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Village Photography Competition –  
The Calendar – The Results!

When it came to judging this year’s photography competition, we were in for a 

pleasant surprise. Numbers were up, subjects were up and quality was up. I think 

this must be because of the effect of having a calendar, providing an incentive of 

encouragement to all our village photographers. The winner had our unanimous 

vote and close on its heels were many other photographs of high quality and good 

subject matter. Long may this continue.

Nick Meyjes

And The Winners Are………..

First place: Rainbow Over The Village – Alison Barnes

Runners up:

‘Harvesting By The Evening Sun’, ‘Seasonal Crafts At The Village Toddler Group’ 

and ‘Otmoor Challenge Flower Garlands’ – Laura Mermet-Burnet

‘Hot Air Balloon’ and ‘Woodpeckers’ – Alison Barnes

‘Chris Pugh’s Winning Pumpkin 114 lbs’ and ‘A Scarlet Tiger Moth On The Grass 

in Mill Lane’ – Cathy Jenkins

‘Barley Field’ – Kate MacFarlane

‘Wild Flowers On Otmoor’ – Liz Buttery

‘My Friend At The Bottom Of The Garden’ – Christine Curtis

‘Misty Morning Walk’ – Justin Davey

‘Bee Friendly’ – Georgina Lewis 

All the winning photographers will receive a copy of the 2018 Horton-cum-

Studley Village Calendar. If you would like to purchase your own copy, they are 

available to order at £5.50 each using the form on the following page or write out 

the required details on a piece of paper. 
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Order form for the  
Horton-cum-Studley Village Calendar 2018

Featuring the 13 winning photographs, as shown on the cover of 
this Newsletter. 

This is an A3 wall-hanging colour calendar with 1 month to a view. 

No. of calendars at £5.50 each:

Total cost:

Name:

Address:

Phone number:

Email:

All orders to be received by 14 November 2017

Please make cheques payable to Horton-cum-Studley Parish Council  
(or contact Alexia for details of alternative payment methods).

Forms and enquiries to:  
Alexia Lewis, Kimber House, Horton Hill,  

Horton-cum-Studley, OX33 1AY.

Email: hortoncumstudleyparishcouncil@gmail.com  
Phone: 01865-351025.
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PARISH COUNCIL REPORT

The main agenda item over the last 3 months has been the increasing problem 
of speeding ‘rat run’ traffic and how we can combat this with traffic calming 
measures. The Parish Council has started the process of requesting a reduction 
in the speed limit along the Horton Mile from 60mph to 50mph, and has the 
backing of County Councillor Dan Sames and District Councillor Tim Hallchurch. 
The first stage of the process is to undertake speed traffic surveys, as well as 
surveying local residents, and the Parish Council has applied for a grant to 
undertake this work.

The Parish Council has ordered two more vehicle-activated ‘slow down’ signs to 
be sited along the Oakley Road and Brill Road. County Councillor Dan Sames 
is also investigating other traffic calming measures for use in the village, such 
as chicanes.

The External Auditor BDO LLP has completed the annual audit of accounts, 
which are available on the village website: http://horton-cum-studley.org.uk/

The Parish Council is delighted with the response to the annual photo competition 
and is pleased to announce the competition will run again in 2018. Particular 
thanks go to the judges Nick Meyjes and Ron Perkins for giving up their time to 
judge the photos.

The Parish Council meets on the second Thursday of each month. Copies of the 
agenda and minutes are available on the village website, and parishioners are 
warmly encouraged to attend.

Basic logo
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THE 38th OTMOOR CHALLENGE – 2017
Incredible as it seems, 2017 marked the 38th Otmoor Challenge. The first Otmoor 
Challenge took place in 1980, organised by Colonel Ted Shephard, a villager and 
senior officer in the army at Bicester. In the early years, the army organised the 
event and runners got their own sponsorship for their own charities, but by 1985 
money was being raised for the village playing field – a grand total of £450 in that 
year. Since then, over £115,000 has been raised and distributed from our funds 
to local charities and good causes, and 2017 has allowed us to give money to the 
following organisations:

Sir George Croke Almshouses, Horton-cum-Studley £700.00

Millennium Hall, Horton-cum-Studley £1750.00

Friends of Beckley School, Beckley £450.00

Sobell House Hospice, Oxford £300.00

Thames Valley Air Ambulance £400.00

Oxfordshire Army Cadet Force £150.00

Garden Club, Horton-cum-Studley £510.00

Women’s Institute, Horton-cum-Studley £1050.00

St Barnabas Church, Horton-cum-Studley £700.00

TOTAL £6010.00

This is £210.00 more than the distribution in 2016.

Our thanks go, as ever, to all those of you who gave your time and effort to 
make the event a success again, and, from a chairman’s point of view, my especial 
thanks must go to all members of the committee, who work throughout the year 
to keep the Challenge going. We are in need of someone to take on the task of 
publicity for the Challenge – not an onerous job, but one where there is a need 
to be familiar with modern social media, so that we can spread the word more 
widely to runners and walkers. If you can spare a few hours, and are a whizz on 
the keyboard, give me a ring on 01865 358800 to discuss it. We are also interested 
to know what you, the villagers, think about the Challenge. What is good about 
it, or, alternatively, what do you dislike about it? Have you any suggestions as 
to how we could improve it? With the 40th Challenge coming up in 2019, how 
should we mark this momentous occasion?
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If you have any thoughts, please drop 
me an email on ajpen63@gmail.com, 
or even jot something down on paper 
and drop it into 2 Mill Lane. This is 
Horton-cum-Studley’s event, so as 
many ideas as possible, please.

Of course, don’t forget that the 2018 
Otmoor Challenge will take place on 
Saturday 2nd June. See you there! 

Andrew Pennington 

Chairman Otmoor Challenge Association

HORTON-CUM-STUDLEY W.I.

On Thursday 13th July, we had our 
annual group meeting with Stanton-
St-John and Otmoor W.I.s. Our W.I. 
members were the hostesses and the 
meeting was held in the Millennium 
Hall. The speaker, Analiza Jones, came 
to the UK from the Philippines and 
brought with her the skills of making 
handbags from the fibres of a native 
plant called Abaca. The talk was very 
interesting and enjoyed by everyone.

The meeting in August took the 
form of an afternoon tea, on a 
rainy, dismal day we were fortunate 
to have the hospitality of Rachel 
Hawes’s barn. We all sat comfortably 
at beautifully prepared tables and 
enjoyed scones, jam, cream and 
cakes. Dawn Taylor, President of 
Stanton-St-John W.I. came and told 
us about her visit to the National 
Federation Annual Meeting, which 
this year was held in Liverpool.

September saw us return to the 
Millennium Hall to hear the speaker, 
Ian Jones, talk of his experiences 

as a bomb disposal expert and his 
talk ‘40 years in bomb disposal and 
still 10 fingers’ gave everyone an 
extremely interesting account of 
his work.

In October, we had our open meeting 
when we invited members of other 
W.I.s in the area and non-members, 
including men, to come along for a 
taster of what we do in the W.I. This 
year our speaker was Tony Boffin, 
who spoke on the life and work of 
William Morris, Lord Nuffield. We 
were thrilled to welcome so many 
visitors and everyone seemed to 
enjoy the talk. Wine and nibbles 
were served after.

We do have some very good and 
interesting speakers and try to have a 
wide variety of topics. In the summer, 
we arrange theatre visits and outings 
to historical places of interest. If any 
lady in the village would like to join 
us, please contact Barbara Jewell, tel. 
351315. 

Barbara Jewell (President)
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Richard Wins Again: How Does He Do It?
Ten pumpkins arrived by 
wheelbarrow, carrier bag and, in the 
case of Richard Hawes, the back 
of his pick-up truck! The master 
pumpkin grower weighed in again 
with another beautiful specimen. 
It needed three men to lift his prize 
vegetable out of his vehicle and onto 
the scales to record an impressive 
128.6lbs. Our only hope for the rest 
of us is that it was smaller than last 
year (141.4lbs). 

David Prosser had to enlist the help 
of grandson George to deliver his 
99.2lb runner up, though he did 
suggest he had a much bigger one 
that was inaccessible in the middle of 
a nettle patch! He was awarded with 
a new very shiny (and big!) cup for 
second place. Thanks to the Otmoor 
Challenge for giving us the cup for 
our competition.

Bronwyn Van Zijl and Angie Pullinger 
produced their biggest pumpkins yet, 

with 82.6 and 48.8 lbs, respectively. 
Mary Stuck, with her 40.6lb first 
ever entry, won the Best Newcomer, 
and Zac Shannon grew a 28lb 
pumpkin that fitted perfectly into his 
wheelbarrow and was duly awarded 
with a prize for the Best Presented 
Pumpkin. This year Lewis Campbell 
almost doubled the size of his 
pumpkin from last year and weighed 
in at 45.4lbs. Next year, twice as big 
again please Lewis!

Cathy Jenkins and Alex Wood really 
need to do better! Their pumpkins will 
be simple to scoop out and will make 
lovely lanterns for Halloween, but 
at 18.4 and 12lbs were never going 
to win!

Keep going fellow pumpkin growers. 
Every year we are getting bigger and 
better. Hopefully we will get close to 
Richard next year! 

A big thank you to everyone who 
bought baby pumpkin plants from 
me back in June. We raised £200 
for Mind. Plants will be available 
again next June. Book early to avoid 
pumpkin disappointment in 2018!

Cathy Jenkins

Back row, L to R:  
Bronwyn Van Zijl, David Prosser,  
Alex Wood, Mary Stuck
Front row, L to R: Cathy Jenkins, Sophia 
Buttery, Francesca Buttery, Charlotte 
Easdale, Lewis Campbell, Zac Shannon
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The Tour of Britain
The Tour of Britain Cycle Race came to Horton-cum-Studley on  

Saturday 9th September. A great day was had by all!

Sara Mander

Remember, Remember ……… 
Fireworks Scare Horses and Pets!

Many animal, including dogs, cats and horses, find fireworks terrifying.  
Please warn your neighbours in advance if you will be having fireworks,  
so they can keep small pets indoors and move larger animals to safety.

ANOTHER VILLAGE LIMERICK

In September some cyclists flew by

They were gone in the blink of an eye

Off up the Straight Mile

(which had been shut for a while)

Glad to wave that diversion Good-bye!
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The Saga of Fred Pym

Have you sat in St Barnabas church 
and looked at the names on the 
wonderful memorial to the dead 
of World War 1? Twelve names of 
men from Horton-cum-Studley who 
died in the war. A few years ago, 
I decided to investigate who they 
were, and, as they were war dead, 
the logical place to start was the 
records of the Commonwealth War 
Graves Commission (CWGC). This, 
after some wild-goose chases through 
the lists, eventually came up with 
eleven names, all with a connection 
to Horton-cum-Studley, although 
connections with local regiments were 
less clear. Eventually, seven names 
were linked to service in the Ox 
& Bucks Light Infantry, one to the 
Queen’s Own Oxfordshire Hussars, 
one to the Royal Sussex and one to 
the 24th Battalion Australian Infantry. 

This left one name with no clear 
association to either a regiment or to 
Horton-cum-Studley – Fred Pym.

One thing had become clear during 
my research – the names on the 
memorial were not necessarily their 
full names, but also included names 
that they were known by locally. 
Additionally, the name on the 
memorial could be a second Christian 
name, rather than the first name 
under which the army or navy would 
register them. I tried various versions 
of Pym – Pymm, Pim, Pimm – and 
combinations of first names with Fred 
in them, finding, in the process, that 
a large number of the dead are only 
recorded by their initials. In all those 
that I tried, I could find no link with 
Horton-cum-Studley.

A few weeks ago, I decided to 
have another try at identifying 
the elusive Fred. One of the 
possibilities was a private 
soldier in the 25th Battalion of 
the Australian Infantry, Private 
Fredrick Pym, who died on 
the Somme battlefield on 14 
November 1916. In the UK, 
access to a soldier’s records is 
very difficult, not least because 
a large number were destroyed 
during the Blitz in World War 
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2. Australia, however, has made great 
efforts to digitise all their records, 
and complete individual files are 
available on line. Fredrick Pym’s file 
had 63 enclosures – but the magic 
moment came as a handwritten note 
on enclosure 59, where there was a 
line which referred to an aunt, Mrs 
S. Jones, in Horton-cum-Studley. 
Reading back in the file, the story of 
Fredrick Pym came out.

Born in 1895 in Tottenham, north 
London, Fred had no recorded father, 
and his mother abandoned him when 
he was only a month old. He was then 
brought up by his grandmother until 
he was 12, when she became ill and 
he was taken by an aunt, Mrs J. Pym, 
to Australia, settling in Mungana, 
a mining village near Chillagoe, in 
North Queensland. He enlisted in the 
25th Battalion on 16 February 1915, 
and fought in the Dardanelles before 
arriving in France. He was killed in 
the last days of the First Battle of the 
Somme, which 
started on 1 
July 1916. He 
is buried in the 
CWGC cemetery 
at Warlencourt, 
on the road 
between Albert 
and Bapaume. 
His Australian 
records show 

that he was promoted to temporary 
serjeant (the spelling used in those 
days) on 30 October 1916.

Armed with these details, I checked 
the Internet to find that Mungana had 
disappeared when its mine closed, 
so I looked at the nearest town, 
Chillagoe. There was definitely a war 
memorial there, so I emailed War 
Monuments Australia, who replied 
within 3 hours, confirming that Fred 
Pym ‘s name was on it, together with a 
photograph. I replied with an image of 
the St Barnabas memorial, confirming 
that Fred Pym was commemorated 
on both. 

I can find no reason why Fred was 
included on our memorial, and I 
can only assume that his aunt, Mrs 
S. Jones, asked that it should be 
included. But at least my mystery 
is  solved!

Andrew Pennington
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Village Photography Competition 2018 – Time to 
Start Taking Your Autumn and Winter Photos!

Entries are now open for the 2018 Horton-cum-Studley village photography 
competition. Send in your images taken around Horton-cum-Studley and 
Otmoor, depicting scenes of village life, people and animals, and classic 
village locations, suitable for use in our village calendar. The competition is 
open to residents of Horton-cum-Studley. Entries are limited to a maximum 
of 5 photos per person and close on 31st August 2018. Enquiries to Alexia 
Lewis [351025]. Please send your entries (high-resolution files please), with a 
title for each image to: hortoncumstudleyparishcouncil@gmail.com 

New police campaign asks everyone to  
‘open your eyes to abuse’

Thames Valley Police records three modern slavery crimes every week across 
Oxfordshire, Berkshire and Buckinghamshire. This statistic has been released as 
the force launches its new 18 month Hidden Harm campaign, urging members of 
the public to ‘open your eyes to abuse’.

It’s a common misconception that slavery doesn’t exist anymore or that it’s a 
crime that doesn’t affect us here in the UK, but this couldn’t be further from the 
truth. In the past two years, 120 modern slavery crimes have been recorded across 
Thames Valley, with victims being tricked or threatened into work and feeling 
unable to leave through fear or intimidation.

It could be happening where you live, so it’s really important that you recognise 
the signs that could indicate someone is a victim of this crime. They aren’t always 
obvious, but there’s some you can look out for. For example, someone looking 
scruffy or injured, acting anxiously or afraid, living in overcrowded or poorly 
maintained accommodation and working long hours or wearing unsuitable 
clothing.

We all have a role to play in keeping people safe. If you suspect something, no 
matter how small, report it. You can do this confidentially via the Modern Slavery 
Helpline on 08000 121 700 or to the police on 101 or 999 in an emergency.

For further information about the campaign please visit:  
www.thamesvalley.police.uk/hiddenharm
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Thank you!

Mike and Dot Fry would very much like to thank residents of Horton-cum-
Studley who kindly donated so generously to their ‘Team Altogether’ sponsored 
walk on Sunday 24th September. They raised £1,051 for Dementia Research and 
also had the honour of cutting the starting ribbon.

Michaelmas Fair
Thank you to Caroline and Colin Badger yet again for hosting the Michaelmas 
Fair at Manor Farm, and to Lynn and Lisa for organising such a successful 
afternoon.

Sara Mander
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Headington Fairtrade and Stanton-St-John Shops 

Appeal for Volunteers at 
Headington Fairtrade
We are a friendly and supportive 
group of people, who serve local 
customers Monday–Saturday, and 
the shop is already getting busier in 
the lead up to Christmas. If you have 
a few hours to spare once a week, or 
even once a month, please get in touch 
with Kate MacFarlane on 01865-
351086 or text her on 07952-589866 
or drop her an email at: katemacson@
hotmail.co.uk. Alternately, you can get 
in touch with Headington Fairtrade 
at: info@headingtonfairtrade.org.uk.  
You don’t have to operate the till 
if you’re not feeling confident, as 
we need help with other general 
duties. There will always be a trained 
volunteer on duty with you, and full 
training is given on a regular basis, 
so that your confidence will grow 
in leaps and bounds as you become 

familiar with the daily routine of 
being in the shop. 

Headington Fairtrade will be having 
a late opening on 30th November 
until 8 p.m. and will also be opening 
on Sunday afternoons in December. 
So, we are also looking for volunteers 
to help with some of these extra 
openings. Support fair-trade this 
Christmas.

The Village Shop
The Stanton-St-John village shop is 
also a good place to find a range of 
fairly traded products, as well as a 
vast range of everyday household 
goods for your convenience – on your 
doorstep.

Hope to see you at one or the other – 
or both!

Kate MacFarlane

Registration for Oxfordshire Artweeks 
May Festival 2018 is now open  

– CLOSING DATE for entries is the 31st December 2017

See www.artweeks.org or contact Jo Golding – Artweeks Administrator 
artweeks@artweeks.org or 01865-865596 for more details

Don’t miss your chance to take part: Artweeks is non-selective and open to 
all amateur and professional artists and craft makers living or working in 

Oxfordshire. Artweeks is also open to artists who live outside the county, but 
are members of an established Oxfordshire-based art group, society or guild. 

Artweeks festival is organised by a not for profit members company.
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Volunteers needed to teach digital skills

Do you want to make a difference to the lives of people in your community? You 
could teach basic digital skills to someone in your community and fit it around 
your busy life. 

Your county council is appealing for digital helper volunteers to teach basic digital 
skills to people with little or no experience of using computers or the internet. 
They volunteer in libraries, providing one-to-one support and encouragement to 
boost confidence and help people to help themselves. 

For further information, go to: www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/digitalhelper

Oxfordshire County Council’s  
DIY 1,2,3 for free scheme  

has changed

The previous scheme, which has been running at  
Household Waste Recycling Centres for 15 years, allowed  

residents to deposit up to three DIY waste items for free before  
being charged a small fee of £1 for each additional item. 

From the 1st October 2017, this has changed to a small fixed fee  
per item of £1.50 for most non-household or DIY items.

Residents can still deposit household waste for free at their  
local Household Waste Recycling Centre.

More information about the changes can be found online at:  
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/chargeablewaste
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Rights of Way 
Restoring the Record 

Free workshops for rights of way enthusiasts... 
Acknowledged experts, Phil Wadey and Sarah Bucks, will be presenting two workshops based 
on their book “Rights of Way – Restoring the Record”.  The aim of these training events is to 
enthuse, enable and empower rights of way researchers to make definitive map modification 
order applications to ensure that rights that would be 
extinguished in 2026 are saved for future generations to use. 
 
The day will concentrate on identifying routes, the key sources of 
evidence of historic ways, where that information is located, what 
it can tell us, and how a systematic research method can be 
employed to undertake this work. 
 
18 November 2017 Henley Town Hall, Henley On Thames, Oxon, RG9 2AQ 
Bookings & enquiries to Ellen Froggatt, e: ellenfroggatt@oss.org.uk 
 
19 November 2017 Bicester Hotel & Spa, Chesterton, Bicester, OX26 1TE 
Bookings & enquiries to Hannah Marsh, e: hannah.marsh@bhs.org.uk or t: 02476 840720 
 

Both course dates are free of charge but places are limited so 
must be booked in advance.  Arrival 9am for 9.30am start, 
finish 4.30pm.  
Tea and coffee is provided on arrival, lunch is not provided but 
can be purchased at the Bicester Hotel. There is free parking 
at Bicester Hotel, public parking should be used for Henley 
Town Hall.  
Delegates should bring a laptop (wi-fi provided) - tablets or 

smartphones may not be suitable for some training exercises - and OS  maps of your local area.  
 
The Open Spaces Society is Britain’s oldest national conservation body, founded in 1865. It 
campaigns to protect common land, town and village greens, open spaces and public paths and 
people’s rights to enjoy them. 
 
The British Horse Society is the UK's largest and most influential equestrian charity. We protect 
and promote the interests of all horses and those who care about them, including the 3.5 million 
people in the UK who ride or who drive a horse-drawn carriage. 

Sarah Bucks and Phil Wadey are authors of Rights of Way - Restoring the 
Record, a historic research guide. Copies of the book will be available to 
purchase at a discounted rate at both of these training days. 
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MINCE PIES & 
CHRISTMAS CHEER 

DECEMBER 

19

Millennium Hall,  
Horton-cum-Studley 
7.30pm  
The Millennium Hall Committee invite villagers to come together for a glass 
of mulled wine, a mince pie and Christmas cheer.  

No charge for admission but a collection will be held to raise money 
for charity



18

Support Beckley Primary School!

The Friends of Beckley School (FOBs) would love your help in supporting our 

local village school!

If you shop online, please help us by signing up to 
Easyfundrasing!
There are over 3,300 retailers, including Amazon, John Lewis, Booking.com, 

Tesco and Sainsbury’s, ready to give a free donation to Beckley School every time 

you shop online through Easyfundraising. It’s really simple, and doesn’t cost you 

anything. In the run up to Christmas, or just from normal online supermarket 

shopping, this could help raise a lot of money for the school. 

Go to: https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/beckleycofepsoxon/

Library books
FOBs would also welcome anyone local (especially ex alumni) to support FOBs 

with library book donations for the new school library. 

For more information please contact FOBs: Beckleyfobs@gmail.com

OXFORDSHIRE HOUSING SURVEY 2017 – please return your forms!
Oxfordshire County Council is currently carrying out a short, census-style 
survey of households occupying homes that were built in Oxfordshire within 
the last ten years. The survey asks questions about the characteristics of those 
moving to new homes in the county and the type of homes they have moved to. 
This information will provide the local authorities of Oxfordshire with up to 
date evidence about the type of infrastructure and services that will be needed 
to support further housing growth in the county and will assist them in their 
negotiations with developers about funding. 

Survey forms were sent out to most new households at the beginning of 
October, with a deadline for the return of completed forms of Friday 17th 
November. 

If you have received a form, would you kindly take a little time to complete 
and return it to Oxfordshire County Council. 

www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/ housingsurvey
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Don’t miss out – Working parents of 3 & 4 year olds

Working parents of 3 & 4-year-old 
children may be entitled to 30 hours 
free childcare per week. This includes 
those who are self-employed and some 
parents on zero hours contracts.

To find out if you are eligible visit: 
https://www.childcarechoices.gov.uk/

To join those already benefiting apply 
by the beginning of December for a 
January start.

The Family Information Service has 
information about childcare providers 
in your area. 

Visit: https://fisd.oxfordshire.gov.uk

GTs NEWS

On October 31st, Susan Canney has 
kindly agreed to talk to us about 
her conservation work with African 
elephants in Mali. It will be an 
informal evening hosted by Ruth at 
Attock House.

We are off to The New Theatre 
in Oxford to see Mama Mia in 
November.

Dry weather would be much 
appreciated to maximise our 
enjoyment of a visit to Waddesdon 
Manor in December. We will visit the 
Christmas markets in the afternoon 
and experience the Christmas lights in 
the grounds after dark.

Partners are invited to join us for 
supper in a local pub or restaurant 
in January. The venue has yet to be 
chosen.

To finish off this winter programme, 
Lyn Croft has offered to share with us 
how she made flowers from paper for 
this summer’s church festival.

For further details about GTs contact 
Ruth David on 01865-351444.

Ruth David
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HORTON-CUM-STUDLEY TENNIS CLUB

We had a great day celebrating the 
25th Anniversary of the tennis club, 
with the three chairmen, Peter Burge, 
Anne Stearns and Sara Mander, 
present. It was a great day, with 
fantastic support from the village, and 
as always thank you to the committee 
for helping to organise a special day. 

A date for your diaries. The AGM for 
the tennis club is being held at Studley 
Wood Golf Club on Thursday 18th 
January 2018 – all are welcome to 
come, members and non-members. 

Sara Mander (Chairman)

The Three Chairmen!

Local Fundraiser to Watch
Shaun Scott from Forest Hill is fundraising for the FireFighters’ Charity. 
He ran the Oxford Half Marathon on 8 October 2017, and will be running 
the London Marathon 2018 carrying a bicycle, as a sign of respect to the 
Firefighters at Grenfell and nationally, who take such risks in the service of 
others, and acknowledging the burdens that they and their leaders carry. 
Please support this fundraising 
appeal by donating via JustGiving or 
JustTextGiving (details below) or at the 
collection point at the Stanton Village 
Shop. Thank you! 

To read Shaun’s story go to: www.
justgiving.com/GiveItUpforFirefighters

To make a donation: text “TTFC 67 
£5” to 70070 (or £any amount)

Follow Shaun at: @upyrbike and on 
Facebook
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Otmoor Archaeological & Historical Society

WEDNESDAY, 6th DECEMBER 2017: 8.00 p.m. – ISLIP VILLAGE HALL 
Dr Carl Champness (Oxford Archaeology - South) –  

“The St. Aldates Excavations”

WEDNESDAY, 7th FEBRUARY 2018: 8.00 p.m. – ISLIP VILLAGE HALL 
Dr A. Johnson – “Recent survey work in the Woodeaton Roman Temple field,  

and new thoughts on the Islip Roman villa”

WEDNESDAY, 7th MARCH 2018: 8.00 p.m. – ISLIP VILLAGE HALL  
Owen Green (Earth Sciences, Oxford) –  

“A dip in the Jurassic Seas of Oxfordshire”

All welcome

HORTON-CUM-STUDLEY GARDENING CLUB 

Our final meeting of the year is on 
Tuesday 21st November at 8pm in 
the Millennium Hall, when Ron Jacob 
will talk about “A year behind the 
scenes at Waterperry Gardens”. 

The committee is becoming very 
concerned about the future of the 
club and is preparing a flyer to send 
round to all members. This will be 
discussed at the November meeting 
and the AGM where we hope to make 
a decision on our future. We need new 
and younger members to keep going 
as we are.

For further information please contact 
Richard Hawes on 01865-351540.

Richard Hawes
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NEWS FROM ST BARNABAS CHURCH

Michaelmas Fair
On Saturday 30th September was the 
annual Michaelmas Fair, generously 
hosted and supported by the Badger 
family. As usual, the event was a 
lovely occasion with many families 
and other villagers coming along to 
experience this once-a-year country 
event. Produce, cake, raffle, gifts, 
games and toys, and book stalls all 
contributed to the success – topped off 
with homemade soup and rolls – and 
we raised an encouraging £676. The 
highlight of the show, the Pumpkin 
Weigh-in, saw Richard Hawes once 
again crowned champion. It was so 
heavy we can’t even recall the weight! 
Well done Richard! Anyone know the 
secrets to his success? Thank you to 
everyone who helped and supported. 
We look forward to seeing you again 
next year.

Harvest Festival
The St Barnabas Harvest Festival 
Service took place on Sunday 8th 
October. The Church had been 
beautifully decorated by Rachel 
Hawes, Annabel Hichens, Rita Turner 
and Lyn Croft. All gifts of food 
have been gratefully received by the 
Thame Food Bank. Money from the 
collection has been donated to the 
Sobell House Hospice Appeal, to 
raise £40,000 for their new dementia 
friendly clinic and garden annex.
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Christmas 2017
December 3rd will be family 
Christingle service. Please come along 
and celebrate, making your own 
Christingle. This is a child-friendly 
service.

Sunday 24 December will be the Crib 
Service. Come along with your torch 
to celebrate the birth of Christ, where 
the children build the nativity before 
your eyes. Any child wishing to assist 
in the service, either bringing up a crib 
figure, or assisting in short prayers, 
or readings, then please contact Lynn 
on 358838. The more kids, to assist, 
the merrier. Please encourage your 
children to join in. This is the start 
of Christmas and such a wonderful 
service. Times will be finalised in 
December.

Horton-cum-Studley 
Facebook Group
I have set up a closed Horton-
cum-Studley Facebook group. It is 
another way to share information 
about events and services we are 
having at St Barnabas. I hope it 
will spread wider than St Barnabas 
to all the clubs and groups within 
the village, as another way to keep 
in touch with what is happening 
in our community. It is a closed 
group, so only our friends and 
neighbours will be accepted to join 
the group and see/share posts. If 

you already use Facebook search for 
‘Horton cum Studley Village Group’ 
and request to join. 

Contact
The vicar, the Rev Andrew Pritchard-
Keens (07944-522098), and the 
churchwardens, Lynn Whitaker 
(358838) and Andrew Payne 
(351018), would be pleased to talk 
to anyone who wants to know more 
about the church, or who would 
appreciate support from church 
members.

Carol Welch (358122)

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

ARBOCARE  
TREE SURGERY LTD 

Qualified and Experienced Arborists 

Established over 25years  

Contractors to the National Trust 

Crown reductions * Thinning 

Felling * Hedge Trimming *  Stump Grinding 

Decay Detection & Tree Reports 
 

Free Phone: 0808 1555815 

Mb: 07778811136 
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24

AGE UK OXFORDSHIRE
Home Support Options offer a range 
of flexible and practical solutions, 
tailored to meet your individual 
needs. They provide support at home 
with anything from helping to keep 
your home clean and tidy, laundry, 
changing the bed, meal preparation, 
assistance with getting out and about 
and to appointments, collecting 
prescriptions, to companionship and 
much more. Age UK understands that 
sometimes a little help at home can 
make an enormous difference to your 
quality of life. All the staff undertake 
a full induction and training, and are 
all criminal record checked. Age UK 
local hub coordinators provide a pre-
service assessment, where they will 
visit you in your home to talk about 
what support you feel you are in need 
of and how the service may be able to 
help you.

The cost of the service is £17 per 
hour and you will be required to have 
a minimum of 1 hour support per 
week. Mileage of 45p is payable when 
transport is provided or a trip is made 
by a Home Support Worker on your 
behalf. Home Support Options do 
not provide personal care. If you have 
any questions or would like to find 
out more please contact the enquiry 
line on 0333 577 1044 or email 
amygreenway@ageukoxfordshire.org.
uk

Top Tips for Avoiding Scams
1. Do not rush into anything. If you 

think you have been offered a great 
deal, do not agree to it immediately.

2. Make sure the company is 
reputable. Before you commit to 
buying, check the seller. Does the 
company give a contact number 
that works and a postal address, 
and is it a member of a trade 
association? You can check at 
www.fca.org.uk/register or call 
0800 111 6768.

3. Be wise to cold call scams. Ignore 
unsolicited invitations, such as 
letters, emails or phone calls 
offering a brilliant investment or 
saying you have won a lottery. 
Contact the Mailing Preference 
Service on 0845 703 4599. 

4. Be aware of new pension scams. 
New rules allowing people to 
access their pension pots from age 
55 have brought with them new 
scams. 

5. Report it. Anyone can be taken 
in by a scam, so do not feel 
embarrassed or ashamed if it 
happens to you. If you think you 
have been scammed or you have 
spotted a scam, report it to the 
police and contact Action Fraud on 
0300 123 2040.

Also, you can refer to ageuk.org.uk/
money-matters/consumer-advice/
scams-advice/

Ann Stearns – Parish Link for  

Age UK Oxfordshire
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Country Column

We seem to have had a mixed 
summer this year, although 
on average quite good. The 
harvests have been mixed, 
hay crops a bit on the light 
side; however, there has been 
enough grass for the livestock.

Rape and cereals have been 
good. But what looked 
like being an early harvest 
changed, with a lot of rain at 
the beginning of August and 
through the month delaying 
harvesting, but more seriously 
affecting the quality of the 
milling wheat, which may affect 

the flour prices. Finally, there 
are some big crops of maize 
about.

The vegetable garden has done 
well, but has needed some 
extra watering. Fruit trees 
have had some very heavy 
crops, and what has been 
prominent is the very vigorous 
growth on the hedges.

October has been a warmer 
than usual month and is 
providing some lovely colour 
in our woods and hedges, 
hopefully we won’t have too 
many strong winds to spoil  

the display.

Richard Hawes



26

Crossword1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10

11

12 13 14

15

16 17 18

19 20 21

22 23 24

25

26 27 28

29 30

31 32

33

Autumn 2017
Across

Bar of soap (6,6)1
Egyptian water lily found 
among tools (5)

8

Loos medley for one person 
(4)

11

Film studio department (8)12
Hubble and Starr shared 
name (5)

14

Craggy peak seen on grotty 
return journey (3)

15

Topped criticism just to 
make certain (6)

16

Question ska medley (3)19
Vehicle returns in subway (3)20
Where young fish learn (6)22
Tiny soldier (3)25
Word finder (5)26

TV repeat (3,5)28
Source of inside info? (4)29
Skin-care brand whose name 
is Latin for "snow-white" (5)

31

Fancy, aunt Tootsies rather 
theatrical (12)

33

Down
Check flower returning as 
something else (13)

1

Speed (7)2
Diverts sour tree (8)3
Thatchers (7)4
You might do this to a salad 
(4)

5

Esther having good times in 
Swiss town (5)

6

Nothing squared cubed (3)7
So dole out lots and lots (6)9

So main suction is drawn 
into holier than thou high hat 
(13)

10

Some brothers (5)13
Hug top to bottom. Yuck! (3)17
Key component (5)18
Old flame chases up girl in 
extension (6)

19

Zealot (8)21
Tree footing (3,4)23
Mountains of British 
Columbia (7)

24

Pictures of health? (5)27
Season to be jolly (4)30
Needle (3)32
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All completed entries 
to Pauline Cox at Grove 
House, Horton Hill, by 
30th November 2017. 
The first correct entry 

drawn after the closing 
date wins a bottle of 
wine, so be sure to 
put your name and 

house on your entry! 
The winner of the last 
crossword competition 

was Gill Perkins.

If you would like the 
answers you can 

email me at pauline@
plcfitness.co.uk after 

the closing date.

Good luck!
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CHICKEN WITH MANGO AND GINGER

Serves 4

4 skinless chicken breasts

120 g tub fresh mango chunks, 
keep juice

Marinade

1 level tablespoon fresh chopped 
ginger 

2 tablespoons sesame oil

Juice and zest of 1 lime

1 dessertspoon soy sauce

1 large garlic chopped

1 tablespoon chopped coriander

Seasoning

Sauce

2 large eggs

2 tablespoons lemon juice

250 ml chicken stock

Seasoning

A few hours before you plan to eat, 
slice the chicken breasts and place 
them in the marinade turning the 
chicken pieces from time to time.

To make the sauce, pre-heat the oven 
to its lowest setting. Bring the stock 
to the boil and pour into a large cold 
ovenproof jug, let it cool a little and 
then add the lemon juice. In another 
bowl, beat the eggs and then whisk 
them into the jug of chicken stock. 
Put the jug in the oven and then whisk 
the eggs every 20 minutes – it should 
thicken in about an hour and a half. 

Warm the mango chunks and keep 
them warm with their juice.

Drain the chicken from the marinade 
and dry fry until the pieces are brown. 
Add the mango chunks. 

Check the sauce for seasoning, whisk 
it once again and the pour the sauce 
over the chicken. Sprinkle with 
coriander and serve with rice.

Elizabeth Kenworthy-Browne
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HOME PHYSIOTHERAPY SERVICE

Physiotherapy in your own home with an experienced local physiotherapist.  
Established 20 years. Conditions treated – neurological problems, falls and balance, and 

post-surgery recovery. 

Contact Judy Delafield on 07768-877568.  
Email/website: judy@home-physio.co.uk/www.home-physio.co.uk

HORTON-CUM-STUDLEY TODDLER GROUP

At the Millennium Hall, Horton-cum-Studley, 10–11.30am on alternate Mondays.

Contact: Laura – laurabadger@hotmail.com

HANDMADE GREETINGS CARDS FOR SALE IN HORTON

I recycle wrapping paper to create a range of unique collages. Generic and birthday styles 
are available. Individual card: £1. Pack of 5: £4.50. Pack of 10: £8.50.

Please email Caroline at cjgharrison08@googlemail to see samples and express interest.

VILLAGE RARE-BREED CHARCUTERIE

We have produce available from our Oxford Sandy and Black pigs.

Contact Andy & Liz Campbell, White Gate, Church Lane, Horton-cum-Studley, 
call or text on 07855-300701, email: otmoorpigcharcuterie@gmail.com, website: 

otmoorpigcharcuterie.com

Happy to drop off locally, call in if passing by, or come and see us at Wolvercote farmers 
market.

REFLEXOLOGY TREATMENTS WITH CATRIN

Hourly sessions in Horton-cum-Studley

For more details please get in touch: 07960659314/ 
angelcolours5@yahoo.com

Village Classifieds

Live in Horton-cum-Studley? Have 
something for sale? Or a service/business 

you want to promote? Free of charge? 
Yes? Then this section is for you! 

Send your short text advert to the 
editor at claudettedoe@yahoo.
co.uk by 16 February 2018 for 
inclusion in the March issue.
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Cherwell District Council

Your District Councillors are:
Tim Hallchurch – email: cllr.timothy.hallchurch@cherwell-dc.gov.uk
Simon Holland – email: cllr.simon.holland@cherwell-dc.gov.uk
David Hughes – email: cllr.david.hughes@cherwell-dc.gov.uk

Police and Crime Commissioner
Anthony Stansfeld is the police and crime commissioner for the Thames Valley 
Police force area. Anthony has lived in Newbury all his life. He is a West Berkshire 
Councillor, and was a member of Thames Valley Police Authority. Anthony has a 
career in both the military and in industry.

Ambrosden 
A housing scheme proposed for Ambrosden can go ahead subject to the developer 
contributing, amongst other things, to schooling and open space. On Thursday 28 
September, Cherwell District Council’s planning committee granted permission for 
a development of 85 homes, subject to legal agreement. Of these, 35 per cent will 
be classed as affordable homes. The application site is arable land south east of 
Ambrosden, adjacent to the recently completed Springfield Farm development. 

Tim Hallchurch MBE 

01865-377099  

Web site: www.otmoor.co.uk

HORTON-CUM-STUDLEY MILLENNIUM HALL
The Horton-cum-Studley Millennium Hall is run by a group of volunteers.  
If you are interested in joining the management committee or would like to 
help with its maintenance, we are always looking for new volunteers. 

If you would like to volunteer or book the hall, please email the bookings 
secretary on hcshallbookings@gmail.com or call +44-7494-208042 – please be 
aware, as we are all volunteers, it could take 24–48 hours to get back to you.

You might also like to visit our website for further information:  
http://www.horton-cum-studley-village-hall.org/

Lorraine Dixon
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Quainton Combined Training Champion  
Retains Her Title!

Jenna Zan and her super horse Kanni took part in the Quainton Stud Combined 
Training Championship (dressage and show-jumping) on 7th October, having won 
the championship here last year. The pair put in a fantastic performance to win 
their competition and don the champions sash for a second year. Congratulations!

Otmoor Riding Group (358363) 

Horton-cum-Studley Village Newsletter is published three times a year by the Parish Council.

Would all regular contributors please submit copy by e-mail.

Next issue deadline is 16 February 2018. 

Send your views, letters, photos to Claudette Doe at claudettedoe@yahoo.co.uk

Views expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily those of the Parish Council.

Design by Jenna Zan @ Zed • Print/Produced by Parchment

Published by H-c-S Parish Council 2017.  

For enquiries regarding delivery, please contact Richard and Rachel Hawes on 01865 351540.



Chris Pugh’s Winning 
Pumpkin 114 lbs by Cathy 
Jenkins

Hot Air Balloon by 
Alison Barnes

Misty Morning Walk 
by Justin Davey

Seasonal Crafts At The 
Village Toddler Group by 

Laura Mermet-Burnet



Harvesting By  
The Evening Sun  
by Laura Mermet-
Burnet

Bee Friendly by  
Georgina Lewis

A Scarlet Tiger Moth 
On THE Grass in Mill 
Lane by Cathy Jenkins

My Friend  
At The Bottom 

Of The Garden by 
Christine Curtis


