a village calendar using some of the images, so we are 
looking for up to 12 winning images (junior or senior photographers).

Closing date: 25 September 2016

Each winning photographer will win a copy of the village calendar.

Entries are limited to a maximum of 5 photos per person. Images you have taken 
previously are acceptable as long as they haven’t been submitted to the previous 
village photo competitions. 

Please provide a title for each photo you submit and the age of the photographer 
for under 18s.

Please send your entries to: hortoncumstudleyparishcouncil@gmail.com 

If you are unable to submit digital images you may send in high quality print 
copies instead.

Enquiries to Alexia Lewis  

[351025]
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HORTON-CUM-STUDLEY GARDENING CLUB 

February saw one of our members, 
Avril Hughes, talk about plants for 
winter interest, with specimen plants 
to help demonstrate the subject. We 
finished our winter programme with a 
talk by Ben Jones about the workings 
and trees to be found in Harcourt 
Arboretum, and finally a talk by 
Alison Foster on “PLANTS! Smells, 
Tastes! And Colours”

Sue Burge and Sarah Rodgers opened 
their gardens in April under the 
National Gardens scheme for charity, 
and had a very successful afternoon, 
with the church doing cream teas. Our 

summer coach trip this year was to 
Cambridge Botanic Gardens, which 
were much admired by all, although 
none of us managed to see it all as the 
gardens covered some 40 acres.

Once again we had our plant stall at 
the Otmoor Challenge, and enjoyed a 
successful day with a good selection 
of plants supplied by members, which 
nearly all went. Many thanks to all 
who gave plants, or helped man the 
stall on the day.

Richard Hawes (351540)

The Plant Stall at the Otmoor Challenge Fete
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AGE UK OXFORDSHIRE

One Digital
Would you like to get to grips with 
the gadgets that you own? Would 
you like to help others get online? 
Age UK Oxfordshire is working with 
Digital Unite on a project called ‘One 
Digital’ to support people in later life 
to benefit from today’s technology. 
Contact Richard on 07827-235 431 to 
find out more.

Bletchley Coach Trip
Thursday 29th September 2016 – 
£28.00

The price includes return transfer 
and admission to Bletchley Park with 
private tour guide. N.B. Your entrance 
ticket will then be valid for 1 year 
to use again. For details of pick-ups 
and booking a place contact Age UK 
Oxfordshire on 01235-849434.

Home Support Options
Sometimes a little help at home 
can make an enormous difference 
to your quality of life. Age UK 
Oxfordshire offers a range of flexible 
practical solutions to help you to stay 
independent both at home and outside 
of it. The home support service can 
provide a range of practical tasks, 
including,
• help to attend local activities

• company to feel less alone and 
isolated

• help to keep your home clean and 
tidy

• help with shopping, getting 
to appointments, picking up 
prescriptions, making telephone 
calls and dealing with the post

• assistance to prepare simple meals
• help to learn new skills, such as 

using a computer or mobile phone 
• nail cutting service. Taking care of 

your feet is an important factor in 
keeping mobile and reducing the 
risk of falls. The service is available 
at various venues in the county.

• handyman, gardening and 
professional trades. Age UK works 
in partnership with The 50 Plus 
group, a cooperative offering a 
reliable and supportive home 
maintenance and professional 
trades services.

If you think that you could benefit 
from some extra support please 
get in touch with Age UK for more 
information. Contact the Home 
Support Options team on 0333-
577 1044 or email amygreenway@
ageukoxfordshire.org.uk

Ann Stearns – Parish Link for Age UK 

Oxfordshire
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Technology sketch (5)

9

Gather together and fill out 
(5,2)

11

Instruction (7)13
Noah in bottom of boat will 
prepare to pray (5)

15

Microbe Hitler, for example, 
lost a third (4)

17

Contaminate debt notes. It's 
catching! (10)

18

Precious mineral topped by 
noblemen (5)

20

Thing (6)21

Down
Repartee in urban territory (6)1
Eleven maybe mince meat (4)2
Endure final one to 
leave (4,3)

3

Firm dig Irish up (5)4
The German returns colour 
(3)

5

Led perhaps and easy to lift 
(5)

6

Greet last EU 
conglomeration (6)

7

Tolerates (6)10
Pure lie is silly and childish 
(7)

12

That is to say man in US 
city is confused (6)

14

Weapon (5)15
Fortifies with scales about 
boot fastener (5)

16

Gold lost in a month by 
sudden blast of wind (4)

17

Distant small holding loses 
mare (3)

19

Entries to Pauline 
Cox at Grove 

House, Horton Hill, 
by 31st July 2016. 
The first correct 

entry drawn wins 
a bottle of wine.

The winner of the 
last crossword 

competition was 
Gill Perkins.
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HOME PHYSIOTHERAPY SERVICE

Physiotherapy in your own home with an experienced local physiotherapist.  
Established 20 years. Conditions treated – neurological problems, falls and balance,  

and post-surgery recovery. 

Contact Judy Delafield on 07768-877568.  
Email/website: judy@home-physio.co.uk/www.home-physio.co.uk

Village Classifieds

HORTON-CUM-STUDLEY PLAYGROUP

Mondays 10 – 11.30am at the Millennium Village Hall, Horton-cum-Studley, £1 per family  
Contact Angela Lee – Angelalee2@icloud.com

Live in Horton-cum-Studley? Have 
something for sale? Or a service/business 

you want to promote? Free of charge? 
Yes? Then this section is for you! 

Send your short text advert to the 
editor at claudettedoe@yahoo.
co.uk by 16 October 2016 for 

inclusion in the November issue.

ANOTHER VILLAGE LIMERICK
When the Queen turned 90 this year

We all met as a village to cheer

In our Millennium Hall

We all had a ball

And a wonderful cake did appear!

Mobile library

The Mobile Library service will stop at The Forge ONLY from 
14:30 to 14:50, on the following Thursdays:

July: 14, 28 August: 11, 25 September: 8, 22

October: 6, 20 November: 3, 17
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4 medium-sized aubergines 
4 tomatoes
1 green pepper
1 onion

Dressing
3 teaspoons of cumin powder
3 cloves crushed garlic
½ teaspoon cayenne pepper
4–6 tablespoons of olive oil
2 lemons
4 tablespoons chopped parsley
Salt & pepper

Baked the whole aubergines in the oven (400°F or 200°C) until they are very soft. 
Cool and peel them.

Chop the flesh coarsely into a bowl and add the skinned, chopped tomatoes, finely 
chopped green pepper and chopped onions.

Mix the spices in a bowl with the oil and lemon juice, and add the dressing to the 
aubergines.

Stir in most of the parsley and serve with flat bread or pitta bread.

Elizabeth Kenworthy-Browne

BABA GANOUGE
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COUNTRY COLUMN

A wet March delayed the planting 
of spring crops, and it was the 
end of April before drilling 
finished, although linseed can be 
planted later. Crops that are 
sown late never realise their full 
yield potential, maize (sweet 
corn) that is grown for silage 
or to go into big digesters to 
produce electricity is planted in 
early May when soil temperatures 
rise and germination is better. 
March rainfall was 73mm, April 
29mm and May 60mm, the latter 
2 months being below average. 
We had a few frosty mornings, 
but nothing very severe, although 
average temperatures would have 
been down. 

However, what was most 
noticeable, we did not have many 
nice warm spring days when the 
young lambs love to 
gambol and play together. 
Something that gradually 
stops as they grow older.

Although the weather has 
not been ideal, grass has 
grown at a terrific rate 
giving some large crops 
for silage, and meaning 
that our lawns have 

needed cutting more frequently. 
I also seem to think that our 
trees and hedges have grown much 
thicker than normal.

Two firsts for me, I saw my first 
swallows on the 29th of April, 
and even better saw four barn 
owls hunting in a field by my 
house where the silage had just 
been cleared. The birds have been 
singing their hearts out and we 
seem to have had prolific broods 
of blackbirds, with the first brood 
fledging in the last week of April, 
and the first lot of swallows 
coming off in mid- June.

Hopefully the weather will improve, 
and we will soon get some better 
weather to help us get some good 
crops of hay and corn.

Richard Hawes

Photo by Kate MacFarlane
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NEWS FROM OXFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL AND 
CHERWELL DISTRICT COUNCIL

FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR and DISTRICT COUNCILLOR for OTMOOR 
Tim Hallchurch

I was re-elected to Cherwell District Council on 5th May as one of three 
councillors for the new Launton and Otmoor ward, along with Simon Holland 
and David Hughes. I am staying as a Director of Graven Hill Village Holdings, 
helping to launch the self-build housing project in Bicester. I will also be chairing 
the Standards Committee and joining the Partnering Board. I am still on the 
County Council as a member of the Health Overview Scrutiny Committee, and 
the Audit and Governance Committee, and represent the county at the South East 
Reserve Forces and Cadet Association. I represent Cherwell District Council on 
the Oxfordshire Blue Plaques Board. I am also a Trustee of the Victoria County 
History, The Oxford Buildings Trust. I am Military “Champion” for Bicester 
Garrison. I am also Chairman of the English Speaking Union for Oxfordshire & 
Berkshire (www.esu.org), and on the committee of the Otmoor Archaeological 
and Historical Society. 

The contact details for your District Councillors are: 

Cllr Tim Hallchurch MBE 
01865-377099  
timothy.hallchurch@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

Cllr David Hughes 
01869-242343 
cllr.david.hughes@cherwell-dc.gov.uk 

Cllr Simon Holland 
01869-351636 
cllr.simon.holland@cherwell-dc.gov.uk 

The full result of the Cherwell District Council Launton and Otmoor ward 
election was:
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Name Party Votes

Graham Carey Labour 524

Catherine Chester Labour 610

Tim Emptage Liberal Democrats 375

Paul Genge The Green Party 450

Tim Hallchurch Conservative 947 (3Y term)

Alan Harris UKIP 394

Mike Hobbs Labour 459

Simon Holland Conservative 1006 (4Y term)

David Hughes Conservative 936 (2Y term)

Electorate: 6241  
Total votes cast: 2249 
Turnout: 36.04%

The W.I. at the Otmoor Challenge
W.I. Cakes
A huge thank you to all the villagers who donated the most fantastic cakes 
for our refreshments. We could certainly compete with the “Bake Off”, they 
were just wonderful and every last crumb went. Your kind gesture is greatly 
appreciated, which helps enormously to raise funds. This year was our best 
ever and we raised over £1000, without your help this would not have been 
possible. Again, very many thanks!

W.I. Refreshments Helpers
Another big thank you to my wonderful team of helpers. Everyone worked 
so hard to make the day such a great success, from bap fillers early in the 
morning to clearing up at the end of the day. Your help and support was 
paramount to such a successful day. Thank you very much!

Annie Anderson

Tim Hallchurch 

Web site: www.otmoor.co.uk
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OTMOOR CHALLENGE 2016

Well, it’s all over bar the shouting, the 
clearing-up, the paperwork and the 
counting of the money. Yes, the 37th 
Otmoor Challenge is now history, 
but another successful chapter in the 
history of Horton-cum-Studley; 309 
runners, 205 walkers and innumerable 
contented visitors to the village, who 
came and enjoyed all aspects of the 
fete. Even the weather came good for 
us, after many scans of the weather 
forecast and not a few prayers. 

The walkers set off from 9am, 
although some of the keener ones 
were on the move long before that. 
The long course was relatively dry 
and firm, but those taking the short 
course were faced near the end with a 
complete swamp to negotiate. Many 
families made a day of it, with picnics 
and refreshment stops at strategically 

located hostelries. The runners went 
off from their mass start at 2pm, 
with the experienced Challenge 
competitors getting to the front early 
so that they could negotiate some of 
the early narrow tracks. The course 
was in good condition, and had been 
well signed by Kevin Gerring and 
Colin Jenkins and their teams. The 
weather was warm and overcast, with 
a very light breeze, which was more 
appealing to runners than the bright 
sunshine we have had in the past. 
Despite that, no new records were 
set, and David Bruce, the existing 
course record holder, came home in 
a winning time of 1 hr 16 mins 11 
secs, followed in second place by 
Otmoor veteran James Bolton in 1 hr 
16 mins 42 secs. The leading lady was 
Jessica Webb at 1 hr 27 mins 26 secs, 
followed by Jessica Bruce at 1 hr 31 
mins 13 secs. The unique prize of the 
Ogden Trophy, awarded in memory 
of Ted Ogden for the 100th runner 
to cross the line went, appropriately, 
to local runner Sonnie Jane of 
Woodstock Harriers at 1 hr 47 mins 
4 secs. Local runners the “Studley 
Stragglers”, comprising Justin Davey, 
Tim Dixon, Luis Lastra and “ringer” 
Harry Lewis, made a prodigious effort 
and finished ninth out of twenty-one 
teams, a major improvement over last 
year’s seventeenth out of seventeen.
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The fete was, as usual, a mixture of 
the entertaining and the satisfying, 
with many games and sideshows for 
children, and copious amounts of 
drink and food to satisfy all tastes. 
The WI increased their take from 
providing teas to over £1000, whilst 
the Gardening Club almost reached 
the magic £600 figure. The bottle 
stall was, as ever, a great success, 
taking over £500. People wanting to 
buy a cake had to be quick on their 
toes to get one before they were all 
sold out, and the white elephant, ice 
creams, books and toys were all very 
successful. The Otmoor Bar, under 
the leadership of Greg Fish, was a 
great success, particularly among the 
runners, with a range of drinks at 
very competitive prices. We are very 

grateful to all of you that ran a stall 
or helped out with the event. Without 
your participation the Challenge 
would be a non-event!

Getting villagers together for the main 
social gathering of the year is one of 
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the most important features of the 
day. Liz Campbell and Helen Bungay 
planned the fete and the evening bash, 
with music provided by the Wheatley 
Park School Soul Band, returning 
by popular demand. Catherine Lang 
and her team organised a fantastic 
selection of accompaniments to 
the roast pork, and a competitive 
“Pudding Off” for the best pudding 
was won by Vicky Cox. 

Our provisional total takings 
amounted to £10,855.77, over £700 
more than last year. Congratulations 
to everyone – a copy of the results by 
stall/activity is shown to the right.

Don’t forget to make a 
note in your diaries for 

next year – the 38th 
Otmoor Challenge will be 
on Saturday 3rd June 2017. 

See you there!

OTMOOR CHALLENGE 
ASSOCIATION

SCHEDULE OF 
NET INCOME PER 
ACTIVITY

2016

£

Runners 4544.00

Walkers 996.00

White Elephant 232.50

Gardening Club 595.75

WI 1011.45

Raffle (Church) 169.10

Cakes (Church) 257.20

Flower Garlands 49.00

Obstacle Course 95.95

Ice Creams 166.95

Books 102.25

Face Painting 85.00

Bottle Stall 519.00

Hand-made Cards 45.00

Evening Bash 928.81

Bar 602.66

Novelty Stationery 48.20

Go Carts 60.00

Ball in Bucket 50.00

Pound in a Bucket 23.50

Toys (Toddler group) 115.45

Craft 31.50

Coconut Shy 86.50

Sale of Caps 20.00

Donation 20.00

Total 10855.77
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Horton-cum-Studley Village Newsletter is published three times a year by the Parish Council.
Would all regular contributors please submit copy on disk or e-mail.

Next issue deadline is 16 October 2016. 
Send your views, letters, photos to Claudette Doe at claudettedoe@yahoo.co.uk

Views expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily those of the Parish Council.
Design by Jenna Zan @ Zed • Print/Produced by Parchment

Published by H-c-S Parish Council 2016.  
For enquiries regarding delivery, please contact Richard and Rachel Hawes on 01865 351540.

Photos by Mick Cox and Sara Mander



cafe
at

L U N C H
C A K E

C O F F E E

O P E N  E V E R Y D A Y
1 0 : 3 0 A M  ‘ T I L  5 P M


