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Fun in the Snow!



Send in Your Photos – Village 
Photography Competition 2018!

Please send us your entries for the 2018 Horton-cum-Studley village 
photography competition. Photos should be taken around Horton-cum-
Studley and Otmoor, depicting scenes of village life, people and animals, 
and classic village locations, suitable for use in our village calendar. The 
competition is open to residents of Horton-cum-Studley. Entries are limited 
to a maximum of 5 photos per person and close on 31st August 2018. All 
photographers with winning images will receive a calendar. Enquiries to Alexia 
Lewis [351025]. Send your entries (high-resolution files please), with a title for 
each image to: hortoncumstudleyparishcouncil@gmail.com 

Fallow Buck with antlers still in velvet – photographed on 12 August 2017 –  
by Ron Perkins

Ron says the shot was taken from Ragnalls Lane. The buck was standing in 
the cereal crop in the field with a large green metal barn at the gate.

Ron is one of the dedicated judges of our annual photo competition.
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PARISH COUNCIL REPORT
The Parish Council has had a busy 
4 months and we thank our clerk, 
Alexia Lewis, for all the hard work 
and effort she has put into applying 
for grants and contacting various 
organisations.

We have been successful in obtaining 
the following two grants:

• Defibrillator. Following requests 
from some residents and the 
Otmoor Challenge Committee, 
we successfully applied for a 
grant and were awarded £600 
towards the cost of installing a 
defibrillator in the village. The 
defibrillator needs a power source 
and, as the defunct village phone 
box has one, the Parish Council 
is in the process of adopting the 
phone box in order to house the 
defibrillator.

• Traffic Calming Measures. The 
Parish Council has been awarded 
a grant from the Communities 

Fund to install traffic calming 
measures along the Horton 
Straight Mile. It is proposed to 
reduce the speed limit to 50 mph. 
There is a long process involved 
in reducing a speed limit and the 
first step is to conduct a survey of 
residents. Funds from the grant 
will be used to undertake this 
process.

The Parish Council has agreed 
to purchase two more vehicle 
activated signs and is working with 
Oxfordshire Highways to have these 
installed.

The Village Spring Clean will 
take place during the weekend of 
9–12th March 2018. Bags, gloves, 
litter picks and high viz wear will 
be available from Kimber House, 
Horton Hill. Please help yourself 
and return your bag of litter to 
Kimber House by 12th March when 
it will be collected by Cherwell 

Basic logo
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District Council. Please help us to 
keep our village free from litter.

The Village Photographic 
Competition will be held again 
this year. Please send your entries 
to Alexia Lewis, Parish Clerk, at 
hortoncumstudleyparishcouncil@
gmail.com, by 31st August 2018.

The village website is for all 
parishioners to use. Training is 
available to enter items on the site 

from Alexia Lewis (contact email 
as above). Copies of Parish Council 
agendas, minutes and annual 
accounts are available on the Parish 
Council pages of the village website: 

www.horton-cum-studley.org.uk

Parish Council meetings are held on 
the second Thursday of the month 
at 7.30 pm in the Millennium Hall. 
Residents are warmly encouraged to 
attend. 

Barbara Jewell

New contact details for parish councillors are as follows:
Sarah Foxcroft, Chair hcspcfoxcroft@gmail.com

Barbara Jewell, Vice Chair hcspcjewell@gmail.com
Colin Badger hcspcbadger@gmail.com
Andrew Payne hcspcpayne@gmail.com

Alexia Lewis, Parish Clerk hortoncumstudleyparishcouncil@gmail.com

A HUGE thank you to everyone who supported the coffee 
morning and sale at Grove House on November 4th.  

£2,670 was raised for Sobell House.

Pauline Cox

ANOTHER VILLAGE LIMERICK

At last a Winter with snow
We climbed hills with sledges in tow

The kids were red nosed 
And the schools were all closed 

But our village continued to glow
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The Otmoor Flyer
The Otmoor Flyer is the name of a 
sixteen-seater bus that serves four of 
the Otmoor villages. This initiative 
came about after standard bus services 
were discontinued due to the austerity 
cuts in funding. 

The Otmoor Flyer serves Horton-
cum-Studley and Beckley on Tuesdays 
and Fridays. It serves Forest Hill 
and Stanton-St-John on Mondays 
and Thursdays. It is thanks to the 
hard work of a group of Parish 
Council representatives from each 
of these respective villages that this 
very valuable bus service has been 
procured. Although it is a fairly 
limited service, leaving at 10.30 a.m. 
and returning from Oxford (in Broad 
Street) at 1.15 p.m., it is an invaluable 
asset for members of these rural 
communities who, for one reason 
or another, don’t drive a car. It is 
certainly a whole lot cheaper, at £3 for 
a return ticket, than having to use a 
taxi in and out of Oxford. 

A Bus Token Card with 5 return 
journeys costs £15, 10 return journeys 
– £30 and 20 return journeys – 
£60. The Bus Token Cards can be 
purchased: at the Stanton-St-John 
Village Shop, telephone 01865- 
351532; from Jill Meyjes, 12 Forge 
Close, Horton-cum-Studley, telephone 
01865-351496; from Dee Hazell, The 
Old Chapel, High Street, Beckley, 

telephone 358809; and from Malcolm 
Leeding, 86 Mickle Way, Forest Hill. 

I would strongly urge as many 
generous parishioners as possible to 
purchase a Bus Token Card, whether 
you use the bus regularly or not, 
as the service needs to be heavily 
subsidised for it to survive. All four 
Parish Councils have given financial 
support to the Flyer to enable the 
bus to run as it does. Those who use 
the bus benefit not only from the 
freedom it provides them to go into 
Headington and Oxford City Centre, 
but also from being able to socialise 
with friends and acquaintances on 
a regular basis. For example, the 
Otmoor Flyer is available to take 
villagers from Horton-cum-Studley 
to the regular coffee morning at the 
community pub in Beckley on a Friday 
morning.

I commend the following people 
for their hard work on this project: 
Jill Meyjes, John Battye, Malcolm 
Leeding, David Polgreen, Barbara 
Jewell, Ann Purse and Dee Hazell. It’s 
a real pleasure to take over from Dee 
as the treasurer for the Otmoor Flyer 
Organising Group. We’ve all agreed 
that, until a regular bus service is 
restored, the Otmoor Flyer is fulfilling 
a vital need, especially for people who 
would otherwise be stuck at home.

Kate MacFarlane
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Walking in Horton-cum-Studley, I came across a brook....

it wasn’t easy to get a decent photo, but it certainly was delightful to stop and 
listen to the wonderful babbling, bubbling brook, clear and sparkling in the sun, 
then grey, then foamy as it made its descent. And then I thought of a poem by 
Alfred Lord Tennyson called The Brook. It was read to me at primary school. 

Here it is, and I’ve also included a link to an article on the Poetry Foundation 
website, which has interesting information on Tennyson’s life: www.
poetryfoundation. org/poets/alfred-tennyson

Diana Moore

The Brook by Alfred, Lord Tennyson

I come from haunts of coot and hern, 
I make a sudden sally 
And sparkle out among the fern, 
To bicker down a valley. 

By thirty hills I hurry down, 
Or slip between the ridges, 
By twenty thorpes, a little town, 
And half a hundred bridges. 

Till last by Philip’s farm I flow 
To join the brimming river, 
For men may come and men may go, 
But I go on for ever. 

I chatter over stony ways, 
In little sharps and trebles, 
I bubble into eddying bays, 
I babble on the pebbles. 

With many a curve my banks I fret 
By many a field and fallow, 
And many a fairy foreland set 
With willow-weed and mallow. 

I chatter, chatter, as I flow 
To join the brimming river, 
For men may come and men may go, 
But I go on for ever. 

I wind about, and in and out, 
With here a blossom sailing, 
And here and there a lusty trout, 
And here and there a grayling, 

And here and there a foamy flake 
Upon me, as I travel 
With many a silvery waterbreak 
Above the golden gravel, 
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And draw them all along, and flow 
To join the brimming river 
For men may come and men may go, 
But I go on for ever. 

I steal by lawns and grassy plots, 
I slide by hazel covers; 
I move the sweet forget-me-nots 
That grow for happy lovers. 

I slip, I slide, I gloom, I glance, 
Among my skimming swallows; 
I make the netted sunbeam dance 
Against my sandy shallows. 

I murmur under moon and stars 
In brambly wildernesses; 
I linger by my shingly bars; 
I loiter round my cresses; 

And out again I curve and flow 
To join the brimming river, 
For men may come and men may go, 
But I go on for ever. 

Social Night at Studley Wood Golf Club

On the last Friday of each month, a number of locals join together at Studley 
Wood Golf Club for a social evening that includes a meal. If you are new 
to the area it is a great way of meeting others. A notice is normally put out 
on The Green the week before as a reminder and if you email Iveta (the 
manager) at iveta@studleywoodgolfclub.co.uk she will send you the menu 
choices. If you need more information ring Ruth on 351444. 
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HORTON-CUM-STUDLEY W.I.

Last November, we had a very 
interesting talk by the vicar of Brill, 
Rev Priscilla Slusar, on embroidery. At 
the end of her talk she organised us 
into making a Christmas decoration, 
which everyone found great fun! 

Our Christmas Dinner was held on 
12th December at the Pheasant in 
Brill. It was the Tuesday just after 
the unexpected fall of snow on the 
previous Sunday. Fortunately, we all 
managed to travel up to Brill safely 
and it was good to see so many 
members there. The staff of the 
Pheasant were wonderful and very 
helpful in making sure the elderly 
members safely got to the awaiting 
cars.

January’s meeting was greatly enjoyed, 
as we had a very good speaker, who 
gave us some interesting facts about 
bees. Steve Moll, the speaker, is a bee 
keeper in Brightwell-cum-Sotwell, and 
we were able to purchase honey and 
bee products after the meeting.

In February, one of our own members, 
Rosalie Crane, gave us a talk on her 
work as a probation support worker. 

We found this meeting fascinating 
as none of us knew very much about 
the probation service. We were able 
to ask Rosalie many questions and an 
interesting discussion developed.

Next month is our Annual General 
Meeting when we re-elect the 
committee and officers. Our 
programme for 2018/19 will be 
handed out.

We have sadly had to say goodbye to 
three of our members due to personal 
reasons and moving away from the 
village. If any ladies would like to join 
our WI we would be very pleased to 
welcome them. In the coming year, 
we are going to have three combined 
meetings with Stanton-St-John WI, 
which includes an outing and a tea 
party.

More information may be obtained 
from the President, Barbara Jewell, tel. 
351315.

Barbara Jewell (President)
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Beckley & Area Community Benefit Society (BACBS) – 
The Abingdon Arms ‘More than a Pub’ programme

It’s good to see that, despite the post-
Christmas/New Year quiet time and 
tough wintry weather, business has 
held up well at The Abingdon Arms. 
Three stoves have been roaring, 
complemented by Aimee, Stuart and 
their team’s warm welcome and the 
pub’s convivial atmosphere. 

The ‘More than a Pub’ programme 
has really taken off since the new 
year. Community coffee mornings 
have attracted good numbers from 
several villages, and when they are 
well established, monthly community 
lunches will be introduced for our 
wider community.

Monthly community walks strode 
out in January and February, the 
latter abbreviated by heavy rain, but 
the following pub lunch made it all 
worthwhile! Folk music evenings have 
drawn in enthusiastic musicians and 
listening audiences alike, and the jazz 
sessions have already boasted some of 
the best musicians on the local scene.

Two contrasting literary meetings have 
filled the pub. First was the evening 
devoted to the late David Attwooll’s 
collection of poems, ‘Otmoor’ – 
copies of which are now on sale at 
the pub. There was then a fascinating 

presentation by Prof Martin Stannard 
of Evelyn Waugh’s association with 
The Abingdon Arms – please see the 
separate report by Tony Strong.

Following this successful meeting, 
we have established a ‘browsing’ 
library at the pub, comprising the 
very generous donation by Mari 
Prichard of books by and about 
Waugh, which belonged to her late 
husband, the writer and broadcaster 
Humphrey Carpenter. These 
include Humphrey’s biography ‘The 
Brideshead Generation: Evelyn Waugh 
and his friends’, and some of Waugh’s 
books that Humphrey had read and 
annotated in preparing the biography. 
In addition, we have a copy of Martin 
Stannard’s authoritative biography 
of Waugh’s early years, signed by the 
author. This veritable Waugh feast 
is available for reading in the pub, 
though (at the donors’ request) not for 
borrowing.

In February, we held the first table 
games session at which, on a cold and 
wet afternoon, people came together 
from several villages to play scrabble 
and backgammon in the warmth of 
the pub. Jenga, bridge and chess may 
be added at the next session in March. 
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In March, we will begin an after-
school activity café for children from 
Beckley Primary School. Becky Paton 
will lead the first two sessions at 
which children will make mosaics. 
The ‘More than a Pub’ programme 
in this newsletter gives details of all 
activities in March. If you have ideas 
about other activities that might be 
developed at The Abingdon Arms, 
or can help with those already under 
way, please contact Mike Hobbs at 
mike.jd.hobbs@gmail.com

It would be too much to expect 
everything to go smoothly. Our plan 
to construct improved, accessible 

toilets has been delayed because, 
although all necessary planning 
consents were secured, the costs now 
quoted by builders far exceed the 
initial estimates and our available 
budget. The BACBS Management 
Committee is reviewing the quotes 
and building specifications, and 
inviting other builders to tender. 
Fortunately, our funders have agreed 
to extend the deadline for our 
acceptance of the substantial ‘More 
than a Pub’ grant and loan. More 
news will follow.

Mike Hobbs, Chairman, BACBS

AGE UK OXFORDSHIRE
The file for Age UK Oxfordshire that is kept in the church has been updated. 
The file contains lots of information for anyone over 50 who is looking for 
advice on many issues. There are contact details and a list of specific problems 
that some elderly people may need.

Message in a Bottle
Emergency information scheme – I have several bottles for anyone who would 
like one. This is for information of all medical conditions and contact details 
in case of an emergency, and is kept in the fridge. Should you receive 999 
assistance, the ambulance staff will take this information with you into A & E. 
It is extremely helpful.

Ann Stearns – Parish Link for Age UK Oxfordshire
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THE ABINGDON ARMS
‘MORE THAN A PUB’ PROGRAMME FOR MARCH

Thursday 1st March, 3.30–4.30pm: Children’s after-school activity café – 
Primarily intended for Beckley Primary School pupils, who must be accompanied 
by parent or carer. Mosaic-making with Becky Paton, cost £3.50 per mosaic for 
materials. Please book place with Aimee Butterfield at aimeebutts1@yahoo.co.uk

Friday 2nd March, 10.00–11.30am: Community coffee morning – Coffee and 
biscuits £2, but espresso coffees and cake available too. An opportunity to meet 
old and new friends, and neighbours from all our villages. 

Sunday 4th March, 7.00–8.30pm: Literary presentation* – ‘John Ruskin’s 
autobiography, Praeterita’ – Prof Robert Hewison, Lancaster University.

Tuesday 6th March, 12.30pm: Women of Beckley lunch.

Wednesday 7th March, 12.30pm: Men of Beckley lunch. Of course, the women 
and men of other villages may use the pub for their social meetings too!

Sunday 11th March, 6.30–8.30pm: Folk music evening* – Acoustic ‘sing-around’: 
bring your instruments and your voices, or just come to listen. An informal 
gathering and (mainly traditional) folk music. No entry charge.

Tuesday 13th March, 2.30–4.30pm: Table games – Games may include Jenga, 
scrabble, bridge, backgammon, chess; children’s games may be added. Do come 
along, with your games set and a partner if you wish.

Thursday 15th March, 3.30–4.30pm: Children’s after-school activity café – as 
above (1st March).

Sunday 18th March, 6.30–8.30pm: Jazz session* – Kevin Armstrong (guitar), 
Mark Hodgson (bass), Mark Doffman (drums). No entry charge, but wine will be 
raffled.

Saturday 31st March, 10.30am–12.00/12.30pm: Easter community walk – 5 miles 
or 3 miles. Meet outside the pub, then return after walk for drink/lunch.

*There is no entry charge for Sunday evening events, but please do buy a drink or 
two, and delicious hand-made bar snacks will be available for sale.

Further information and full programme on website www.bacbs.org or contact 
Mike Hobbs at mike.jd.hobbs@gmail.com

NOTE: Mary Stuck is the Society’s link in Horton-cum-Studley for its events 
at the pub; anyone who would like to receive programme information by email 
should contact Mary at stuck.mary@gmail.com
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The Village Shop in Stanton-St-John

In September 2017, I started working 
with Rowan Reavley in her beautifully 
stocked shop in Stanton-St-John. Until 
I started being there on a regular basis, 
I had no idea what a comprehensive 
range of goods and services are on 
offer – right on our doorstep. On sale 
are all the things one expects to find in 
in a general store, needs and often runs 
out of: newspapers and magazines, 
stamps, pet food and bird seed, logs, 
coal and kindling, household and 
pharmaceutical goods, tins, cereals, 
snacks, cleaning products, bread, 
milk, fruit juice, pasta, rice, and frozen 
foods, including convenience meals. 
There is a good selection of fresh 
vegetables and fruit, as well as home-
made cakes, ice-creams, jam, local 
honey, marmalade and high-quality 
biscuits. There’s a comprehensive range 
of stationery – printer paper, wrapping 
paper, greetings cards, envelopes and 
pens, as well as small pocket-money 
sized children’s toys, gifts and crafty 
items. You can buy mobile phone top-
ups, pay your utility bills and council 
tax, get out some cash from the no 
fee ATM on site and drop in your dry 
cleaning. Rowan makes sumptuous 
freshly filled baguettes each morning, 
bakes pasties and sausage rolls and 
there is excellent coffee or tea to take 
away. In the warmer months, there is 
outdoor seating in front of the shop 

for ramblers and shoppers. You can 
sit down and enjoy a coffee, an ice-
cream or just take a few minutes 
break and catch up with someone you 
haven’t seen for ages. The shop display 
window provides a valuable space for 
use by local organisations to promote 
their events, as well as for local 
artists, jewellers and craft-persons to 
display and sell their work. It is free 
to advertise local events, job vacancies 
or items for sale on the much-read 
community board on the pavement 
outside the shop.

What’s more, this little shop also has 
some unexpected surprises: a deli-
counter with a range of cheeses from a 
Dorset-based dairy, charcuterie, pates, 
dips and antipasti; a good choice of 
whole foods; organic, gluten-free, 
low-sugar and dairy-free products; 
Ecover and Faith in Nature naturally 
derived and paraben-free cleaning 
and cosmetic products; Fair Trade 
products; a free-of-charge book and 
DVD borrow basket for customers; 
local meat, including beef from Pegtop 
Farm near Woodeaton, bacon and 
sausages from a welfare-led pig farm 
in Oxfordshire; small-flock free-range 
eggs from Brill; 10 local ales brewed 
in the Oxon/Bucks area and over 30 
wines supplied by the Oxford Wine 
Company. 
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As well as popping in to pick up some 
groceries, did you know that there is 
an ‘ordering in’ facility, which has 
always been customary to traditional 
village stores? Rowan can order in 
almost anything you need for your 
catered event/barbeque from her 
trusted suppliers, in whatever quantity 
you need. If you are simply looking to 
restock your wine rack there is a 10% 
discount on 12 bottles of wine, the 
entire Oxford Wine Company website 
to choose from. And another little-
known fact is that Rowan offers free 
delivery for any order over £30. 

The shop is a hub for bike repairs, 
as it now incorporates a bicycle sales 
and repair business, namely Oxford 
Reconditioned Bicycles. You can 

drop your bicycle round or phone or 
email the shop to arrange for it to be 
collected from you, with delivery back 
to you once the work has been done. 

The village shop is sign-posted on the 
Islip Road and can be found at 13 
Middle Road, Stanton-St-John OX33 
1HD. 

It is open Monday to Friday from 
8.00 a.m. – 5.00 p.m. (no more closed 
for lunches or Wednesday afternoons), 
on Saturdays from 8.00 a.m. – 4 p.m., 
and on Sundays from 9am to 11 a.m. 

Telephone: 01865 351532.  
Website: www.stantonvillageshop.co.uk

Kate MacFarlane

GTs NEWS

We have enjoyed a busy winter 

programme. Items included a talk 

about conservation work with 

elephants, a theatre trip to see Mama 

Mia, browsing the Xmas markets 

at Waddesdon Manor and having 

supper at the Abingdon Arms, where 

33 of us filled the back room. It was 

good to be able to support our “local 

pub” again. A flower arranging 

demonstration from Lyn Croft is 

scheduled for February.

We hope to have a Safari Supper 

around the village in the summer 

and anyone wishing to attend or 

host a “watering hole” would be 

most appreciated. The planning 

meeting for the summer programme 

is on March 14th at 8.00 with Leigh 

Wilson, when we will finalise dates 

for this event.

For further information contact Ruth 

David on 351444.

Ruth David
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WANTED!! OTMOOR CHALLENGE FETE COORDINATOR

We need, urgently, someone to take 
on the job of Fete Coordinator for 
the Otmoor Challenge on Saturday 
2nd June 2018. The job requires some 
work between now and the day of the 
event, but can mostly be done by phone 
and email. The Coordinator will be 
a member of the Otmoor Challenge 
Association (OCA) Committee, but 
meetings are likely to be held only 2 
or 3 times between now and the event. 
The job could even be done by a small 
group, with one member organising the 
activities of the group.

The main responsibilities of the 
Coordinator are to liaise with the 
village stallholders and the voluntary 
organisations (like the RSPB) to 
arrange their stall spaces and to 
ensure the smooth running of the fete 
on the day. The Coordinator has no 
responsibility for car parking, the bar, 
the PA system, First Aid, runner and 
walker activities or the WI teas, nor 
the Evening Bash and Pig Roast. The 
children’s entertainment in the central 
area (go-karts, bouncy castle etc) 
have already been booked, and is run 
entirely by their proprietors. Even the 
Wantage Silver Band has already been 
booked!

Could you take on this important 
job and help the Otmoor Challenge 
continue to succeed in its 39th annual 
event? This is the biggest event in the 
Horton-cum-Studley community year. 

If you would like to talk about the job 
in more detail, please phone Andrew 
Pennington, chairman of the OCA, on 
01865 358800.

YOUR VILLAGE  
NEEDS YOU!

  

`   
O XFOR DSHI RE  L I MIT ED  

Choose from samples  
brought to your home 

when it suits you 
 

 Measuring, supplying and fitting service 
 Furniture moving, disposal of old flooring 
 Written quotations – no obligation to buy 
 No job is too small 

 Please call to arrange a visit:  

01869 278894 or 07887 875824 
 

enquiry@absolute-carpets.co.uk    

www.absolute-carpets.co.uk 

Greenways, Station Road, Marsh Gibbon, Bicester OX27 0HN 
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THE FUTURE OF THE OTMOOR CHALLENGE

The Otmoor Challenge will celebrate 
its 39th anniversary this year. This 
remarkable event is the biggest 
opportunity in the year for villagers 
to get together socially, to raise money 
for local charities and good causes, 
and to meet new (and not so new) 
members of the community. Many 
of you take part in the running of 
the event on the day, for which we 
are really grateful, but, despite many 
appeals for assistance at organising 
committee level, we are gradually 
heading towards a “no future” future 
for the Otmoor Challenge. We have 
struggled to recruit a Fete Coordinator 
to join the organising committee for 
this year to replace Liz Campbell.

The Otmoor Challenge Association 
(OCA), which is represented by the 
committee, is, to be frank, facing a 
rather bleak future unless members of 
the Horton-cum-Studley community 
are prepared to step forward and 
start preparing to take on the running 
of the event. The committee is only 
7 strong, although we are running 
with 6 until a Fete Coordinator can 
be found, and the members have no 
back-ups or deputies. Some of us are 

getting on in age, and we have no 
alternatives should illness or family 
circumstances force resignations. 
Without an organising committee 
there can be no Otmoor Challenge.

What is the answer? We have asked 
for comments and suggestions from 
villagers on how changes to the 
Challenge could be made, but have 
had no feedback. It could be that 
many of you think that it is old-
fashioned, and in need of a good 
shake-up. Well, this is your chance. 
Come forward and learn from the 
current committee how we organise it 
now, and then form a new committee 
to take it forward. All the current 
committee members will be happy to 
help the new body for as long as they 
need advice, happy in the knowledge 
that the Challenge will continue past 
its 40th year.

This is your opportunity to keep 
the main community event in the 
village as a going concern. Don’t let 
it fade away, leaving Horton-cum-
Studley as a commuter village with no 
community spirit.

SAVE THE OTMOOR CHALLENGE!!

Andrew Pennington 01865-358800 – Chairman Otmoor Challenge Association



0777 5630 432 
Email: olivertwistchimneysweep@yahoo.co.uk

 @olivertwistchimneysweep

Oliver Twist 
Chimney Sweep
No Dust — No Fuss

•  Rotary Sweeping

•  CCTV Inspection

•  Bird Nests Removed

•  Bird Cowls Fitted
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Oliver Twist 
Chimney Sweep
No Dust — No Fuss

•  Rotary Sweeping

•  CCTV Inspection

•  Bird Nests Removed

•  Bird Cowls Fitted

Make a Difference Every Day –  
Become a Care Worker

Oxfordshire urgently needs more compassionate care workers to support 
vulnerable members of our community. If you want a flexible and rewarding job 
helping other people, then care work could be for you. You will receive all the 
training you need. The most important thing for employers is that you are caring, 
friendly and reliable. There are opportunities across the county, so you can find a 
job that’s close to home. You can work the hours that suit you – there are options 
to choose a fixed hours contract or a flexible contract. 

Interested? Visit oacp.org.uk/jobs for job opportunities and to find out more 
about working in care.

Friends of Beckley School (FOBs) – Fundraising

Friends of Beckley School (PTA) would like to say a huge thank you to those 
who supported our recent successful Christmas tree sale. We are pleased 
to announce that this raised £799, which has been used to enhance the 
resources at Beckley School.

With the help the of FOBs fundraising, last year Beckley School created and 
stocked an attractive and impressive new library.

Beckley School are now looking to further develop their IT suite. This is our 
main fundraising project for 2018.

In this aim, we would welcome any contributions or sponsorship. For more 
information please email: beckleyfobs@gmail.com 

Friends of Beckley School has charitable status which means donations may 
be tax deductible.
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Evelyn Waugh at the Abingdon Arms –  
a report from Tony Strong

On Sunday January 28th, as part of 
the Abingdon Arms ‘More Than a 
Pub’ programme, we were treated to 
a talk by Evelyn Waugh’s biographer, 
Professor Martin Stannard, about 
the famous author’s association 
with Beckley. Waugh probably first 
came to the Abingdon Arms as an 
undergraduate, Professor Stannard 
told us, but destroyed his diaries from 
those days because they contained 
explicit references to his homosexual 
affairs – at the time, a criminal 
offence.

What is certain, because it is recorded 
in his post-Oxford diaries, is that after 
university Waugh rented a caravan, 
either in the car park or garden, which 
he shared with his lover, Alastair 
Graham, later the model for Sebastian 
Flyte in Brideshead Revisited. Waugh 
describes many drunken evenings in 
the pub, including the night before his 
university viva, when “until about 3 in 
the morning the whole village sat and 
ate and drank and danced and sang” 
in the barn next door. 

Two days later, having received the 
news of his Third, he wrote: “Rode 
back to Beckley where we drank 
champagne. It was another very 

drunken night at the Abingdon Arms. 
Next day we dined with Cooke 
and Harold Claire, and he and Mrs 
Mattingley [the landlady] came back 
to the caravan when the pub shut and 
drank champagne with us.”

Professor Stannard suggested that 
this painted the Abingdon Arms as 
an atypical village pub of the era: one 
that kept champagne to serve to a 
particular upper-class clientele, along 
with a caravan for them to sleep it off, 
and which was ahead of its time in its 
liberal reception to young gay men. 
He hopes to do further research on 
this aspect of the pub (and welcomes 
any leads from Beckleyites).

Waugh later stayed at the pub whilst 
writing parts of four books, including 
his first bestseller Vile Bodies. It 
was while writing this that he 
received a letter from his wife – with 
whom he had, perhaps remarkably, 
honeymooned at the Abingdon Arms 
12 months previously – saying she’d 
fallen in love with a mutual friend. 
Yet even this bitter association didn’t 
put him off: he returned to the pub 
regularly over the next 3 years to 
write.
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The Beckley & Area Community 
Benefit Society has now applied for 
listed building consent for a plaque 
commemorating the pub’s importance 
to this towering literary figure, a move 
Professor Stannard supports. “Waugh 
was a genius,” he told us. “And this 

village pub was arguably central to the 
development of his writing.”

After the talk, Professor Stannard 
kindly signed copies of his biography 
of Waugh.

HORTON-CUM-STUDLEY GARDENING CLUB 

Our meetings are held at 8.00pm in the Millennium Hall. Visitors are very 
welcome. (£3.00 if you are not a member). On Tuesday March 20th, Avril 
Hughes is talking about Iran (flora and more), and on April 17th, Allan Wells 
will be telling us about bees and gardening. 

This year, the club will be helping Beckley School to develop its garden – we 
hope to inspire a new generation of gardeners. If you have any questions 
about the plants in your garden, the gardening club is happy to help. Just 
contact the chairman, Susan Burge (01865-351310).

For more information about our programme, including garden visits, see the 
village website:

www.horton-cum-studley.org.uk/community/clubs/

Horton-cum-Studley Gardens Open for NGS Charities
Sun 8 April and Sun 17 June – Hilltop 
Cottage and Upper Green (2 – 5pm)

Sun 2 Sept – Upper Green (2 – 5.30pm)

Susan Burge 
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NEWS FROM ST BARNABAS CHURCH

Christmas at St Barnabas
The Carol Service was the start of our 
Christmas celebrations, with Freddie 
East singing a wonderful first verse 
solo of Once in Royal David’s City. 
The service was well attended, with 
carols and Bible readings, the Church 
was beautifully decorated with the 
tree donated by the Pugh family, and 
dressed by Pete Whitaker. Following 
the service, mulled wine and mince 
pies were served, not forgetting Pete 
Whitaker’s homemade coffee and mint 
creams.

The Crib Service was held on 
Christmas Eve. Everyone in the 
village must have attended and they 
also brought family and guests – the 
Church was so full, and it was such 
a beautiful atmosphere with candles 
and decorations to celebrate the 
birth of Christ. Children from the 
village carefully carried the fragile 
crib figures to the front of the Church 

and gradually built the nativity scene 
before our very eyes, while others 
assisted with readings and prayers. 
A wonderfully uplifting start to 
Christmas celebrations.

The Christmas Day service was held 
at St Barnabas this year and was very 
well attended. Jo, a visiting theology 
student, gave the address. The children 
assisted her in opening a box of 
presents linked to her words, giving 
us food for thought before we all 
went our separate ways to continue 
celebrating the holiday with our 
families.

Easter Services at St Barnabas 
March 25th – Palm Sunday Joint Benefice service 10.00
March 30th – Good Friday reflection 2pm
April 1st – Easter Day Communion service 11.00

Other Services
March 11th – Mothering Sunday 11.00

March 18th – Tearfund Service 11.00 and Lunch 12.15 Millennium Village Hall

Carol Welch (358122)
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SEA BREAM PLAKI
2–3 lb whole sea bream

1 large onion, peeled and thinly sliced

2 cloves garlic, crushed

1 teaspoon fennel seeds, crushed in a 
mortar

3 tablespoons olive oil

2 small lemons

2 tablespoons chopped parsley

1 tin chopped tomatoes

4 fluid oz white wine

Handful of chopped coriander for 
garnish

Black pepper & salt

Method
Scale and clean the fish and place into 
an oiled baking dish. Sprinkle over 
the juice of one lemon, some salt and 
ground pepper. 

Heat remaining oil and fry the onion, 
then add the garlic a bit later, because 
it tends to burn. Fry onions until 
transparent.

Add tomatoes, the parsley, crushed 
fennel seeds and wine, and cook for a 
minute until blended. Season.

Pour the sauce over the bream and 
add a little water if necessary.

Thinly slice the other lemon and layer 
it over the fish.

Cover the dish with foil, or a lid, and 
bake on the middle shelf of a pre-
heated oven at 190°C, 375°F or Gas 
Mark 5 for about 40 minutes.

Garnish with coriander and serve.

Elizabeth Kenworthy-Browne

Bob Wakelin
Bob Wakelin, a well-known and much-loved resident of Horton-cum-Studley, 
sadly passed away recently. A very interesting interview with Bob, by Diana 
Moore, sharing interesting stories about his life and our village, previously 
featured in the November 2015 issue of this publication, and is available on 
the village website (http://horton-cum-studley.org.uk/news/parish_newsletter).
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Crossword 
First correct entry drawn after the 
closing date wins a bottle of wine. 

Please send entries to Pauline 
Cox, Grove House, Horton Hill, by 
31st March 2018. Remember to 
put your name and your house 
name on it! Answers available 

after the closing date from 
Pauline: pauline@plcfitness.co.uk

The winner of the last crossword 
competition was Sarah Rogers.

Good luck!
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VILLAGE RARE-BREED CHARCUTERIE
We have produce available from our Oxford Sandy and Black pigs.

Contact Andy & Liz Campbell, White Gate, Church Lane, Horton-cum-Studley, 
call or text on 07855-300701, email: otmoorpigcharcuterie@gmail.com, website: 

otmoorpigcharcuterie.com
Happy to drop off locally, call in if passing by, or come and see us at Wolvercote farmers 

market.

THE FORGE – HORTON-CUM-STUDLEY
Restored and renovated, 5 x 12m of open studio space. Separate kitchen area, and 

bathroom with shower. Underfloor heating. Additional 3 x 5m mezzanine storage. Parking 
available. Available to let: February 2018. Apply LMN Properties Ltd: Max 07976-973311.

Village Classifieds

Live in Horton-cum-Studley? Have 
something for sale? Or a service/business 

you want to promote? Free of charge? 
Yes? Then this section is for you! 

Send your short text advert to 
the editor at claudettedoe@

yahoo.co.uk by 16 June 2018 for 
inclusion in the July issue.

HOME PHYSIOTHERAPY SERVICE
Physiotherapy in your own home with an experienced local physiotherapist. Established 

20 years. Conditions treated – neurological problems, falls and balance, and post-surgery 
recovery. Contact Judy Delafield on 07768-877568. Email/website: judy@home-physio.

co.uk/www.home-physio.co.uk

HORTON-CUM-STUDLEY TODDLER GROUP
At the Millennium Hall, Horton-cum-Studley, 10–11.30am on alternate Mondays.

Contact: Laura – laurabadger@hotmail.com

HANDMADE GREETINGS CARDS FOR SALE IN HORTON
I recycle wrapping paper to create a range of unique collages. Generic and birthday styles 

are available. Individual card: £1. Pack of 5: £4.50. Pack of 10: £8.50.
Please email Caroline at cjgharrison08@googlemail to see samples and express interest.

REFLEXOLOGY TREATMENTS WITH CATRIN
Hourly sessions in Horton-cum-Studley. For more details please get in touch: 

07960659314/angelcolours5@yahoo.com
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The Clinic on the Green Osteopath

Sitting on the village green in 
Bletchingdon, a 15 minute drive from 
our village, you will find the Old 
Blacksmith Shop – a lovely Grade 
1 listed converted stone and timber 
building. The inside of the building 
is tranquil and calm, and provides 
the setting for therapies such as 
osteopathy, massage, acupuncture, 
nutrition, podiatry, yoga, Pilates, 
Bowen Technique and sports therapy. 
There is a great team of practitioners, 
so you are sure to find one who suits 
your needs.

For several years I have been seeing 
Monica Franke – an osteopath, 
although you will find she has an array 
of skills to bring to the table. Speaking 
of the table … both heated and snuggly 
blankets are on offer! I suffer with low 
back pain, I have a job where I spend 
much of my time sitting and the rest of 
my time is spent with my horses – being 
squashed by or thrown from them, 
or just enduring high-speed spooking 
resulting in whiplash! Also, one-sided 
mucking out, and lifting heavy things 
all take a toll.

Monica really helps to keep me 
straight and pain free. The treatment 
starts with a chat and an assessment 
of movement and then Monica forms 
her treatment plan. I get snuggly 

under the blankets and relax into the 
treatment – although sometimes this 
is quite tricky as Monica’s thumbs 
will find the troublesome area, which 
is not always associated with the part 
of your body that hurts! I usually have 
a lot of massage on tight leg muscles 
from riding to fix my back! Most odd, 
but highly effective!

I have also attended the regular Pilates 
and functional fitness classes on offer 
and found them to be very beneficial 
in keeping strength and freedom 
of movement. These are run on 
Mondays and Wednesday evenings in 
Kirtlington.

Find out more at  
www.cliniconthegreen.com

Jenna Zan



Osteopathy

Massage

Wellbeing

Working to keep you at your best

01869 351345

www.cliniconthegreen.com
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Oxfordshire County Council and  
Cherwell District Council

Your District Councillors are:
Tim Hallchurch – email: cllr.timothy.hallchurch@cherwell-dc.gov.uk
Simon Holland – email: cllr.simon.holland@cherwell-dc.gov.uk
David Hughes – email: cllr.david.hughes@cherwell-dc.gov.uk

Your County Councillor is: 
Dan Sames – email: dan.sames@oxfordshire.gov.uk

Castle Quay Banbury
A multi-million-pound deal to transfer ownership of Banbury’s shopping centre 
to Cherwell District Council has been finalised, signifying the first step on the 
journey to regenerate the town centre. Contracts have now been signed by 
representatives of the council and the precinct’s former majority shareholder, 
Aberdeen Standard Investments, increasing Cherwell’s share of the centre from 
15% to 100%. Having completed the purchase of the building, Cherwell will now 
seek to improve the shopping centre and entice new retailers by reviewing the size 
of the units and readdressing how the precinct fronts onto the canal. The deal also 
represents a commitment by the council to bring forward the proposed Castle 
Quay 2 development on land adjacent to Castle Quay, comprising a seven-screen 
cinema, Lidl supermarket, on the site of the former Spiceball Leisure Centre, 
restaurants and a Premier Inn hotel. These are due to open in 2020.

Tim Hallchurch MBE 

01865-377099 

Web site: www.otmoor.co.uk

Horton-cum-Studley Village Newsletter is published three times a year by the Parish Council.

Would all regular contributors please submit copy by e-mail.

Next issue deadline is 16 June 2018. 

Send your views, letters, photos to Claudette Doe at claudettedoe@yahoo.co.uk

Views expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily those of the Parish Council.

Design by Jenna Zan @ Zed • Print/Produced by Parchment

Published by H-c-S Parish Council 2018.  

For enquiries regarding delivery, please contact Richard and Rachel Hawes on 01865 351540.
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Accessible Bridleways are  
Vital to Avoid Putting Lives at Risk 

Bridleways are the real deal, multi-user paths open to cyclists and pedestrians, as 
well as horse riders. In the past, country roads were safe enough to be ridden on; 
however, today, any road without a 30 mph speed limit is often too dangerous to 
be risked by the most vulnerable users. Traffic is often travelling far too fast for 
the road conditions and rural setting, and sadly with the continuing expansion 
of Bicester this is only going to get worse, with increasing numbers of vehicles 
using local roads as a rat-run over the motorway. Horse riders, and children on 
bicycles and ponies, are particularly vulnerable road users and desperately need 
the protection a usable bridleway network can give them.

Bridleways with only minimal road usage required on speed-limited roads are 
vital; when such bridleways are impassable and cannot be used properly this puts 
lives at risk. If you encounter a bridleway that is in poor condition that you can’t 
ride or cycle on, particularly any that have been damaged by vehicles, then please 
help us by making the problem known to the parish council and to the county 
council. This is the countryside and we should be able to use bridleways to stay 
safe and keep children safe.

Otmoor Riding Group (358363) 




