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THE OTMOOR CHALLENGE 2018

With our usual good luck, the day of 
the 39th annual Otmoor Challenge 
dawned warm and dry with the 
promise of a hot day following. 
Walkers set off early, including 
many whom come year after year 
to enjoy the beauty of Otmoor on 
an easy to follow route. Later in the 
morning, runners started to register 
for the half-marathon, and, by 1pm, 
the fete opened with the Wantage 
Silver Band serenading us with their 
excellent musical performance. 
Worryingly, however, it was clear 
that although our number of walkers 
and runners were similar to last year, 
there is a trend downwards of runner 
numbers over the last 4 years or so, 
influenced, we believe, by an increase 
in competing events, including the 
Blenheim Triathlon. More concerning 
was a very obvious drop in 
numbers of people attending 
the fete, including a significant 
number of families taking 
advantage of the extended 
half-term break to go away, 
and there was markedly 
less money being spent by 
those who did attend. Early 
assessments indicate that 
this year’s income will be 
noticeably lower than last 
year, whilst there has also 
been an appreciable rise in our 

expenses. Sadly, this will be reflected 
in the amounts we will be able 
distribute to local charities and good 
causes this year.

On a high note, however, the Horton-
cum-Studley spirit of “press on” 
came to the fore among our willing 
organisers. Colin Jenkins, our 
course organiser and planner, came 
up trumps again with a superbly 
prepared course, despite having to 
make a major change to the route 
less than 2 weeks before the event 
when we were obliged to find a new 
route for runners for the last mile 
and a half of the course from the 
bottom of Beckley hill to the finish. 
Colin and his team stepped forward, 
identified a suitable route, prepared it 
(including strimming long grass and 

Prize presentation to the winner Tegs Jones of  
Oxford AC. Image © Barry Cornelius.



4

undergrowth), marked and signed 
it and had it ready in good time. 
Julie Ogden very kindly offered a 
diversion through her field, allowing 
runners to stay off the Straight Mile. 
Runners numbered 286 at the start, 
with a good mix of club runners, 
many of whom had entered previous 
Challenges. Men’s winner was  
Tegs Jones of Oxford AC in 1:20:57. 
Ladies’ winner was Alchester RC’s 
Jenny McBain in 1:34:28. Times  
were longer than usual, attributable 
to the course alteration and to the 
hot day. Village runners included 
Justin Davey (32nd), Amy Read 
(61st), George Badger (109th), Tim 
Dixon (119th), Emilio Lastra (151st), 
Paddy Gardiner (167th), Laurent 
Lebel (207th), Sarah Woodfin (273rd) 
and Giles Rooney (274th). The  
full list of results is available at  
www.otmoorchallenge.co.uk. 

We were pleased to have a “Save 
Otmoor” information stand, where 

information about the Expressway 
campaign was available. Green t-shirts 
with the “#Save Otmoor” logo seemed 
to be everywhere!

Our particular thanks also go to 
Mr Peter Redfern, whose generosity 
enables us to store all the Otmoor 
Challenge equipment in his dry and 
secure buildings, and to Mr Keith 
Stacey of Breckon & Breckon, whose 
continuing support has helped to keep 
the Challenge going.

The fete, organised efficiently by Lisa 
Mynheer, was a success, with stalls 
and games attracting young and 
old to enjoy themselves. Our great 
supporters, Breckon & Breckon, sent 
their team from the Headington office 
to run the coconut shy. The W.I. team, 
led by Annie Anderson, supported by 
her army of volunteers, provided their 
usual excellent teas and refreshments, 
whilst all the other activities gave 
villagers and visitors lots to do. The 
bar, staffed by what appeared to be 
a team of old lags on day release, 
provided a fine variety of drinks under 
the leadership of Dave Newbury, and 
the evening “Bash” gave everyone the 
chance to relax and enjoy a warm 
evening with friends. Thanks must go 
to Katherine Lange for her sterling 
work producing such magnificent 
salads, and to John Taylor (Mr Finn) 
for both giving and cooking the 
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pig. Sara Mander organised a great 
evening, and the Wheatley School Soul 
Band entertained us all. Our thanks 
go to all those who organised and 
worked during the event to make it 
a success. 

The Otmoor Challenge Association 
would like to thank everyone who 
helped this year. We do not yet have 
a final account, although we have 
made an early decision to donate £500 
towards the installation of the village 
defibrillator. We will publish the final 
account and the distribution of funds 
in the next newsletter. The provisional 
list of takings by activity is shown 
following this article. 

Andrew Pennington, 

Chairman Otmoor Challenge Association

Free – Riverfly Training Day 

Saturday 21st July 2018 9.30am – 5pm

Stadhampton Village Hall, Oxfordshire

This workshop is aimed at those who wish to start riverfly monitoring for the 
first time, or for those who wish to refresh old skills. Riverflies (caddisflies, 
mayflies, stoneflies, etc) are highly susceptible to changes in pollution, so 
surveying for them gives us a good indication of not only water quality 

but if/when a pollution incident has occurred. This 1 day course provides 
comprehensive training in the Angler’s Riverfly Monitoring Initiative survey 
technique and includes presentations, practical demonstrations and active 

involvement by participants at the riverside. Supported by a comprehensive 
written guide to the methodology and post-course support from the tutors, 

you will be shown how to monitor the health of your local river.

To book and for more information please email Natalie@riverthame.org
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OTMOOR CHALLENGE 2018 – OTMOOR CHALLENGE ASSOCIATION
SCHEDULE OF NET INCOME PER ACTIVITY
Provisional 16 Jun 18 

2018 (£) 2017 (£)

Runners 4097.00 4152.20

Walkers 1098.00 1137.00

White Elephant 115.05 254.25

Garden Club 691.00 562.77

W.I. 672.90 1098.45

Raffle (Church) 143.20 151.00

Cakes (Church) 341.00 313.60

Flower Garlands 20.00 24.00

Ice Creams 150.00 208.90

Books 55.00 114.65

Face Painting 31.50 20.00

Bottle Stall 406.00 586.00

Hand Made Cards 51.45 54.00

Evening Bash 528.00 661.26

Bar 747.75 874.80

{Go Carts 70.00 85.00

{Bouncy Castle (with above) 168.00

Toys 60.40 112.60

Craft 0.00 16.00

Coconut Shy 40.00 158.10

Donation 0.00 25.00

Merry Go Round 90.00 100.00

Fidget Spinners 0.00 85.00

Buzz 0.00 20.00

Breckon and Breckon Sponsorship TBC 355.02

Clinic on the Green TBC 0.00

4Paws 10.00 0.00

Waffle Store 25.00 0.00

Amy’s Beauty Business 25.00 0.00

Pop-up Bar 20.00 0.00

Total 9488.25 11337.60
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PARISH COUNCIL REPORT

David Prosser stood down from the Parish Council in May. The Parish Council 
would like to thank David for his long service, hard work and contribution to the 
village. David’s understanding and knowledge of the village, as well as his sense of 
humour, will be missed at our monthly meetings.

David Slingo has joined the Parish Council, David recently moved into the village 
with his wife Julia and has already joined in many village activities; I am sure 
David will be an asset to the parish. Other councillors remain the same.

Our meetings are held on the 2nd Thursday of the month at 7.30pm, everyone 
is  welcome.

The Parish Council has adopted the old phone box and it will be used to house 
a defibrillator, which should be arriving in the next few months. You may have 
noticed two new posts appearing in the village, these are for the new solar-
powered VAS (vehicle activated speed) signs. The sign currently on Brill Road 
will be moved to Horton Hill. A speed survey has taken place on the Straight 
Mile and it concluded that speeding is not actually an issue on that road. The 
Brill Road and Panshill have been repaired. Everyone is urged to log potholes on  
Fix My Street. Horton Hill is due to be resurfaced this summer. Can I please 
remind everyone not to park on pavements as this, whilst not illegal, is extremely 
anti-social.

Oxford Cambridge Expressway – a group has been formed to fight this potential 
development. The chair is Olivia Field and she can be contacted via email:  
Olivia_field@hotmail.com

Basic logo
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The group had a stall at the Otmoor Challenge and provided updates to lot of 
people on the threat of the Expressway. Many thanks to Peter Ligertwood, who 
funded the signs, banners, flyers, stickers and T shirts, and to the team who 
manned the stall. The group will also support other village fetes over the summer. 
They are engaged with the other Otmoor villages, as well as organisation such as 
the RSPB, BBOWT and Friends of the Earth. Please sign the petition, which can 
be found at SaveOtmoor.org, and encourage everyone you know to sign. A 
decision on the expressway corridor is expected sometime early in July.

Sarah Foxcroft

Contact details for parish councillors are as follows:
Sarah Foxcroft, Chair hcspcfoxcroft@gmail.com
Barbara Jewell, Vice Chair hcspcjewell@gmail.com
Colin Badger hcspcbadger@gmail.com
Andrew Payne hcspcpayne@gmail.com
David Slingo hcspcslingo@gmail.com
Alexia Lewis, Parish Clerk hortoncumstudleyparishcouncil@gmail.com

STOP PRESS!

Work to resurface Horton Hill is due to start on  
24th September and last for 2 weeks.

Village Photography Competition 2018 –  
Entries Close 31 August

Entries close on 31 August for the 2018 Horton-cum-Studley village 

photography competition. Photos should be taken around  

Horton-cum-Studley and Otmoor, depicting scenes of village life, people 

and animals, and classic village locations, suitable for use in our village 

calendar. The competition is open to residents of Horton-cum-Studley. 

Entries are limited to a maximum of 5 photos per person. All photographers 

with winning images will receive a calendar. Enquiries to Alexia Lewis 

[351025]. Send your entries (high-resolution files please), with a title for 

each image to: hortoncumstudleyparishcouncil@gmail.com 



9

HORTON-CUM-STUDLEY W.I.
We held our Annual General Meeting 
in March and the following members 
were elected as officers and committee 
members:

Barbara Jewell President

Barbara Raleigh Vice-president

Jane Pennington Secretary

Rachel Hawes  Treasurer

Annie Anderson Committee member

Linda Marshall Committee member

After the business part of the meeting, 
we enjoyed a social session with a quiz 
organised by Barbara Raleigh.

April saw the commencement of our 
new programme for 2018/19. We had 
a very interesting talk from Brian 
Lowe on the subject of C. S. Lewis in 
Oxford. Brian was a very entertaining 
speaker and gave us a wonderful 
insight into the character of the 
famous man.

May was a busy month for our W.I. 
At the beginning, we had our usual 
meeting when our speaker was Mary 
Gregory, who is the Oxfordshire 
representative for Associated 
Country Women of the World. It 
was fascinating to learn how this 
organisation came into being and 
how it is related, although separate, 
from the W.I. The W.I. is committed 
to raising funds for this organisation. 

After the talk we briefly discussed the 
2018 Resolution, which this year is 
Mental Health, Matters. The vote was 
passed unanimously for the motion to 
be taken to the National AGM.

At the end of May, we had our Annual 
Group Meeting. This year the meeting 
was hosted by the Otmoor Group 
and we, together with Stanton-St-
John, were entertained in Murcott 
Village Hall. We all enjoyed a talk by 
Stewart Linford on the History of the 
Windsor Chair. We were then treated 
to some wonderful refreshments and 
a chance to socialise with our fellow 
W.I. members.

June sees the month of our Garden 
Party and this year we are joining 
with Stanton-St-John W.I. The event 
is going to be held in Rachel Hawes’s 
garden and we hope for a lovely day 
weather-wise! 

We are a very small W.I. group 
and would welcome an increase in 
numbers to keep us viable. If any 
ladies would like to join our group, 
please contact us. I assure you we do 
have an interesting programme in the 
coming months. More information 
can be obtained from the President, 
Barbara Jewell (tel. 351315).

Barbara Jewell
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The Abingdon Arms 

Evelyn Waugh – Unveiling of the Blue Plaque, Followed by a 
Celebratory Feast, 28 July 2018

On Saturday 28 July, the date on which in 1924 
Evelyn Waugh first visited The Abingdon Arms, 
this colourful association will be celebrated by the 
unveiling of a commemorative blue plaque at the 
pub by Waugh’s grandson Alexander, then followed 
by a Feast in Waugh’s honour. Waugh’s grandson 
and one of Waugh’s biographers, Dr Barbara Cooke 
(Loughborough University), will speak at the event. 
Joe has created a menu for the Feast incorporating 
some of the dishes that Waugh ate at The Abingdon 
Arms, as recorded in his diary. Unveiling of the 
commemorative plaque will be from 6.00pm, and 
the Feast at 7.00 for 7.30pm. To book your place 

at the Feast, please call The Abingdon Arms on 01865- 655667 or email info@
theabingdonarms.co.uk. Payment and menu choice will be requested at the time of 
booking. Places are limited: if you want to attend the Feast, we would encourage 
you to make your reservation without delay. For more information on Evelyn 
Waugh’s association with The Abingdon Arms, visit The Evelyn Waugh Society at:  
https://evelynwaughsociety.org/2017/waugh-watering-hole-rescued-by-villagers/ or 
go to the March Horton-cum-Studley Newsletter to read Tony Strong’s report on 
Professor Martin Stannard’s talk about Waugh.

Abingdon Arms Wins Award for Best Community Pub in the UK 
2018–19
Eighteen months after being purchased by our community and, more 
extraordinarily, less than one year after our tenants – Aimée and Joe – opened 
for business, The Abingdon Arms has been crowned Best Community Pub in the 
UK 2018-19. The pub appears in the 2018 Sawday’s pub guide 
and has been chosen from the almost 800 pubs featured for 
this special award – one of only six national awards in different 
categories handed out by Sawday’s. Mike Hobbs, Chairman 
of the Beckley & Area Community Benefit Society – owners of 
the community pub – said: “We’ve just received this fantastic 



11

news. What a brilliant achievement 
in less than one year of operation!”. 
Congratulations go first and foremost 
to Aimée, Joe and their team at the 
pub for their amazing and well-
deserved achievement, and also to all 
the members of our community and 
our investors who made this possible. 
Well done to all!

BACBS – Beckley and Area 
Community Benefit Society Ltd 

Web: www.bacbs.org  
Email: info@bacbs.org 

Mary Stuck – BACBS link in  
Horton-cum-Studley for its events at 

the pub (stuck.mary@gmail.com).
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THE ABINGDON ARMS ‘MORE THAN A PUB’ 
PROGRAMME – July 2018

Tuesday 03 
July

WOMEN OF 
BECKLEY 
LUNCH

12.30pm – Contact Sarah Smith for more information: 
beckleysarah@gmail.com Women from other villages – you 
are invited to arrange your own event at The Abingdon Arms.

Wednesday 
04 July

MEN OF 
BECKLEY 
LUNCH

12.30pm – Contact Steve Smith for more information: 
barkbeetles@gmail.com Men from other villages – you are 
invited to arrange your own event at The Abingdon Arms.

Friday 06 
July

COMMUNITY 
COFFEE 

MORNING

10.00–11.30am – Coffee and biscuits £2, or espresso 
coffees and cake available too. Come along and meet old 
and new friends from all our villages.

Thursday 
12 July

CHILDREN’S 
AFTER-
SCHOOL 
ACTIVITY 

CAFÉ

3.30–4.30pm – Primarily for pupils of Beckley Primary 
School. Activity tbc. Sign up with Aimee Butterfield – 
aimeebutts1@yahoo.co.uk or text 07834 533177.

Saturday 14 
July

COMMUNITY 
WALK 

10.30am – Meet in front of pub. A walk to explore the 
potential route of the proposed S2 Expressway – if it’s still in 
prospect! 3 miles/2 hours.

Sunday 15 
July

JAZZ, THE 
SUNDAY 
SESSION

6.30–8.30pm* – Rick Bolton (guitar), Raph Mizraki (bass), 
Mark Doffman (drums). Cool sounds, warm welcome!

Tuesday 17 
July

TABLE 
GAMES

2.30–4.30pm – Games may include Scrabble, 
backgammon, chess, dominoes. Bring along your games set 
and friends.

Saturday 28 
July

LITERARY 
EVENT

6.00pm – Unveiling of blue plaque by his grandson 
Alexander to commemorate Evelyn Waugh’s association with 
The Abingdon Arms. 7.30pm – A ‘big feast’ to honour Evelyn 
Waugh, featuring dishes he ate at The Abingdon Arms. Talk 
by biographer Dr Barbara Cooke, Loughborough University.
Tickets from the pub: see www.bacbs.org for details.

OTHER COMMUNITY EVENTS

Wednesday 04 July, 7.30pm – Pub Quiz at The Abingdon Arms
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#SaveOtmoor – Walk the Moor – Saturday 8 July

Please join the family walk around the villages of Otmoor in 
support of the Save Otmoor campaign. Starting at 9.30am at 

Horton-cum-Studley Millennium Hall, returning at 6pm approx. 
Departs Whitecross Green Wood at 11.15 am.  

Departs Charlton at 2pm. Departs Beckley at 4.30pm.

For more information, please contact Gail Sawyer:

T: 01865-351645, M: 07572-837672,  
E: morse10003@aol.com www.saveotmoor.org

Information/maps: www.walkthemoor.net

ANOTHER VILLAGE LIMERICK

The Oxford to Cambridge Expressway
Might impact our village one day

But that will depend
On how well we defend

So make sure you all have your say!

Oxfordshire Volunteers Celebrated
Oxfordshire County Council would like to thank our volunteers and all 
volunteers across Oxfordshire for the difference they make every day!

Volunteering in Oxfordshire is thriving, with one voluntary organisation for 
every 289 people in the county and around 4,500 voluntary and community 
organisations across Oxfordshire – that’s significantly higher than the 
national average.

There are volunteering opportunities to suit everyone – from volunteering for the 
National Trust, to whipping up your favourite bakes to sell, to driving people to 
appointments, to helping teach digital skills at your local library!

Get involved – visit OxonVolunteers.org



C A U T I O N  
Reward and Pardon.  

 
PLEASE  JOIN  US  ON  A  FAMILY  WALK  AROUND 

THE SEVEN TOWNS of  

OTMOOR,  
O N  S U N DAY  8 t h  J U LY  
Starting at Horton-cum-Studley 
Village Hall  9.30 am  (and return  
approx. 5pm  Maps available at start  ) 

A REWARD of 
FUN & ENTERTAINMENT for all  who par ticipate  
PLEASE BRING PICNIC LUNCH  -  DOGS ON LEADS 

PARDON 
F O R  A L L  W H O  A T T E N D   t h i s  f u n  d a y  t o   
c e l e b r a t e  t h e  u n s p o i l t  b e a u t y  o f  O t m o o r  

 

#SaveOtmoor 
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HOTDOGS AND PUDDINGS  
You are welcome to: 
 

YEW TREE COTTAGE 

HORTON CUM STUDLEY 

OX33 1AP    

 

ON SUNDAY 5TH AUGUST 

1-00 PM 
 

NUMBERS & DIETARY REQUIREMENTS PLEASE TO:  

hawesr4@gmail.com or tel: 01865 351540 

Donations towards PARKINSON'S UK (Oxford Branch) 

 

  

`   
O XFOR DSHI RE  L I MIT ED  

Choose from samples  
brought to your home 

when it suits you 
 

 Measuring, supplying and fitting service 
 Furniture moving, disposal of old flooring 
 Written quotations – no obligation to buy 
 No job is too small 

 Please call to arrange a visit:  

01869 278894 or 07887 875824 
 

enquiry@absolute-carpets.co.uk    

www.absolute-carpets.co.uk 

Greenways, Station Road, Marsh Gibbon, Bicester OX27 0HN 

Richard’s Abseil for 
Parkinson’s UK

I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank all those 
people who so generously 
sponsored my abseil down 
Guildford Cathedral. Two 
hundred and twenty-nine steps 
to the top, and one hundred and 
sixty feet back to ground level! 
I managed to raise £3000 for 
Parkinson’s UK 
to help fund 
research into 
a cure for this 
neurological 
health problem.

Richard Hawes
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Otmoor Challenge Half Marathon

This year’s race had two additional 
challenges, a new route for the last 
one and a half miles, and heat. Some 
280 runners completed it, and any 
thoughts of personal bests were 
thwarted by the weather, between 22 
and 25°C, warmer than the recent 
London Marathon (which was the 
hottest yet). Luckily, and unlike 
London, we had lots of water at the 
water stations, much appreciated by 
the runners for both drinking and 
throwing over themselves. The course 
was hard underfoot for most of it, 
and the new route home across the 
fields instead of the straight mile gave 
extra stiles to traverse, and a bit of 

an adventure for the regulars. None 
of whom could have guessed that the 
finish would be weaving through Julie 
Ogden’s field (very fitting) to catapult 
out of a purpose-built gap-in-hedge-
and bridge onto the road and into the 
playing field. Well done to all involved 
in the course, marshals, path-cutters, 
bridge-builders, and especially the 
Course Director, Colin Jenkins. 

In terms of the Studley Stragglers 
village team, we started well, even 
running in formation for a bit! But 
then an old injury flaring-up meant 
one of the team couldn’t finish. 
Congratulations to Justin Davey who 
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led the Studley Stragglers from the 
front by so much that he was the first 
villager home.

We are pleased that others come to 
enjoy this unique half marathon, and 
it was good to get feedback on the 
new route. Some runners liked the 
predictability and speed of the usual 
route down the straight mile, others 
enjoyed the adventure and exploration 
off-road. 

I have permission to use a report 
written after last year’s Otmoor 
Challenge by John Clargo for 
local running club the Headington 
Roadrunners newsletter, which I think 
describes our race very nicely.

“Do you like a nice, gentle, flat, 
road 10k along English country 
lanes, through pretty villages with 
a sprinkling of warm-hearted locals 
generously clapping you past their 
chocolate-box cottages and coming 
out of thatched pubs to cheer you 
on your way? If so, then the Otmoor 
Challenge was made for you. 
Unfortunately, you will finish just over 
10k away from where you started and 
the only way back involves another 
gruelling 10k along sun-baked rutted 

trails around what feels like the 
biggest field in the world (until you get 
to the next one which actually is the 
biggest field in the world) followed 
by the longest hill in the world just 
before the steepest hill in the world. 
Fortunately, at the top of this you will 
find yourself suddenly confronted with 
one of the most glorious panoramic 
views in Oxfordshire. Sadly, you’ll 
be too tired to enjoy it by now and, 
anyway, you’ll have to concentrate 
on not falling A over T on the steep 
grassy downhill section (chosen in 
1928 as the site for the ski jump ramp 
when Beckley made its misguided 
pitch to hold the Winter Olympics 
despite being, on the first Saturday 
of every June, the hottest place in 
the world). Oh, and you won’t reach 
the beer tent at the fête until you’ve 
run the longest mile on the planet. 
Seriously.

The clue’s in the name. I love it. When 
it’s over. See you there next year!”

John Clargo. Headington Roadrunners

And yes, John was there again this 
year!

Tim Dixon 

Studley Stragglers
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Oliver Twist 
Chimney Sweep
No Dust — No Fuss

•  Rotary Sweeping

•  CCTV Inspection

•  Bird Nests Removed

•  Bird Cowls Fitted
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NEWS FROM ST BARNABAS CHURCH

March – Tear Fund Lunch
The Tear Fund Service and Lunch 
took place on 18th March. Thank 
you to David and Rita for delivering 
the informative service for us with 
an update about the on-going success 
of the Health and Hygiene self-help 
groups project we support in Ethiopia. 
Thank you to Lisa and team for the 
lovely soups and homemade bread in 
the hall afterwards.

April – Cream Teas for 
Open Gardens

We had lots of 
fun serving Cream 
teas at Studley 
Farmhouse on 
April 8th even 
though the 
weather was a 
bit dull. Thank 
you to Annie and 

Andrew for the use of your barn.

May – Open Air Ascension Day 
service
Twenty-seven parishioners from 
the 4 parishes braved the breaking 
dawn at 6.30 on May 10th to 
celebrate Ascension Day, followed by 
bacon butties and coffee at Studley 
Farmhouse. Thank you to Annie and 
Andrew Payne.

June – Songs of Praise 
About thirty parishioners attended the 
Annual Otmoor Challenge ‘Songs of 
Praise’, on 3rd June. Various groups 
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I would just like to say a big thank you to all the marvellous helpers on the 
W.I. refreshments at the Otmoor Challenge fete! Also, a big thank you to 
my ever-faithful bap fillers. Without your help, we could not provide our 
refreshments! Also, 
as usual the village 
donated delicious 
cakes, which sell like 
“hot cakes”. Thank 
you all and roll on 
2019, marking 40 
years of the Otmoor 
Challenge.

Annie Anderson

and clubs in the village were invited 
to choose a hymn, and we had a 
magnificent selection; the singing was 
uplifting and joyful. We prayed for the 
beauty of Otmoor and that it may be 
undamaged for many years to come. 
Thank you to Pete Whitaker, for the 
beautiful flowers by the porch.

Carol Welch (358122)

Contacts
Rev Andrew Pritchard-Keens 07944-
522098

Churchwardens: Lynn Whitaker 
(358838) and Andrew Payne (351018) 
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HORTON-CUM-STUDLEY GARDENING CLUB 
Gardens are full of colour and scent. The roses seem to be particularly fine 
this year. The plant stall at the Otmoor challenge was a great success. Many 
thanks to all those who contributed plants or helped on the day. Members 
are visiting a garden in Wantage on July 13th. For more information about 
our programme see the website: www.horton-cum-studley.org.uk/community/
clubs/

If you would like to know more about the 
Gardening Club, please contact the chairman, 
Susan Burge (01865-351310).

Gardens Open for the National Garden Scheme 
charities and the British Skin Foundation: Sun 2 
Sept – Upper Green (2– 5.30pm)

Home-made teas will be served in aid of St 
Barnabas Church

Susan Burge

Cheese Omelette Soufflé
Serves 4
6 eggs

100g (4oz) Cheddar, Parmesan and 
Gruyere cheese

2 tablespoons of dry white wine

Salt and pepper

Oil and butter

Method
Separate the eggs. 

Blend 25g of the cheese and the white 
wine into the egg yolks and season.

Whip the egg whites until stiff and fold 
into the egg yolk mixture very carefully, 

gradually adding almost all of the 
cheese.

Add a little oil and a large knob of 
butter to the omelette pan and bring to 
sizzling heat.

Pour the egg mixture into the hot pan 
and reduce the heat.

Sprinkle the remainder of the cheese on 
the top and brown under the grill.

Then immediately transfer the omelette 
to a moderately hot oven (350 F, 180 °C 
or gas mark 4) for about 10 minutes. 

The soufflé should be moist in the centre 

Elizabeth Kenworthy-Browne
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AGE UK OXFORDSHIRE
Late Spring
If you feel this area would benefit 
from having a Late Spring group or 
if you would like to help us to set up 
a group or you would like to find out 
more about providing support for a 
local group, please contact Ruth Swift, 
Head of Community Development on 
07827-235 404.

Information and IT Gadget 
Drop-ins
Want some tech help? Our team 
of volunteers are available to help 
answer any questions you have about 
your laptop, table or smartphone. No 
need to pre-book. All welcome. Just 
bring your portable kit along. Please 
contact the Community Information 
Network on 0345-450 1276 to find 
out what sessions are in your area.

Ruskin College – Oxford
Ruskin College is an independent 

learning provider, providing 
opportunities for the local 
community and for students from 
across the UK and beyond. They are 
committed to delivering equality of 
opportunity for students and staff, 
proving a learning environment 
where both can achieve their 
maximum potential. This year 
Ruskin College, in collaboration 
with Age UK Oxfordshire, will be 
launching free taster sessions, each 
lasting 2 hours from 10am-12pm. 
All these sessions will take place at 
the Ruskin Room, Cohen Squad, 
Walton Street, Oxford, OX1 2HE. 
The taster sessions include a variety 
of subjects. The recruitment manager 
is keeping me informed on future 
topics. If you are interested, please 
contact me.

Ann Stearns – Parish Link for Age UK 

Oxfordshire

Save Otmoor! 

If anyone is interested in 
helping promote the Save 
Otmoor twitter and social 
media campaign, please 
get in touch with Olivia 
Field (email: Olivia_field@
hotmail.com).
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Village crossword Spring 18
Across

Small vessel goes belly up 
(3)

1

By way of relating to birds 
when topped and tailed (3)

3

Opted to change at bus 
station perhaps (5)

5

Harvest pickled fruit (4)8
Start with 100 businessmen 
and me in uproar (8)

9

Binds warts around ID tags 
(10)

11

Mother or father could be 
secretary, torn (6)

13

Puff maybe and groaned 
maybe without expiring (6)

14

Leaves without leaves (10)17
Adding up to (8)21

Ticket left over when you 
bang your toe for example (4)

22

Extremely unpleasant (5)23
Extremely test to the max (3)24
Payable (3)25

Down
Befuddle and pitch (5)1
Glass workers cut large size 
down (8)

2

Noah and his boat drop hem 
of this coat (6)

4

Do Mediterranean buildings 
have a rounded roof? (5)

5

Duck's hangout (4)6
Yorkshireman gives motive 
for crime (7)

7

Bowl over squirrel food (4)10

Wobbly Di at gate in a lather 
(8)

12

Chewed tin rope is a 
nutritional necessity (7)

13

Story teller returns by train 
(4)

15

Some author nets nest pest 
(6)

16

Passage in a log (5)18
Sword found by supporter 
twisted in Sussex perhaps (5)

19

Pitchers (4)20
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Crossword 
First correct entry drawn 

after the closing date 
wins a bottle of wine. 
Please send entries to 

Pauline Cox, Grove House, 
Horton Hill, by 31st 

July 2018. Remember 
to put your name and 
your house name on 
it! Answers available 
after the closing date 

from Pauline: pauline@
plcfitness.co.uk

The last crossword 
competition was won 

by Gill and Ron Perkins. 
Congratulations!
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VILLAGE RARE-BREED CHARCUTERIE

Contact Andy & Liz Campbell, White Gate, Church Lane, Horton-cum-Studley, call or text on 07855-
300701, email: otmoorpigcharcuterie@gmail.com, website: otmoorpigcharcuterie.com

Happy to drop off locally, call in if passing by, or come and see us at Wolvercote farmers market.

THE FORGE – HORTON-CUM-STUDLEY

Restored and renovated, 5 x 12m of open studio space. Separate kitchen area, and bathroom with shower. 
Underfloor heating. Additional 3 x 5m mezzanine storage. Parking available. Available to let: February 

2018. Apply LMN Properties Ltd: Max 07976-973311.

TWO PRINTERS FREE TO GOOD HOMES!

HP Photosmart D7100 series, little used. Kodak ESP 5250. Neither compliant with Windows 10.

Nick Meyjes 01865-351496

WEDDING ITEMS FOR SALE

Having recently got married, I have several good-as-new wedding bits for sale including candle holders, 
veil and hair accessories. Contact Rhiannon, Huntsmans House, rhiannon.ashman@gmail.com, or drop 

by.

Village Classifieds

Live in Horton-cum-Studley? Have 
something for sale? Or a service/business 

you want to promote? Free of charge? Yes? 
Then this section is for you! 

Send your short text advert to the 
editor at claudettedoe@yahoo.co.uk 
by 14 October 2018 for inclusion in 

the November issue.

HOME PHYSIOTHERAPY SERVICE

Physiotherapy in your own home with an experienced local physiotherapist. Established 20 years. 
Conditions treated – neurological problems, falls and balance, and post-surgery recovery. Contact Judy 

Delafield on 07768-877568. Email/website: judy@home-physio.co.uk/www.home-physio.co.uk

HORTON-CUM-STUDLEY TODDLER GROUP

At the Millennium Hall, Horton-cum-Studley, 10–11.30am on alternate Mondays.

Contact: Laura – laurabadger@hotmail.com

HANDMADE GREETINGS CARDS FOR SALE IN HORTON

I recycle wrapping paper to create a range of unique collages. Generic and birthday styles are available. 
Individual card: £1. Pack of 5: £4.50. Pack of 10: £8.50.

Please email Caroline at cjgharrison08@googlemail to see samples and express interest.

REFLEXOLOGY TREATMENTS WITH CATRIN

Hourly sessions in Horton-cum-Studley. For more details please get in touch: 07960659314/
angelcolours5@yahoo.com



Osteopathy

Massage

Wellbeing

Working to keep you at your best

01869 351345

www.cliniconthegreen.com
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Oxfordshire County Council and  
Cherwell District Council

Your District Councillors are:

Tim Hallchurch – email: cllr.timothy.
hallchurch@cherwell-dc.gov.uk

Simon Holland – email: cllr.simon.
holland@cherwell-dc.gov.uk

David Hughes – email: cllr.david.
hughes@cherwell-dc.gov.uk

Your County Councillor is:

Dan Sames – email: dan.sames@
oxfordshire.gov.uk

Cherwell District Council
Joint Arrangements
Cherwell District Council (DC) 
currently has joint arrangements 
with South Northants DC, whereby 
the Chief Executive and other senior 
officers are shared as are other 
departments where there are savings 
with joint working. Following the 
Northamptonshire County Council 
financial problems, caused mainly by 
expensive private finance initiatives, 
Northamptonshire is being forced to 
form a unitary authority, whereby 
the districts will be absorbed into the 
county and presumably their finances 
used to clear the debt. Cherwell DC 
will, therefore, have to ‘divorce’ 
from South Northants, thereby 
leaving a financial black hole in the 
district coffers. The solution is for 
Cherwell DC to join other districts 
in Oxfordshire, Oxford City or the 

County Council. Talks are currently 
being held with other DCs, the City 
and County Councils to see whether 
cost saving arrangements can be made. 
Working with the City is currently 
being discussed. There are no current 
discussions in the County to form an 
Oxfordshire Unitary.

Oxford-Cambridge Expressway
The Expressway project (if it ever 
happens) has gone quiet and nothing 
new to report. However, from what 
I have seen, my personal view is 
that they will chose the shortest and 
cheapest route (Route A) from Thame, 
Little Milton to the A34 south of 
Abingdon. The Expressway is very 
much a County Council matter and 
Cherwell DC is not a decision maker 
in the project. I am totally opposed 
to any possibility of the Expressway 
crossing Otmoor.

Graven Hill
The self-build housing project south 
of Bicester is now well underway. It is 
proposed that Graven Hill becomes a 
part of Bicester Town and not added 
to Ambrosden village. If you want 
the home of your dreams, now’s your 
chance!

Tim Hallchurch MBE 

01865-377099  

Web site: www.otmoor.co.uk
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Horton-cum-Studley Village Newsletter is published three times a year by the Parish Council.

Would all regular contributors please submit copy by e-mail.

Next issue deadline is 14 October 2018. 

Send your views, letters, photos to Claudette Doe at claudettedoe@yahoo.co.uk

Views expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily those of the Parish Council.

Design by Jenna Zan @ Zed • Print/Produced by Parchment

Published by H-c-S Parish Council 2018.  

For enquiries regarding delivery, please contact Richard and Rachel Hawes on 01865 351540.

Ride Out UK 2018 – Save Otmoor!

Otmoor Riding Group again supported the British Horse Society’s ‘Ride Out UK’ 
month with a group hack on Monday 28 May. Members, friends and families set 
out to hack, walk or cycle on Otmoor via Horton-cum-Studley and/or Fencott. 
Being able to enjoy our local countryside has never been more important, and 
it was fantastic to see so many people supporting both our campaign to stop 
local bridleways from being damaged by unauthorized vehicles and the Save 
Otmoor campaign. In addition, over £100 was raised for the BHS Paths for 
Communities fund. 

Otmoor Riding Group (358363) 



28

War Veteran Basil Lyster Honoured by France

In June, Horton-cum-Studley 
resident Basil Lyster was presented 
with the French Legion d’Honneur, 
France’s top honour, for his 
heroic service as a Royal Marine 
in France during World War 2, 
notably during the D-Day landings 
in Normandy (Sword Beach). The 
French Ambassador presented the 
well-deserved award to him in 
recognition of his involvement in 
liberating France.

Photo by Tom Williams  
© Oxford Mail

Photo by Tom Williams  
© Oxford Mail


