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THE 36TH OTMOOR CHALLENGE – 6th JUNE 2015
Another year has passed, and 

suddenly the playing field is alive 

with tents and marquees, straw bales, 

fluttering tapes and bunting – and 

hundreds of people. It’s the Otmoor 

Challenge again, the big village event 

of the year, raising money for local 

charities but, more importantly, giving 

the opportunity for villagers to meet 

and enjoy themselves whilst working 

for a common cause.

The weather was good, the ground 

was dry, and 331 runners arrived 

to start the half-marathon Otmoor 

Challenge around the roads and 

tracks of Otmoor. A rather gusty 

wind prevented men’s winner Paul 

Fernandez (Abingdon AC) from 

breaking any records, but his record 

over at least the last 8 years (1st, 2nd, 

3rd, 1st, 1st, 1st, 4th and 3rd) shows 

what a consistently powerful runner 

he is. Rachel Masser (Woodstock 

Harriers), on the other hand, was 

not put off by the conditions, and 

won the ladies’ race, beating her own 

course record by 1 minute 4 seconds. 

Seventeen men’s and mixed teams 

entered, together with four ladies’ 

teams. Sadly, the local team, the 

Studley Stragglers (Ruth Landreth, 

Justin Davey, Tim Dixon and Paddy 

Gardiner), were not among the 

winners, despite their having hijacked 

the winner’s cup for an optimistic 

team photograph before the race.

Reuben Mynheer crossed the 

line in 1  hr 53 mins 31 secs, and 

Rick Pullinger came home in an 

outstanding 24th place in 1 hr 30 

mins 50 secs, which also gave him 

second place in the men’s Supervet 

Wender Cup. 

There were many compliments from 

runners for the excellent organisation 

of the race, with particular thanks to 

both marshals and residents around 

the course who gave such enthusiastic 

support to the runners. Course 

preparation and organisation was by 

Kevin Gerring and Colin Jenkins and 

their team, with runner registration 

by Jill Meyjes and her team of ladies. 

Particular thanks must go to the least 

heralded man on the course – Pierre 
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van Zijl – the Last Runner Marshal, 

who followed the last runner all the 

way to the finish to make sure that all 

were accounted for. The picture shows 

him at the finish with the last runner, 

77-year-old David Faulkner from 

Beckley, who was timed at 3 hrs 25 

mins 26 secs.

The walkers had much better 

conditions this year, with dry ground 

and warm air, in contrast to the 

swamp that greeted them last year. A 

total of 210 walkers, seen off by Chris 

Squire’s team, completed either the 13 

or the 5 mile course, some going for 

speed whilst the others took picnics 

and enjoyed a good walk in the 

beautiful countryside. 

Starting at noon, the fete was under 

new management, with Liz Campbell, 

assisted by Helen Bungay, doing a 

magnificent job of organising, with 

emphasis on entertainment for the 

children. Adults were not forgotten, 

and Ian Wyles and the Otmoor Bar 

team provided copious amounts of 

beer and Pimms to thirsty runners 

and walkers – mostly after they had 

completed the course! The stalls were 

as busy as usual, with the bottle, 

cake, plant and book stalls leading 

the way, accompanied by the music 

of the Bletchingdon Silver Band. The 

W.I. did sterling work feeding the 

masses, while Mr Finn ran the BBQ 

and also, very generously, provided 

the pig for the evening pig roast. The 

evening bash was a great success, 

with entertainment for the younger 

children coming from Nick Cope, and 

music for later from the well-received 

Wheatley Park School Soul Band. The 

pig roast was completed with first-

class salads from Catherine Lange and 

her team, and an excellent variety of 

home-made desserts. As ever, we were 

given great support both before and 

on the day by Breckon & Breckon.
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As always, we are indebted to all 

the villagers who contributed goods 

or their time to make the Otmoor 

Challenge such a success. Our thanks 

must also go to Basil Lyster who, 

despite his announcement last year 

that he was retiring from his post, 

still stepped into the breach and 

played a major role again. We do need 

volunteers who will get involved in 

the planning and organisation of the 

event, not just on the day. It is not 

arduous and, with the event having 

been going strong for 36 years, you 

will be joining a going concern. Please 

speak to one of the Otmoor Challenge 

Association committee members. Next 

year’s Challenge will be on 4th June – 

see you there!

Andrew Pennington 

www.otmoorchallenge.co.uk

A  

big  
thank 
you  

to Helen and Liz for 
a successful Otmoor Challenge fete and 

delicious BBQ in the evening – the salads 
were amazing! The W.I. worked so 

hard all day in the hall; Annie 
Anderson asked me to help 
her, we had such fun, but 

so much organisation.... you 
have a great team Annie. 

Sara Mander
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Village Photography Competition 2015
You can send multiples entries, throughout the year to:

hortoncumstudleyparishcouncil@gmail.com  
[If you are unable to submit digital images  

you may send in print copies instead.]

There are separate categories for adults, under 18s and under 12s.

Alexia Lewis [351025] 
Clerk for Horton-cum-Studley Parish Council  

http://horton-cum-studley.org.uk/

HORTON-CUM-STUDLEY TENNIS CLUB 

We are having a good tennis season with lots of coaching and 
matches and tennis evenings. If anyone is interested in joining the 

club please contact Judy Ramm on 07709-088668.  
There is coaching for all ages throughout the summer and  

we still have a few spaces so please book now.  
Check dates with Bronwyn on 07919-155911.

Please support our club! It’s a great way of meeting new friends!

Best Wishes, 
Sara Mander (Chairperson) 

07850-231293
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PARISH COUNCIL REPORT

One of the main concerns in the 
village is that of speeding traffic. 
As more houses are being built in 
Bicester, Ambrosden and Arncott, 
we are inevitably going to have 
more traffic passing through the 
village. A few weeks ago I spoke to 
Sergeant Colin Travi, who runs the 
Neighbourhood Action Group, to 
ask for some advice on this problem. 
Sadly, due to financial restraints, he 
no longer has the resources to come 
and do traffic controls in the village. 
Therefore, it is necessary for us to help 
ourselves.

The Police Community Support 
Officers (PCSOs) will organise a 
SpeedWatch operation. Our PCSO, 
Angela Alford, explained this scheme 
at the Annual Parish Meeting. We 
basically need six to eight people 
to volunteer to form a SpeedWatch 
group, where three volunteers, in a 
rota, would meet Angela at a busy 
part of the day to monitor the speed 
and number of vehicles passing 
through the village. Drivers travelling 
in excess of 36 mph will receive a 
letter from the police informing them 
of this speed and explaining that they 
have been put on a database. If this 
happens again, police action will be 
taken. We really do need volunteers if 

this project is going to be successful – 
two people have already volunteered 
– so please let me know if you feel 
you are able to help. Speeding posters 
were distributed at the meeting for use 
on wheelie bins and telegraph poles. 
Please help to solve this problem. If 
we work together we will have more 
chance of success and during the 
summer months let us try to make this 
happen.

Our Parish Council has a policy to 
protect the Green Belt land from 
development. We have, recently, had 
one planning application turned 
down as it was an infringement upon 
the Green Belt. In order to help the 
Parish Council make decisions about 
development within the village more 
legally binding, we need to convert 
the Village Plan into a Neighbourhood 
Plan. We will be looking into this over 
the coming year.

If you have any issues concerning 
the village please let one of the 
Councillors know or come to one 
of our meetings held on the second 
Thursday of the month at 7.30pm in 
the Millennium Hall.

Barbara Jewell  

(351315)
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Jan Weller Pre-school afternoon tea, 2–4 pm, Saturday 
25 July, Beckley Village Hall

We are very sad to announce that our beloved pre-school, started by Jan 39 years 
ago, is closing down on 17 July. We would like to mark the end of an era by 
getting together with as many parents, children, staff, supporters and friends of 
Jan Weller Pre-school from years past, as well as the present. Please come along to 
have some tea and cake and reminisce with us.

It would be really helpful if you could let us know if you will be coming to help us 
plan the refreshments! Please email Hazel at: janwellerpreschool@hotmail.co.uk 

Home FOOT CARE 

experience the relief and comfort from 
gentle foot care, in the relaxed environment of your 

own home 
Nail cutting and reduction 

Removal of corns and callus 
Fungal nail treatment 
Cracked, dry heels 

Foot massage 

Angie Ward SAC DIP, FHPT, FHPP 

07796 881157 
angiefootcare@gmail.com 

 
Fully Registered and Insured. 

 

You're in safe hands 
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HORTON-CUM-STUDLEY W.I.

On Sunday April 19th, in conjunction 
with the W.I. groups of Stanton-St-
John and Otmoor, we held a themed 
tea party in the Millennium Hall. 
This was organised as part of the 
W.I.’s 100th year celebration. The W.I. 
Centenary Baton, which had travelled 
around the U.K. for the past year 
visiting W.I. groups, arrived by vintage 
Mini from Bicester and was welcomed 
by our members and our guests, 
W.I. groups from Oxfordshire and 
Buckinghamshire. Over a delicious 
tea, past and present presidents 
regaled members with memories of 
how the W.I. had developed over 
the years, and the friendship and 
enjoyment the W.I. had given them.

In May, we welcomed to our meeting 
Mrs Ann Stearns, who gave us an 
insight into the work and resources 
of Age UK. The Otmoor Challenge in 
June was blessed with a beautiful day. 
The W.I. organised the refreshments, 
and Annie Andersen and her team 
ensured there was a delicious array of 
sandwiches, rolls and cakes available. 
The W.I. are very grateful to all the 
ladies who helped on the day and 
generously provided cakes etc., your 
support is invaluable.

During the summer months the group 
undertakes a number of outings. The 

first to Stoner Park, near Henley, was 
held in June. This beautiful house 
tucked away in the Chiltern Hills 
has an interesting history, and is 
surrounded by lovely gardens and 
parkland. The tour of the house 
was much enjoyed by the group. 
In September there will be a coach 
outing to London to visit the Bank of 
England. This will include a guided 
tour of the Bank. There are still some 
seats available for this trip if any 
member of the village would like to 
join us, please contact Mrs B. Jewell, 
tel. 351315.

Our regular meetings commence 
again on Tuesday September 8th, and 
an interesting programme has been 
planned for the following months. 
An open meeting has been arranged 
for Tuesday October 6th, at 8pm. 
The speaker will be Professor Allan 
Chapman and his talk will be entitled 
‘Who was John Radcliffe’; this should 
be a very interesting lecture. A cordial 
welcome is extended to all our friends 
and neighbours.

Please contact me if you would like to 
know more about the W.I. and would 
like to come along to a meeting.

 Beryl Fleming (President)  

358805
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NEWS FROM ST BARNABAS CHURCH 

Recent Events
On Sunday 8th March there was a 
special service to celebrate Tearfund 
Sunday. A short film entitled No 
Child Taken, about child trafficking, 
was shown, and the visiting speaker, 
Bob Forster, described some of the 
projects that he had been privileged to 
see which aim to help such children. 
Around 40 people attended the “soup 
and cheese” lunch in the Millennium 
village hall that followed. Gifts from 
the service and proceeds from the 
lunch came to over £250, which was 
given to Tearfund to help fight child 
trafficking. Bob Forster spoke briefly 
explaining how the traffickers deceive 

families into letting their children 
be taken by the false promises of 
education and jobs. Our thanks to 
all who made and gave the excellent 
soups and homemade bread, which 
meant everyone was well fed, and 
thanks too to those who contributed 
to the gift we passed on. 

On Sunday 15th March there was a 
Family Service to celebrate Mothering 
Sunday, when all the ladies present 
were given flowers and the original 
purpose of the celebration was 
explained. Easter is of course the most 
important festival in the Christian 
calendar, when Christians remember 

the cruel death to which Jesus 
willingly went, and then on 
Easter Sunday celebrate the 
fact that he rose from the 
dead. In the event, over 70 
people gathered in the church 
and gave a tremendous united 
response to the traditional 
claim “Christ is risen” by 
declaring “He is risen indeed, 
Alleluia!”.

The Annual Parochial Church 
Meeting was held in April 
in the Millennium Village 
Hall, part of the meeting, the 
Vicar’s report, being shared 
with the other three parishes 



11

in our benefice. Andrew Payne and 
Lynn Whitaker were re-elected as 
churchwardens and we are extremely 
grateful to them for their willingness 
to go on serving in this capacity. The 
elected Parochial Church Council 
(PCC) members are Lisa Mynheer, 
Colin Jenkins, Carol Welch, Rita 
Turner and David Turner. The vicar 
and churchwardens are ex-officio 
members.

Otmoor Challenge 
Our thanks to all those who worked 
so hard to raise money for the church. 
In particular we want to thank Layla 
and the Whitaker family for raising 

over £1000 by a sponsored walk. Well 
done!! Lisa Mynheer would also like 
to thank the many generous villagers 
who provided cakes for the cake stall 
this year. A number of visitors to the 
fete commented on how the cakes in 
Horton-cum-Studley are something 
else and worth making a special 
journey for! The stall took £377 – an 
all-time record by £100. So, thank you 
again.

Songs of Praise
On the Sunday evening after the 
Otmoor Challenge, over 30 people 
came and shared in a very enjoyable 
Songs of Praise service to celebrate 
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the Challenge weekend. There was a 
great sense of praise and thankfulness 
as representatives of different groups 
in the village introduced the hymns 
they had chosen and the congregation 
sang them. There was praise for the 
landscape, the life of the gardens, for 
God’s faithfulness and, surprisingly 
from Andrew Payne, the opportunity 
to rest! The vicar chose “He who 
would valiant be”, John Bunyan’s 
famous hymn, and talked about 
people of faith in the Bible and 
the example we had had in June 
Ward who, though suffering, was 
uncomplaining, trusting her Lord and 
looked forward to being with Him. 
We are very grateful to Derek Jewel 
for collecting requests, arranging the 

programme and accompanying the 
singing. 

Dates for your Diary
The Michaelmas Fair will probably be 
on the 26th September, but the date is 
not yet confirmed.

St Barnabas Church PCC is 
organising a 

Harvest Supper 

on Saturday 17th October 
from 7.30pm – 11.00pm in the 
Millennium Village Hall and 

everyone is welcome.

Please bring a plate and cutlery. 
Bar. Tickets: £8 (under 18: £5)

Please order your tickets before 
Thursday 15th October from 
Carol Welch (358122) or Lisa 

Mynheer (351340).

Contact
Rev Andrew Pritchard-Keens 
(07944-522098), our vicar, and 
the churchwardens, Lynn Whitaker 
(358838) and Andrew Payne 
(351018), would be pleased to talk 
to anyone who wants to know more 
about the Christian faith or the 
church, or who would appreciate 
support from church members.

David Turner  

(351460) 
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GTs NEWS

We kicked off our summer programme with an evening of indoor games at the 
Golf Club, which included scrabble, dominoes and, for those with a steady hand, 
giant jenga. In May, about 20 of us went to the New Theatre to see the Jersey 
Boys, which suited our generation perfectly and made us all nostalgic for our 
younger days! A visit to Bletchley Park is scheduled for the end of June. We are 
hoping for a fine evening on July 9th for our annual cross country walk, followed 
by pub food.

This year, the GTs will be organising a Safari Supper on August 8th. It will be 
in three sections: drinks and nibbles; followed by the main course at a different 
venue at various villagers’ homes; followed by puddings at the village hall. For 
further information and tickets, please ring Rachel on 351540 or Ruth on 351444 
in early July. September 15th is our next planning meeting.

For further information about any of the above please contact Ruth David on 
351444.

I would like to say a 
BIG THANK YOU to all who 

sponsored me. I completed the 13 mile 
Otmoor Challenge walk,  

together with mum, and raised
£1,167 

for St Barnabas Church.
Layla Whitaker



MONDAYS

MILLENIUM VILLAGE HALL, H-C-S !

10 - 11.30 AM!

£1 PER FAMILY!

BABIES AND PRESCHOOLERS WELCOME TO PLAY 

AND RUN OFF STEAM WHILE GROWN UPS 

 SOCIALISE AND EAT CAKE. 

OLDER CHILDREN WELCOME IN SCHOOL HOLIDAYS. 

PLAYGROUP
HORTON-CUM-STUDLEY

Contact

Angela Lee

Angelalee2@icloud.com



Adult Tennis Tournament - Horton-cum-Studley 
(Non-members welcome) 

  
Horton-cum-Studley turns into Wimbledon for 

a day! 
If you're 16 years old or over, come and join us for a fun one day tournament 

on Saturday 29th August.  All abilities are encouraged to enter, from beginners 
to experienced, and the tournament will be organised relative to your grade.  
Please fill out the form and send back to address below with cash or a cheque 

made payable to Horton-cum-Studley Tennis Club to confirm your place.   

There will also be a BBQ on the day at 12.30pm for players and spectators. 

Entry fee for players (incl. BBQ): £7. BBQ only: £5.   

The deadline to enter is 31st July, an acknowledgement will be sent out upon 
receipt of the form and further details will be sent to all participants nearer the 

date. 

 
Name/s:   

 
Ability: Beginner / Moderate / Experienced / BBQ Only  (If more than one person 
entering on this form please put ability next to relevant person) 

Address:  

 
E-mail: 

  
Phone: 
 
PLEASE RETURN TO:  David and Christina Russell, Oakwood, Oakley Road, 
Horton-cum-Studley, OX33 1BG.  

E-mail: cclrussell@hotmail.co.uk  Phone: (01865) 358992 
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Stray Cats

I would like to make the people of the village aware that there is a 

growing problem brewing in our village with stray cats. Over the years, 

we have been called to help and we have been able to do so, but at 

great expense, time and effort; it can take quite a while, especially if 

kittens are involved, because by the time the kittens are noticed they 

have become wild through lack of human contact.

Here are some of the figures that have been issued by the charity  

“Cats Protection”.

– A female cat, in just 5 years, can be responsible for 20,000 

descendants.

– From the age of 6 months, a healthy female cat can have up to  

3 litters each year, with 5 or 6 kittens in each litter.

I want people to be responsible owners of their cat or cats, and make 

sure they are neutered; this will not only stop unwanted kittens, but 

also stop stray cats fighting and attacking domesticated cats, this then 

helps stop the spread of feline diseases.

There is a particular risk of stray cats spreading diseases such as FIV 

(Feline Immunodeficiency Virus) and FeLV (Feline Leukaemia Virus), 

so this a constant threat to our domesticated cats through fighting etc. 

Therefore, male cats need to be neutered as well. 

Please be a good cat owner!

John Holcroft
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Untimely closure of the pre-school

It is very sad that the Jan Weller pre-school at Stanton-St-John is 

being closed down by its current committee at the end of July even 

though child numbers have risen significantly across the year, good 

numbers of parents are interested in registering their children for 

future places and many generous local people have offered financial 

support if needed. This volunteer-governed not-for-profit pre-school 

has been caring for children and preparing them for school for nearly 

four decades and would have been well placed to cater for future 

children in our local villages, especially considering government plans 

to provide 30 hours per week free early years funding for 3 year olds; 

unlike some of the private nurseries the pre-school welcomed parents 

to use their government funding at the school. In light of this, we 

should be very grateful to the hard-working and effective volunteers 

in our village who run the parish council, the Otmoor Challenge 

and the village hall, as they are clearly doing an excellent job in 

turbulent times.

Mobile library – new timetable and route

The Mobile Library service resumes locally on 16 July with a new 
timetable and route. It will stop at The Forge ONLY from 14:30 to 
14:50, on the following Thursdays:

July: 16, 30 August: 13, 27 September: 10, 24

October: 8, 22 November: 5, 19
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HORTON-CUM-STUDLEY GARDENING CLUB 

Celebrating 25 years!
The gardening club continues to 
flourish, following our successful 
monthly indoor meetings we have 
now started our outdoor garden 
visits. The first of these was to The 
Coach House at Ampney Crucis, near 
Cirencester, a garden divided up into 
different compartments, and to finish 
the afternoon a lovely cream tea. The 
plant stall at the Otmoor Challenge 
was again very successful raising 
£490.00, many thanks to those who 
helped on the day or brought plants 
for sale.

By the time you have read this we will 
have had our annual coach trip, this 
year to Lamport Hall and Kelmarsh 
Hall, both in Northamptonshire. Our 
penultimate summer meeting is on 
July 15th with a visit to The Grange, 
Chalgrove, at 2.30pm; if you want to 
come please check with Alex Wood 
on 351577. The members’ evening is 
on 4th August at Yew Tree Cottage 
at 7.00pm. This will be a special 
occasion as we are celebrating our 
25th anniversary. If you have any 
memories to share, pictures etc., please 
contact Richard Hawes.

Richard Hawes (351540)

Photo by Ann Stearns
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Crossword
1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8

9

10 11

12 13

14 15 16

17 18

19 20 21

22 23

24 25

Unnamed

Across

7 Bass perhaps, but only one...
(6)

Or tuba perhaps, no, wrong 
type (6)

8

Ancient sailor? (7)10

Anxiety in gangs too much 
(5)

11

Require dough, or what you 
do to it, say (4)

12

Water Aid for young pup (5)13

American millionaire 
beheaded by Jack on pier (5)

17

Butchers have a lot of this (4)18

Deportation in France he is 
found in river (5)

22

A company of Roman 
soldiers or style of type (7)

23

Hot jacket (6)24

Bob dreads crew for 
example (6)

25

Down

Uncompromising singer (7)1

Requires no rush about 
concerns (7)

2

Flower seed works for 
example (5)

3

Celebrity is impotent (7)4

Orange dance? (5)5

No, Ruth lost umbrella in 
Scotland maybe (5)

6

One with designs (9)9

Excited, like Peggy Lee 
perhaps (7)

14

Necessitate (7)15

Casanova for example has a 
cunning plan involving a 
young boy initially (7)

16

Hat found in English city 
perhaps (5)

19

Ultimate flan I concocted (5)20

Massage (5)21

Please send your 
completed crosswords 
to Pauline Cox at Grove 

House, Horton Hill, 
by 31st July 2015. 

The first correct entry 
drawn after the closing 
date will win a bottle 

of wine. 

The winner of the 
last crossword was 
Mr Derek Jewell.
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Village Classifieds

HORTON PETCARE SERVICES

Now offers DOG GROOMING. From bath and tidy to full groom, clipping to hand 
stripping, in addition to our other services in caring for your pets. Fully insured, City & 

Guilds qualified. Contact Lynn Whitaker 01865 358838 or 07795 550851.  
E-mail – lyndawhitaker@btinternet.com

HOME PHYSIOTHERAPY SERVICE

Physiotherapy in your own home with an experienced local physiotherapist.  
Established 20 years. Conditions treated – neurological problems, falls and balance,  

and post-surgery recovery. 

Contact Judy Delafield on 07768-877568.  
Email/website: judy@home-physio.co.uk/www.home-physio.co.uk

PILATES FOR MEN

Every Tuesday 7.30pm – 8.30pm

Grove House, Horton Hill

Spaces limited – booking essential

For more information or to reserve a place, ring Pauline: 01865 351367 or 07710 588367

J C GARDEN MAINTENANCE

Experienced mature gardener. Public liability insurance.

Services include – planting, weeding, tidying beds and borders; pruning small 
trees, shrubs and roses; painting and staining sheds, fences, decking and 

garden furniture; power washing patios, paths and decking. 

For an informal chat contact me: Jim Caple 01295-268614 (evenings) or 
mobile 07958-459876

Email – jimcaple123@hotmail.co.uk

Live in Horton-cum-Studley? Have 
something for sale? Or a service/business 

you want to promote? Free of charge? 
Yes? Then this section is for you! 

Send your short text advert to the 
editor at claudettedoe@yahoo.

co.uk by October 16th 2015 for 
inclusion in the November issue.
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Serves 8

You will need a lightly greased 24 cm 
(9 ½”) loose-bottomed cake tin

Oven: 180 °C , gas mark 4

For the cake
½ level teaspoon ground cinnamon
¼ level teaspoon ground cloves
250 g walnut pieces
125 g softened butter
110 g golden granulated sugar
4 large eggs, separated
3 tablespoons brandy
150 g self-raising flour
1 teaspoon baking powder
Salt

For the syrup
3 tablespoons wild thyme-flavoured or 
fragrant honey
2 tablespoons brandy
2 sticks cinnamon
2 tablespoons water

Cake
• Chop walnuts up quite finely.

• Cream butter and sugar together 
until fluffy.

• Add the egg yolks and mix 
thoroughly.

• Add the cinnamon 
and cloves and 
then the brandy.

• Mix in the nuts.

• Beat the egg whites in a clean bowl 
with a pinch of salt until they just 
hold a peak.

• Add a couple of tablespoons of egg 
white to the nut mixture to lighten 
the mix.

• Sift flour and baking powder 
together and fold in about a third.

• Repeat, alternating the egg white 
and the flour. 

• Spoon the mixture into the 
prepared cake tin and level the 
surface.

• Bake for about 40 minutes until 
risen and firm to the touch.

• Remove from the oven and leave 
the cake in the tin.

Syrup
• Meanwhile, warm the honey in a 

pan with the brandy, cinnamon 
sticks and 2 tablespoons of water.

• Bring slowly to simmering point 
then remove from heat.

• Whilst both cake and syrup are still 
hot, make holes in the top of the 
cake and pour over the syrup.

•  Leave to cool and 
then transfer cake to a 
serving plate and serve 
with Greek yoghourt.

Elizabeth  

Kenworthy-Browne

SPICED WALNUT SYRUP CAKE
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NEWS FROM OXFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL AND 
CHERWELL DISTRICT COUNCIL

FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR and DISTRICT COUNCILLOR for 
OTMOOR Tim Hallchurch

Since the elections, both Oxfordshire 

County Council (OCC) and Cherwell 

District Council (CDC) have been 

waiting for the new government to 

tell us what money we will be getting 

in the future, so no major decisions 

have been taken. OCC knows that 

further savings will have to be made 

and this will be even more difficult; 

this will inevitably mean a cut in 

main line services that up to now 

has been mainly avoided. CDC is 

continuing with negotiations into 

cooperation with Stratford-on-

Avon council, as well as continuing 

the already established sharing of 

personnel and facilities with South 

Northamptonshire council. OCC is 

starting to look at shared services with 

other counties, but the discussions are 

at an early stage and no decisions have 

been taken. 

Parliamentary election 
result – Henley constituency
Sue Cooper – Liberal Democrat – 

6,205

John Howell – Conservative – 

32,292

Chris Jones – UKIP – 6,007

Sam Juthani – Labour – 6,917

Mark Stevenson – Green – 3,815

Turnout – 70.3%

Oddington to Islip road closure 
during the school summer 
holidays
Work to upgrade Middle Street 

between Oddington and Islip will lead 

to the closure of the road between July 

22 and August 26. It will be closed 

between Islip and the first junction 

with Oddington. A diversion will be 

signposted via areas including Beckley, 

Horton-cum-Studley and Murcott. 

The road closure is to enable OCC 

to undertake work involving a total 

replacement of the bridge on the 

outskirts of Islip. The work will also 
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involve road edge reconstruction 

east of the bridge as far as the first 

road junction to Oddington in places 

where the road is exhibiting early 

signs of deterioration. Communities 

and residents directly affected by 

this forthcoming work are being 

informed. As the bridge demolition 

and reconstruction will occupy the 

full 5 week period there will be no 

possibility of any vehicle movements 

across the bridge; hence, the need to 

close the road. 

Vehicle access will be maintained from 

the Oddington end of the road closure 

to serve land and property on the 

Oddington side of the bridge. These 

vehicle movements will be guided 

past the edge strengthening work 

under caution due to the restricted 

road width available because of 

construction plant operating in these 

road works. However, the council 

is ensuring that access between 

Oddington and Islip is maintained for 

pedestrians and cyclists. The section 

of the route past the road works will 

be signed and guarded for reasons of 

safety. Following discussions with the 

landowner and tenant, the provision 

for pedestrians and cyclists will 

include a short section of surfaced 

footpath with a stream crossing, 

temporarily constructed on land to the 

north side of the bridge works. This 

temporary footpath will follow the 

hedge parallel to the road. 

Tim Hallchurch 

timothy.hallchurch@oxfordshire.gov.uk  

01865-377099

ANOTHER VILLAGE LIMERICK

A long retired runner from here

Whose training involved drinking beer

Found the great Otmoor Challenge

More than they could manage

But is now training hard for next year!
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COUNTRY COLUMN

How our weather patterns seem 
to change. This spring and early 
summer has been a real mixture, 
some pleasant warm days, spoilt 
by some exceedingly rough and 
windy conditions, which have 
created havoc in the garden. 
Plants needing plenty of support 
to keep them upright. 

Not only these problems, but 
it has been quite dry, and 
temperatures have been lower 
than normal meaning growth has 

been retarded. Temperatures I 
cannot control, but the sprinkler 
has been on the vegetable 
garden.

We had a lovely lot of 
cauliflowers and, after a few 
trips out for asparagus, we have 
moved on to spring cabbage, and 
new potatoes that we started 
off on May 14th in pots in the 
greenhouse and moved outside 
when it became a little warmer.

Photo by Richard Moore
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The grass seems to keep growing, 
and those fields that have 
been cut so far for silage have 
exceeded expectations, with 
some clamps full to overflowing. 
The prospects for hay are very 
good.

Although it has been very rough 
at times, arable crops look 
very promising. Rape has looked 
pretty good ever since it was 
planted, and has not had to 
contend with the usual hard 
frosts.

 Winter cereals also look very 
good, except where you can 
see the dark tinge of blackgrass 
showing over the top of wheat. 
This is a big problem for farmers 
as there is resistance to some of 
the chemical controls. This plant 
produces millions of seeds that 
can last for many years in the 
ground.

Another option is the return 
of spring-sown crops, such as 
spring barley, which is planted 
later, and the new seed bed can 

be sprayed with Roundup, which 
kills any weed growth that has 
occurred giving the new crop a 
good start. I am sure many of 
you will have used Roundup in 
your gardens to kill perennial 
weeds such as bindweed, and it is 
a very safe chemical to use.

Farming’s biggest problem at the 
moment is the prices farmers are 
getting for their produce, with 
prices only being what they were 
back in 2000, but with inputs 
being considerably more.

Our feathered friends seem 
to have had a good breeding 
season, with a lot of new 
blackbirds feeding on the lawn, 
and the nest boxes full of robins 
and tits. Judging by the number 
of red kites flying about they 
too are in for a good breeding 
season

Let’s hope it soon becomes a 
little warmer

Richard Hawes
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AGE UK OXFORDSHIRE

Avoiding scams
Age UK have produced a small 
booklet on how to avoid scams from 
a variety of sources, including Royal 
Mail, telephone call and emails. I have 
several copies to give away.

Dying matters – so let’s talk 
about it
This year, Age UK is inviting 
everyone to ‘Talk, Plan, Live’. Age 
UK Oxfordshire and other local 
organisations offer end of life support 
and services. To find out more, visit 
the website: www.ageuk.org.uk/
Oxfordshire

Four Rivers home support and 
companionship
This organisation provides reasonably 
priced, quality support and practical 
help (such as vacuuming floors, 
cooking meals, clearing gardens 
etc.) to people across Oxfordshire to 
enable them to live independently. 
Four Rivers have begun to work with 
a partner organisation – Aspire – who 
will deal with bigger handyperson 

jobs. For more information contact 
0333 577 1044

Health and social care panel
This panel of people endeavour 
to ensure that the voices of older 
people are heard by policymakers, 
and that those voices influence the 
way in which services are planned, 
delivered and improved. The panel 
is looking for people aged over 50 
to join them in this work. For more 
information please contact Kerry 
Bateman on 01235-849410 or email 
kerrybateman@ageukoxfordshire.org.
uk

Dew Drop Inn lunch club
Join this lunch club in Summertown, 
which meets every Tuesday at 12pm 
at the Dew Drop Inn. Food is ordered 
from the menu on the day and costs 
about £5. The club is a small, friendly 
group of people who love to welcome 
new members. To find out more please 
call Ella Thomas on 07827-235407.

Ann Stearns – Parish Link for Age UK 

Oxfordshire

Horton-cum-Studley Village Newsletter is published three times a year by the Parish Council.
Would all regular contributors please submit copy on disk or e-mail.

Next issue deadline is 16 October 2015. 
Send your views, letters, photos to Claudette Doe at claudettedoe@yahoo.co.uk

Views expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily those of the Parish Council.
Design by Jenna Zan @ Zed • Print/Produced by Parchment

Published by H-c-S Parish Council 2015.  
For enquiries regarding delivery, please contact Richard and Rachel Hawes on 01865 351540.
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Otmoor Riding Group

As part of our 10th birthday year celebrations the group has donated £200 to 
the Oxfordshire County Council rights of way team to help with improvements 
to bridleways around Otmoor. On 4 July we will be having a birthday BBQ; and 
on 8th July we are having an evening supper and talk, where we are very lucky to 
have Jon Beale from the council’s rights of way department as our invited access 
expert. Charlton-on-Otmoor horse show is being held on Sunday 2nd August.

Otmoor Riding Group (358363)

Photo by  
Georgina Lewis



Studley Stragglers dreaming!

The 36th Otmoor Challenge


