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Windmill Windows  Est 1999 

Address: 

Unit 1, 

68 Worminghall Rd 

Oakley, Bucks 

HP18 9QY 

www.windmillwindows.com / Tel: 01844 237070 

Products: 

*Windows 

*Doors 

*Bi-Folds & Patio Sliders 

*Conservatories 

*Fascia / Soffit & Guttering 

*Glazing 

“Windmill Windows is a local family run business established in 
1999, supplying and installing a large range of products in all 
materials, including uPVC, Composite, Timber and Aluminium. 

Please feel free to pop in to see us, call us or visit our website  for 
any information you are after. All our quotes are free of charge 
and obligation free.” 

Photo by Kate MacFarlane
1st
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Horton-cum-Studley 
Photographic Competition

2015 Best Senior Photographer –  
Kate MacFarlane

The end of 2015 proved to be a wonderful and long autumn, with 
excellent colour displays and I was hoping that the contestants in 
our competition would take full advantage of this. I am delighted 
to say that they have done so. The first prize winner has found a 
wonderful field boundary full of seasonal colour and has also 
chosen to photograph it on a slightly misty day with a strong sun 
breaking through, all adding to the atmosphere of the time of year.

2015 Best Junior Photographer –  
Francesca Buttery

This is a photograph on a lovely summer day that is full of 
action of many different sorts. It looks a very natural photograph 
with everyone quite unaware of the photographer. The quality is 
very good.

Photos by Ella Mermet-Burnet (junior section), and Dan Salmon, Kate 
MacFarlane and Laura Mermet-Burnet (senior section) were all highly 
commended by the judges. [See the back cover]

Nick Meyjes

[Kate MacFarlane wins a £15 M&S token and Francesca Buttery wins a £10 
Toys R Us token; these prizes are kindly sponsored by the Parish Council.]

1st

1st
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PARISH COUNCIL REPORT
One of the main actions resulting 
from the Village Plan was to address 
the problem of traffic speeding 
through the village. On Wednesday 
February 24th, six volunteers 
are meeting with PCSO Jayne 
McLauchlan to receive training on 
how to use the Speed Indication 
Device. If anyone else is interested 
to join our group please contact 
Barbara Jewell (tel. 351315).

As you will probably know already, 
Oxfordshire County Council are 
proposing to cut all subsidies from 
the country bus services. The Parish 
Council sent a letter of objection 
to the 63 County Councillors and 
received 16 replies. Barbara Jewell 
and Jill Meyjes, our transport 
representative, have attended two 
meetings with the Heyfordian Bus 
Company, which provides our 
village bus service. The first meeting 
seemed quite optimistic, but sadly 
the second one was not so good. 
There will be an early morning bus 
at 07.10am, which will terminate 
in Headington, and a return service 
from Oxford City centre at 16.15 
arriving in Horton-cum-Studley at 
16.55; these buses will only run on 
school days. In addition, there will 
be a regular bus on Wednesdays 

leaving the village at 9.55am and 
arriving in Oxford City at 10.59, 
with a return bus leaving the city 
centre at 13.00 arriving in the village 
at 14.00. We are hoping to have 
another meeting with Heyfordian 
to obtain an improved service, but 
we are not very optimistic. The new 
timetable will come into effect in 
June. The Parish Council would very 
much like to thank Jill Meyjes for 
the sterling effort she has put into 
fighting the cause for the village bus 
and for attending all the meetings.

The Parish Council has not raised 
the precept for the coming year and 
so it will remain at £6000 as it has 
been for the last 15 years. However, 
because of cutbacks from the 
County Council and the termination 
of various grants, it will have 
consider raising the precept in future 
years.

We would like to celebrate the 
Queen’s 90th birthday with a 
village function on the afternoon of 
June 12th 2016. All presidents and 
chairpersons of the various village 
organisations will be invited to a 
meeting to organise a tea party on 
that date along with activities for 
children.
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Postscript for the Bus Situation

Oxfordshire County Council have now voted for their budget, which 
means the withdrawal of the Rural Bus Subsidy.

Details of the timetable that Heyfordian propose to offer have been 
outlined in the Parish Council report. There is an addition, however, the bus 
from Oxford returning at 16.15 (Monday to Friday) will now run during 
school holidays as well as in term time.

A further meeting has taken place with Heyfordian, who are doing their 
utmost to see whether they can increase their offer to us. If they are able, 
the timetable may change again and would start immediately following the 
end of our current contract in June this year.

The timetable would be reviewed at 3 monthly intervals. Their operations 
manager said to us, what they are looking for are “BUMS ON SEATS!”, so 
I would urge everyone to use our bus as much as possible, however little, to 
keep our usage up and increase it if possible.

There is no truer saying –

USE IT OR LOSE IT!

Jill Meyjes 

Parish Transport Representative

Finally, we are keen to encourage 
all villagers to spare a little time 
to volunteer to help run the 
organisations and activities in the 
village. It would be so good to 

have some younger people joining 
committees and bringing in fresh 
ideas to increase the community 
spirit.

Barbara Jewell (351315)
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HORTON-CUM-STUDLEY W.I.
In January, we welcomed Ms Liz 
Wooley, a freelance local history 
researcher, to speak at our meeting. Liz 
has lived in Oxford for over 25 years 
and has a particular interest in the city, 
and the lives of the ordinary citizens in 
the 19th and early 20th centuries. With 
the expansion of the city new industries 
developed, and the demand for goods 
and services increased, resulting in 
buildings emerging to meet the need. 
Today many of the buildings remain, 
their use has altered but they remind 
us of a time when Oxford underwent 
a period of economic change. Our 
speaker’s talk focused on three 
important aspects relating to the time 
of the city’s expansion: beer, sausages 
and marmalade. We were taken on 
a PowerPoint presentation through 
Oxford identifying the buildings where 
many of the products were made, 
Halls and Morrells Brewery, and even 
a brewery at the Radcliffe Infirmary 
providing beer for the patients and 
their poultices. There were 319 licensed 
premises at a time when the population 
was 42,000. Oxford sausages were 
in great demand. There was a cattle 
market in Gloucester Green, corn 
dealers in Cornmarket Street, and 
Francis Cooper producing his famous 
marmalade for his restaurant and 
eventually for sale around the world. 
At the end of this stimulating talk 
members expressed an interest in taking 
a conducted walk with Ms Wooley 
around Oxford. It is hoped this will be 
held in the summer.

In February, our focus remained in 
Oxfordshire. Mrs Valerie Burton 
came from Witney to share her 
memories of Witney blankets. As 
a young woman, Mrs Burton had 
worked in the offices of one of the 
blanket companies and had observed 
the many processes undertaken to 
produce a finished blanket. We were 
reminded that blanket making had 
been established as a cottage industry 
in Witney since medieval times. She 
explained the processes from spinning 
the thread, the weaving and finally 
finishing the blanket. With the coming 
of the industrial revolution, the cottage 
industry came to an end and many 
factories were established in Witney. 
The blanket industry prospered 
throughout the 18th and 19th centuries, 
with blankets being exported to many 
parts of the world. The introduction 
of new yarns instead of wool, and the 
popularity of duvets in the 1960s, 
caused the local businesses to be 
closed or taken over by international 
companies.

In March, the W.I. will be holding 
its Annual General Meeting. A new 
committee will be appointed and the 
new programme for the coming year 
presented. New members are always 
welcome, we meet on the second 
Tuesday in the month at 7.45pm in the 
Millennium Hall.

For more information please telephone 
me on 358805.

Beryl Fleming (President) 
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Don’t Forget – Ragwort Needs to be  
Treated in the Spring!

Poisonous ragwort plants 
(classed as an injurious 
weed by DEFRA) on 
your property will start 
to grow very soon. They 
need to be sprayed in 
April/May, whilst the 
plants are still small 
and close to the ground, 
for the treatment to 
be effective. Consult 
a trained and licensed 
contractor for advice 
(some of the local 
farmers might be able to 
help or call a national 
company such as 
Complete Weed Control 
– 01295-760542). 

Save the Date!
The Parish Council is planning to organise a village event 
to celebrate the Queen’s Birthday on 12 June. It invites all 
village club chairpersons, and any parishioners who would 

like to get involved, to discuss plans at the next Parish 
Council meeting, on Thursday 10 March 2016.
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HORTON-CUM-STUDLEY TENNIS CLUB 

Another tennis season starts on April 1st 2016. Membership fees are the same as 

last year, so please support the club and join. It’s a great way to meet new friends.

COACHING is being organised again, this is always very popular throughout the 

year, with an experienced coach with a DBS check. 

CLUB EVENINGS on a Wednesday.

BBQs and plenty more family events arranged throughout the season.

On behalf of the tennis committee, we all look forward to seeing you on the 

courts!!!

Best Wishes, 

Sara Mander (Chairperson)  

07850-231293

Horton-cum-Studley Playgroup Christmas Party

The Horton-cum-Studley Playgroup continues to go from strength to strength 
under the dedicated care of Angela Lee (cake chef extraordinaire!). The playgroup 
Christmas party held in December was far and away the best one to date thanks 
to Liz Buttery, Laura Mermet-Burnet and Angela, prompting speculation that 

they may have missed their 
calling as professional party 
planners! The event was 
made all the more magical 
when Santa interrupted his 
busy Christmas schedule to 
stop by at the Millennium 
Hall to give the first gifts of 
Christmas to the boys and 
girls. 

Photo by Liz Buttery
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Andy Galway Interval Training

The Interval Training group meets at 
the Millennium Hall playing fields every 

Weds/Thurs/Friday at 9.30am.

We’ve been going for almost a year now 
and have had some great results. All feel 

more energized and fitter. Some have done 
their first half marathon, others improved 

their times in half and full marathons. 
Participants have learnt that anyone can 
run and it’s the easiest way to improve 
your fitness, whether you want to lose 

some weight, get more active or achieve a 
goal. 

Everyone runs at their own pace from a different part of the playing field, so 
always only against themselves. We run short intervals with 1 minute recoveries.

The amazing thing about Interval Training is its ability to keep you burning fat 
even after you finish your session. Your body isn’t able to bring in enough oxygen 

during periods of hard work, so you accumulate a debt of oxygen that must be 
repaid post-workout in order to get back to normal. The result: your metabolism 

is revved for hours.

We’re a really friendly 
group, we’d love to see some 

new faces.

Andy Galway  
(07921-120778)
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Logs for Labour is on again!
Would you like free firewood, or do you have a woodland that needs 

managing? The Trust for Oxfordshire’s Environment’s “Logs for Labour” 
programme aims to promote sustainable use of firewood by running events 
where volunteers help to manage woodlands in return for logs. The events 

run most weekends in the winter, are about 3 hours long, and could involve 
coppicing hazel, thinning trees or piling up brash. All you need are sturdy 

gloves, shoes and a saw (only hand tools are allowed for insurance reasons) 
..… or let us know if your woodland needs the help of volunteers. Information 
about forthcoming events is at www.oxonwoodfuel.org.uk/logs-for-labour or 

‘like’ www.facebook.com/oxonwood. 

Riki Therivel (01865-243488)

Home FOOT CARE 

experience the relief and comfort from 
gentle foot care, in the relaxed environment of your 

own home 
Nail cutting and reduction 

Removal of corns and callus 
Fungal nail treatment 
Cracked, dry heels 

Foot massage 

Angie Ward SAC DIP, FHPT, FHPP 

07796 881157 
angiefootcare@gmail.com 

 
Fully Registered and Insured. 

 

You're in safe hands 
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The New Photo Competition for 2016 
............ the Horton-cum-Studley 

Calendar Competition

This year we are inviting residents of Horton-cum-Studley to submit their entries 
for a new photography competition. We are looking for images taken around 
Horton-cum-Studley and Otmoor depicting quintessential scenes of village life, 
people and animals, and classic village locations, suitable for use in a calendar. We 
would like to see photos taken in all four seasons, so please do start taking photos 
now! We are hoping to create our very own village calendar using some of the 
images, so we are looking for up to 12 winners (junior or senior).

Entries are limited to a maximum of 5 photos per person. Images you have taken 
previously are acceptable as long as they haven’t been submitted to the previous 
photo competitions. Details of prizes and the closing date (probably in October) 
will be given in the next issue of the Newsletter.

Please send your entries to: hortoncumstudleyparishcouncil@gmail.com 

If you are unable to submit digital images you may send in high quality print 
copies instead.

Enquiries to Alexia Lewis [351025]

Many thanks to all those who supported the coffee morning at  
Grove House in December.

£456 was raised for Sobell House.

Pauline Cox
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HORTON-CUM-STUDLEY GARDENING CLUB 

We are now halfway through our 
winter programme, and held our 
AGM, and a quiz with mulled wine, 
which was enjoyed by all, the winners 
receiving a box of chocolates. Our 
officers remain the same for the 
following year, with the exception of 
Jane Walker who is co-opted, and will 
fill the secretary’s position for another 
year. I would like to thank Jane for all 
of the hard work she has put in. We 
do have a vacancy on the committee, 
and if anyone feels they are interested 
please contact me. 

We are now on the village website 
(http://horton-cum-studley.org.uk/), 
where you can find up-to-date 
information. When you read this we 
will have two more indoor meetings.

On 15th March, Ben Jones from 
Harcourt Arboretum will talk about 
the history and types of trees.

On 19th April, Alison Foster will talk 
about “smells, tastes, and colours”. 

The coach outing this year is on 
Thursday 26th May, when we visit 
Cambridge Botanic Gardens.

Once again we will be at the Otmoor 
Challenge, on June 4th, and offers 
of plants and help would be most 
welcome.

Richard Hawes (351540).

ANOTHER VILLAGE LIMERICK
At Christmas as cattle were lowing

We signed forms to keep our bus going

For without one one eight

Trips to Oxford ain’t great

And please stop rain or else we’ll be rowing
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AGE UK OXFORDSHIRE

One Digital Project
Age UK Oxfordshire is working with 
Digital Unite on a new outreach 
project called ‘One Digital’ to support 
people in later life to benefit from 
today’s technology. If you want to 
learn how to make the best use of this 
technology to increase your quality 
of life, please get in touch. For more 
information call Sara Fitzgerald at Age 
UK Oxfordshire on 01295-278040.

Pen Friends
Would you take pleasure in receiving a 
regular letter through the door? Would 
you like the excuse to write to someone 
else who is interested in hearing your 
news? In the digital world in which we 
live, the gift of a handwritten letter or 
card can be precious and very much 
appreciated by many. Handwriting is 
also known to be relaxing and written 
relationships can be just as central to a 
person’s life as their face to face ones. 
Pen Friends offers a befriending service 
to older people through the written 
word, exchanging regular letters and 
correspondence. For more information 
contact Kerry Bateman on 01235-
849410 or Ruth Swift on 07827-
235404.

Dementia Oxfordshire
This is a new service for people of all 
ages who have been diagnosed with 

dementia, their families and carers. 
The new Dementia Helpline is 01865-
410210.

Home Support Options
This is a new name for Four Rivers 
and Solemates, who have combined 
and can now be reached by calling 
0333-5771044. If you have any 
queries do give them a ring. Home 
support service £16.00 per hour. 
Nail cutting from £15.00 per 
session. Handyman, gardening and 
professional trade services – prices on 
quotation (may include VAT).

Tea & Teach IT Help Sessions
Held in Bicester on the third 
Wednesday of each month from 
10am to 11am at Barclays Bank, 36 
Market Square, OX26 6AQ. Drop in 
to learn a bit more about your smart 
phone, tablet or laptop, and ask any 
questions in a friendly atmosphere. 
Free entry.

One to one computer classes also 
continue in Banbury, Bicester and 
Kidlington. Contact Kasia for details 
for One Digital sessions and classes on 
01295-278040.

Ann Stearns –  

Parish Link for Age UK Oxfordshire
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Millennium Hall Committee Needs You!
Dear Villagers

The Millennium Hall Committee is a group of volunteers from the village who 
have been responsible for the management of the hall. We are writing to you to 
invite you to the Annual General Meeting on the 3rd March 2016. The meeting 
will be from 20:00 to 21:00 hours.

At the Annual General Meeting we will be presenting the accounts of the hall and 
some of our plans to increase the usage of this wonderful asset in the village.

We are also looking to elect some new members to the committee, as Rachel 
Hawes and Ruth David will be standing down as committee members after the 
meeting. Rachel and Ruth have been volunteers supporting the running of the hall 
since it was built, both making a significant contribution to ensure it has been well 
maintained and enjoyed by all – thank you both!

If you would be prepared to join the committee please can you email Liz Pugh, 
Secretary (emjpugh@btinternet.com), with an expression of interest? It would be 
helpful if you could let us know, in a brief paragraph, why you want to join the 
committee and what skills you bring to the committee by the 10th April. We are 
looking to elect new members at our meeting on the 5th May 2016.

We are really keen to increase the number of volunteers giving their time for free 
to support the management of the hall, we are therefore inviting villagers to come 
forward to help in any way that they can. To help those who aren’t sure what they 
can do we are looking for people who could offer the following: 

• Represent their group who use the hall on the committee (1 person per group, 
7 meetings per year) 

• Run a social sub-committee, supported by 4–5 volunteers
• Someone who is happy to assist in developing the website for the hall
• General maintenance
• Marketing 
• Bookings secretary – to work alongside our current secretary with the aim of 

taking responsibility for bookings at the end of the year. 

If you are interested in becoming a volunteer please let us know what time and 
skills you have to offer – we would be pleased to hear from you!

Best wishes, 
Millennium Hall Committee
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THE 37th ANNUAL OTMOOR CHALLENGE

Millennium Hall Playing Field

Saturday 4th June 2016

Your village needs YOU!

Run the half-marathon around Otmoor on roads and trails 
Mass start at 2pm 

Have you always wanted to try running 13 miles?

This is your opportunity! Do it this year. Train and run with a friend.  
Get your friends and family to sponsor you.

Walk with the family around the 5 mile walk,  
or go the whole half-marathon route. 

 Walkers can start from 9am

Details at www.otmoorchallenge.co.uk

The Horton-cum-Studley village fete starts at 12 noon.  
Games, stalls, teas, BBQ and the bar.  

 Come with your family and meet your friends and enjoy the  
biggest event in the village calendar.

Can you offer to help? On the day or during the set-up and clearing-up?

Contact Liz Campbell (351599) to help with the fete

Colin Jenkins (Run/Course) – 351543

Jill Meyjes (Run Registration) – 351496

Chris Squire (Walk) – 358573

Basil Lyster – 351373

Andrew Pennington (Chairman) – 358800
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NEWS FROM ST BARNABAS CHURCH 

Events
Friends Reception 
At the annual gathering of The 
Friends of St Barnabas on Sunday 
1st November in the church, the 
celebrated actor, playwright and 
screenwriter Michael Bawtree regaled 
us with hilarious and poignant 
anecdotes from his newly published 
autobiography of his early life at 
Studley Priory during the 1950s, when 
his parents had run the Priory as a 
hotel, leaving in 1961. Unbeknown to 
Michael, and much to the amusement 
of the audience, relatives of some of 
the characters featured in his stories 
were sat on the church pews so, after 
50 years, missing jigsaw pieces had 
been rediscovered and fitted into a 
greater picture. Raucous laughter 
punctuated with pin dropping silence 
seemed to be the theme of the night. 
Michael could easily have read the 
whole book so riveted were we. For 
many of us it was profoundly moving. 
We were left with a sense that even as 
late as the 1950s the village still had 
vestiges of the feudal about it; the 
remnants of the old-world order. We 
were also left with a deep admiration 
for Michael’s parents who, seemingly 
against all odds, ran a rambling old 
hotel with such verve that it attracted 
luminaries such as Sir Adrian Boult, 
Iris Murdoch and C.S. Lewis to 

venture out from London and Oxford 
on a regular basis. We sincerely hope 
that Michael, having reacquainted 
himself with the village, will return to 
speak again. Michael’s book ‘As Far as 
I Remember’ can be acquired through 
Amazon (ISBN: 9781861513731). 
We were grateful to him for donating 
to The Friends funds some of the 
proceeds of selling signed copies of his 
book after his talk.

Christmas Services
The Nativity from Scratch. This 
is a fun way of getting involved 
in Christmas and on Sunday 13th 
December there was an opportunity 
for young and old to take part in our 
nativity play without any rehearsal, 
lines to learn or embarrassing 
problems if anything unexpected 
happened because, in some ways, 
no one knew exactly what to expect, 
though Nicholas Orme who led it had 
planned it well. There were people in 
various costumes or disguises: Marys, 
Josephs, angels, inn-keeper, shepherds 
and even a big donkey! Everyone 
seemed to enjoy it as the Christmas 
story was retold in carols and readings 
from the Bible.

Carol Service. On the Sunday 
afternoon before Christmas, around 
50 people came to the church, which 
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looked welcoming with candles, 
greenery and satsumas all around, 
and lights decorating the beautiful 
tree given by Chris and Liz Pugh. 
As everyone joined in a traditional 
service of carols and readings, led by 
our curate, David Bendor-Samuel, the 
singing seemed to fill the church as we 
heard again the story of the Saviour’s 
birth. Everyone was offered mulled 
wine and mince pies afterwards, 
as well as some delicious sweets 
handmade by Pete Whitaker. Our 
thanks to Derek Jewell, the Whitaker 
family and all who helped decorate 
and provide refreshments.

Crib Service. On Christmas Eve, 
over 100 people, adults and children, 
packed the church for this service, 
remaining seated throughout so that 
all could see what was happening 
as the Christmas Story was re-told 
through readings from the Bible. 

After each reading, a verse of a 
relevant carol was sung and one of 
the children present brought forward 
a figure representing a character who 
had been mentioned to place it in the 
stable scene, which was surrounded 
by straw bales. The whole tableau was 
gradually recreated at the front of the 
church with cows, donkeys, shepherds, 
wise men and, of course, Mary, Joseph 
and baby Jesus. Thanks to Lynn 
Whitaker and Nicholas Mynheer who 
led and organised it. 

Christmas Communion. Many 
visitors joined regular members of 
the congregation on Christmas Day 
to form a large congregation for 
a traditional communion service 
to celebrate Christmas. We trust 
that your Christmas too was an 
opportunity to give thanks, to share 
in festivities, to enjoy the company 
of friends and family and, in some 

measure, to remember 
with thanks what 
had been shared with 
others in previous 
Christmases.

Easter Services
On Good Friday there 
will be an hour of 
meditation before The 
Cross from 2–3pm 
led by our curate, 
Rev David Bendor-
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Samuel, and on Easter Sunday we 
will celebrate Christ’s resurrection 
in a communion service at 11am led 
by our vicar, Rev Andrew Pritchard-
Keens.

The Annual Parochial Church 
Meeting 
It will be on April 27th in the 
Millennium Village Hall at 7.30pm for 
8.00. Refreshments will be available at 
the start. If you wish to be able to vote 
at that meeting you need to be on the 
church electoral roll. To qualify for the 
roll you must live in the parish or be 
a regular worshipper at St Barnabas. 
If your name is not currently on the 
roll, and you would like it to be and 

you qualify, then contact David Turner 
(351460) for an application form. 
Forms must be returned by Sunday 
27th April.

Contact
The vicar, the Rev Andrew Pritchard-
Keens (07944-522098), and the 
churchwardens, Lynn Whitaker 
(358838) and Andrew Payne 
(351018), would be pleased to talk 
to anyone who wants to know more 
about the church, or who would 
appreciate support from church 
members.

David Turner (351460)  

(dart.prioryend@btinternet.com)

Social Night at the Golf Club for Villagers

The Golf Club is restarting its social night for villagers. This will take place on 

the last Friday of the month from about 7.00 pm. There will be a simple menu 

that Tom (the bar manager) will email to people the week before with the 

choices, which normally change each month.

For those of you who haven’t yet been and are interested, it would be 

advisable to call by at the club to see Tom and give him your email address. 

Prior to these evenings a notice will be put up at the bottom of the hill as 

a reminder to everyone. It is a very informal and friendly event, and if you 

are new to the village a good way to meet villagers other than your direct 

neighbours. 

For more information contact Ruth David on 351444.
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Crossword1 2 3 4 5 6

7

8

9

10 11

12 13

14 15

16 17

18 19

20

21

22

Unnamed
Across

Hire BR travel initially in 
revival (7)

1

Round organ in twist of 
fiction (6)

7

Disgraceful goings on when 
lads return round vessel (7)

8

Dermot has hidden closet 
invader (4)

9

American one on tv may be 
on a pedestal (4)

10

Cole Porter dance? (7)12
Or is Des mixed up in spy 
file? (7)

14

Diplomacy within recent act 
(4)

16

Laid back face (4)18
Obtain a Greek character 
before end of day (7)

20

Colourful type of potato or 
Apple (6)

21

Greet her, say, with a healthy 
regime (7)

22

Down
Withdraw skin around half an 
old Portuguese coin (7)

1

"Well played!" Juliet (5)2
Ill mannered awakening 
perhaps (4)

3

Butch Cassidy's arm cradle 
(7)

4

Gymnast's finale (8)5
Much travelled, like a used 
drum (6)

6

Sluggish with no to do plan 
(8)

11

Not good enough for 
Downstairs (7)

12

13

15

17

Exert me about radical 
measures (7)
Too many debt receipts are 
loathsome (6)
Stop French losing rocks on 
rugged mountain feature (5)
Tough guy will give you 
cuppa, say, before embrace 
(4)
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(4)

16

Laid back face (4)18
Obtain a Greek character 
before end of day (7)

20

Colourful type of potato or 
Apple (6)

21

Greet her, say, with a healthy 
regime (7)

22

Down
Withdraw skin around half an 
old Portuguese coin (7)

1

"Well played!" Juliet (5)2
Ill mannered awakening 
perhaps (4)

3

Butch Cassidy's arm cradle 
(7)

4

Gymnast's finale (8)5
Much travelled, like a used 
drum (6)

6

Sluggish with no to do plan 
(8)

11

Not good enough for 
Downstairs (7)

12

13

15

17

Exert me about radical 
measures (7)
Too many debt receipts are 
loathsome (6)
Stop French losing rocks on 
rugged mountain feature (5)
Tough guy will give you 
cuppa, say, before embrace 
(4)
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Unnamed
Across

Hire BR travel initially in 
revival (7)

1

Round organ in twist of 
fiction (6)

7

Disgraceful goings on when 
lads return round vessel (7)

8

Dermot has hidden closet 
invader (4)

9

American one on tv may be 
on a pedestal (4)

10

Cole Porter dance? (7)12
Or is Des mixed up in spy 
file? (7)

14

Diplomacy within recent act 
(4)

16

Laid back face (4)18
Obtain a Greek character 
before end of day (7)

20

Colourful type of potato or 
Apple (6)

21

Greet her, say, with a healthy 
regime (7)

22

Down
Withdraw skin around half an 
old Portuguese coin (7)

1

"Well played!" Juliet (5)2
Ill mannered awakening 
perhaps (4)

3

Butch Cassidy's arm cradle 
(7)

4

Gymnast's finale (8)5
Much travelled, like a used 
drum (6)

6

Sluggish with no to do plan 
(8)

11

Not good enough for 
Downstairs (7)

12

13

15

17

Exert me about radical 
measures (7)
Too many debt receipts are 
loathsome (6)
Stop French losing rocks on 
rugged mountain feature (5)
Tough guy will give you 
cuppa, say, before embrace 
(4)
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Entries to Pauline 
Cox at Grove 

House, Horton Hill, 
by 31st March 
2016. The first 
correct entry 

drawn will receive 
a bottle of wine.

The winner of the 
last crossword 

was Leigh Wilson.
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HOME PHYSIOTHERAPY SERVICE

Physiotherapy in your own home with an experienced local physiotherapist.  
Established 20 years. Conditions treated – neurological problems, falls and balance,  

and post-surgery recovery. 

Contact Judy Delafield on 07768-877568.  
Email/website: judy@home-physio.co.uk/www.home-physio.co.uk

Village Classifieds

PILATES FOR MEN

Every Tuesday 7.30pm – 8.30pm
Grove House, Horton Hill

Spaces limited – booking essential
For more information or to reserve a place, ring Pauline: 01865 351367 or 07710 588367

USE OF A PADDOCK

If anyone would like to put a pony in a paddock at Studley Brick Kiln, please get in touch with  
Mrs E. M. Honour on 358842.

FOUND 

I have a Dunlop basket(?) ball and a Titanium badminton racket that have been left at the Millennium 
Village Hall. They are both in very good condition. Would the owners please like to claim them?  

Rachel Hawes 351540

WANTED – Bunk beds in good condition.

Please phone 01865-351371

HORTON-CUM-STUDLEY PLAYGROUP

Mondays 10 – 11.30am at the Millennium Village Hall, Horton-cum-Studley, £1 per family  
Contact Angela Lee – Angelalee2@icloud.com

Live in Horton-cum-Studley? Have 
something for sale? Or a service/business 

you want to promote? Free of charge? 
Yes? Then this section is for you! 

Send your short text advert to 
the editor at claudettedoe@

yahoo.co.uk by 17 June 2016 for 
inclusion in the July issue.
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Serves 4

1 kg uncooked king prawns

30g butter

1 medium onion chopped

2 cloves garlic crushed

410g can chopped tomatoes

½ teaspoon sugar

½ cup dry white wine

1 tablespoon tomato paste

1 vegetable stock cube crumbled

1 teaspoon chopped fresh oregano

125g chopped feta cheese

2 tablespoons chopped fresh parsley

Freshly ground pepper and salt (if desired)

Method
• Shell prawns leaving tails intact, remove veins.

• Cook onion and garlic together in the butter until soft.

• Add undrained tin tomatoes, wine, sugar, tomato paste and stock cube.

• Season, bring to the boil and simmer for 10 minutes.

• Add prawns, cook for about 8 minutes until prawns are cooked.

• Remove from heat, add oregano, cheese and parsley, and serve with rice.

Elizabeth Kenworthy-Browne

PRAWNS WITH FETA CHEESE

Mobile library

The Mobile Library service will stop at The Forge ONLY from 
14:30 to 14:50, on the following Thursdays:

March: 10, 24 April: 7, 21  May: 5, 19

June: 2, 16, 30 July: 14, 28
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NEWS FROM OXFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL AND 
CHERWELL DISTRICT COUNCIL

FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR and DISTRICT COUNCILLOR for OTMOOR 
Tim Hallchurch

OXFORDSHIRE COUNTY  
COUNCIL
The spotlight has been on the 2016–17 
budgets and much misinformation 
has been published in the press that 
has made the councillor’s life even 
more difficult. However, we have had 
to analyse every budget and see what 
savings can be made.

Children’s Centres
The need for children’s centres was put 
out for consultation with the aim of 
finding a better and more cost-effective 
way of providing the functions by 
combining with other local authority 
centres and finding the best way 
of deploying assets. Most Otmoor 
villagers have never used a children’s 
centre. I have one centre in my division 
that is underused and the parish council 
involved have said that it should be 
closed and the rooms put to better use. 

The new proposals are as follows. A 
brand new £12 million service for 0–19 
year olds and their families to provide a 
safe, effective and co-ordinated system 
that targets resources on protecting the 
most vulnerable families and works 
hand in hand with schools and the 

NHS. Oxfordshire County Council 
(OCC) proposes to create a service 
centred on eight new Children and 
Family Centres at Banbury, Bicester, 
Witney, Abingdon, Didcot and three 
locations in Oxford (Barton, Rose Hill 
and Blackbird Leys) with significant 
outreach to all parts of the county, 
targeted group sessions and some open 
access sessions. Eleven of the current 
children’s centres would continue 
to offer child care and the council 
proposes to support the delivery of the 
child care aspect of their service until 
April 2017 with a view to helping them 
be financially self-sufficient from this 
time. 

Bus Subsidies 
The necessity to reduce bus subsidies 
has caused much concern in rural 
areas. The Cabinet Member for 
Transport has been looking at alternate 
ways of providing rural bus services. 
Feedback from a range of sources over 
recent months has indicated that the 
planned withdrawal of Dial-a-Ride 
and subsidised bus services will leave 
certain groups of people in Oxfordshire 
without the means to undertake key 
local journeys. Journeys that keep them 
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connected to friends, family, shops and 
local services. However, Dial-a-Ride has 
restrictions on who can use the service 
and what the purpose of the journey 
can be, and subsidised bus routes are 
obviously restricted to set routes and 
timetables where passengers must be 
able to get to specific pick up points 
to use the service. There appears to be 
demand for a new style service that can 
offer a flexible and affordable service to 
a wider range of customers.

OCC’s in-house Fleet Services (part 
of the Transport Hub) have staff and 
vehicles that are underutilised weekdays 
from approximately 9:30/10:00am 
until 2:00/2:30pm. We are proposing 
to establish a new service, the ‘Flower 
Bus’ (a working title), to operate across 
Oxfordshire during these periods of 
the day. The service would be funded 
by users on a not-for-profit basis 
under our current Section 19 operator 
permit. Similar to the “Zip Car” model 
(where customers register with a local 
car hire scheme, and then book and 
pay for vehicles for blocks of time) 
it is envisaged that the majority of 
Flower Bus customers would register 
with us for a fee, entitling them to a 
number of miles travel, and then pay 
on an ongoing basis for any additional 
miles they use. Where appropriate, 
we would seek to combine individual 
journey requests to reduce the costs for 
passengers; the more people that want 

to travel at the same time the cheaper 
the journey for everyone. 

In addition to this we would seek 
to offer a completely flexible service 
where anyone can request us to 
provide transport (individuals of all 
ages, groups, schools, Parish Councils, 
etc.), users can pay in a variety of 
ways (by registering, one-off charge, 
by monthly/annual contract), and we 
can run both one-off journeys and 
regular scheduled routes. Depending on 
demand levels, the service could also be 
extended, in due course, to run between 
3:30/4:00pm and 7:00/7:30pm. I will 
give further details when final decisions 
have been made. 

CHERWELL DISTRIC COUNCIL
I will be standing for Otmoor Ward in 
May, probably for the last time. The 
ward will have new boundaries and 
will be called Otmoor and Launton, 
and will have three District Councillors. 
David Hughes and Simon Holland will 
also be standing again for the ward. 
Note that it does not include Launton 
Village, which is a part of my County 
Council Division. 

Tim Hallchurch

timothy.hallchurch@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

01865 – 377099

Web site: www.otmoor.co.uk
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Healthwatch Oxfordshire is your voice on health and social care 

Whether it is improving services today, or helping to shape them for tomorrow, 
Healthwatch Oxfordshire is all about enabling local voices to influence the delivery and 
design of local health and social care in our county. Not just for the people who use them 
now, but for anyone who might need to in future. 

Healthwatch Oxfordshire was set up on April 1 2013, as a result of the Health and Social 
Care Act 2012. The organisation sits alongside 151 other local Healthwatch across the 
country. 

Healthwatch Oxfordshire hears what children, young people and adults have to say about 
health and social care services, whether that is praise, criticism or ideas for improvement. 
We strengthen the collective voice of patients and the public, so that service providers 
and commissioners listen to what they have to say. We then hold them to account on how 
they use the information we provide to shape, inform and influence service delivery and 
design. 

In order to ensure that we have the best possible evidence and the widest possible views 
to influence the delivery and design of health and social care services, we need as many 
people as possible to speak out about their experiences, so that we can speak up on their 
behalf. 

Healthwatch is independent, and we are accountable to the people of Oxfordshire, so 
please tell us how you would like to be treated and cared for, and what is important to 
you when using health and social care services, and we can make a difference together. 

To find out more about Healthwatch Oxfordshire, please visit our website, 
www.healthwatchoxfordshire.co.uk  

Contact us on 01865 520 520 or email hello@healthwatchoxfordshire.co.uk  

You can also follow us on Twitter @HealthwatchOxon and find us on Facebook 
www.facebook.com/HealthwatchOxfordshire 
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COUNTRY COLUMN

Our weather still seems to be 
very topsy turvy, having had an 
exceptionally mild winter. My 
prediction in the autumn newsletter 
of a cold winter does not seem to 
be happening. However, we seem 
to have had some exceedingly 
rough spells as well, with damage 
to trees and buildings, which as I 
write are ongoing.

We have been lucky not to have 
had the rain and flooding that 
other parts of the country have 
had, although the ground is just 
becoming saturated and the field 
drains are running full bore.

The mild weather has made many 
plants flower at the wrong time, 
with cowslips, crocus, snowdrops 
appearing before Christmas, 
and daffodils in early January. 
It will be interesting to see 
how it affects some of the 
vegetable crops. Another first 
was whitethorn hedging in leaf and 
about to flower in late December.

The grass has been romping along 
and I cut my lawns three times in 
November and December.

Farm crops are well forward, 
oilseed rape in particular. 
However, on the plus side, pigeons 

do not eat stronger plants 
anything like as much, it being 
more difficult to land on the 
ground with no bare places.

I have a good mixture of species 
feeding on my bird feeders, with 
a large proportion being house 
sparrows, tits, finches, and of 
course we have the morning and 
evening fly past of many thousands 
of starlings going to roost in the 
reed beds on Otmoor.

The thrushes are starting to sing 
from their lofty perches, a lovely 
sound, and the jackdaws are 
inspecting chimneys for nesting. If 
your chimney smokes this could be 
the problem, and a guard needs 
putting in the top to stop them 
building a nest.

By the time I next write I hope 
we will have returned to a more 
normal weather pattern.

Richard Hawes
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Please Pass Horses Wide and Slowly!

As always at this time of the year, local horse riders are having to spend most 
of their time on the roads as the majority of the bridleways are under water and 
impassable. Once again we’d like to say a huge thank you to the wonderful and 
considerate local drivers and cyclists who have been slowing down for horses and 
taking a wide berth around them. Horses are flight animals by nature and easily 
startled, and any car or bicycle passing too close or too fast can lead to a horse 
panicking and leaping across the road in a split second. Needless to say a horse 
jumping through your windscreen or into your group of bicycles is not something 
that is going to end well for any of those involved. 

The Department of Transport gives the following advice for motorists with 
regards horses on the roads:

• Slow down and be ready to stop if 
necessary 

• Look out for riders’ signals to slow 
down or stop

• Watch out for sudden movements, 
horses can be easily frightened and 
unpredictable

• Don’t sound your horn or rev your 
engine 

• Pass wide and slow when 
overtaking; giving the horse plenty 
of room. Don’t accelerate rapidly 
once you have passed them.

Otmoor Riding Group (358363)
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Horton-cum-Studley Village Newsletter is published three times a year by the Parish Council.
Would all regular contributors please submit copy on disk or e-mail.

Next issue deadline is 17 June 2016. 
Send your views, letters, photos to Claudette Doe at claudettedoe@yahoo.co.uk

Views expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily those of the Parish Council.
Design by Jenna Zan @ Zed • Print/Produced by Parchment

Published by H-c-S Parish Council 2016.  
For enquiries regarding delivery, please contact Richard and Rachel Hawes on 01865 351540.

Christmas cheer 
abounded at the village 
Xmas party – the event 
with the best rendition 
of the 12 Days of 
Christmas (singing 
plus actions plus 
teams)! Who were your 
favourites – the Eight 
Maids a Milking or the 
Five Golden Rings?!
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