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 Victory for Richard!
This year saw the best ever crop of 
giant pumpkins with victory, and the 
POTY (Pumpkin Of The Year) Trophy, 
going to Richard Hawes……….at 
last! It was only possible to heave his 
99.4 lb beauty onto the scales with 
the help of Andre Van Zijl. Second 
and third places went to Jill Baker and 
Cathy Jenkins, who produced grand 
specimens that weighed in at 60 lbs 
and 50.6 lbs. These were their biggest 
pumpkins yet and both had thought 
they were in with a good chance 
of victory until news of Richard’s 
monster filtered around the village!

Malcolm Gomm entered for the first 
year and his 32.4 lb pumpkin would 
have won the competition in 2010. 
Mike Fry and Len Ward entered a 
respectable 24.4 lb joint entry, and 
Angie Pullinger won the knobbliest 
award with her ugly 11.4 lbs. Special 

mention must go to Chris Squire 
who has struggled over the past few 
years, for numerous reasons, to grow 
any sort of a pumpkin. This year she 
presented for weighing a yellow egg-
sized pumpkin, which failed to register 
on the scales! Better luck next time 
Chris! Pierre Van Zijl did, however, 
win the guess the weight of the 
pumpkin competition and staggered 
off with a 35.2 lb big pumpkin prize. 

Thank you to everyone who 
participated in this competition. It 
has been great fun and we have raised 
£200 for Heads Up, a head and neck 
cancer charity. Hope you will all enter 
next year and others may be tempted 
to give it a go. Richard claims his 
pumpkin received very little attention 
so there is hope for us all next year. 
Has there ever been a bigger pumpkin 
grown in Horton-cum-Studley? 

Gigaclear is interested in hearing your views and opinions on ultrafast 
fibre broadband. They have commissioned Insight Oxford to undertake 
some market research with people who have, and have not, signed up for 
ultrafast fibre broadband within their community. 

If you would like to participate in the focus group discussions or a telephone 
interview during November please visit 

http://bit.ly/insightoxford 
to register your interest. 

Those who attend will receive £30 (focus group)/ £15 (interview) as a  
thank you for their time and contribution.
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PARISH COUNCIL REPORT

At the annual parish meeting in June, Basil Lyster announced his resignation from 

the Chair of the Otmoor Challenge Committee. He has been a driving force of 

the Challenge since its inception and the Parish Council welcome this opportunity 

to formally thank him for all his hard work. We are now looking for someone to 

take over the job of coordinating all the various activities of this important village 

event and so if anyone would like to take on this role the Parish Council would 

very much like to hear from them. The Council also owes a big thank you to Sara 

Mander for bringing new vision to the Fete part of the Otmoor Challenge day. 

The Fete has grown considerably under Sara’s organization and we are very sorry 

to learn that she is stepping down from this role.

On the 27th July, one of our PCSOs (Michael Roberts) carried out a speed check 

on Horton Hill and recorded speeds varying from 16 to 42 mph. He will soon be 

returning and has been asked to do similar checks not only on Horton Hill but 

also on the Brill Rd and Oakley Rd at rush hour times. The Council is keen to set 

up a Speed Watch in the village, which has been requested by many residents who 

returned questionnaires to form the basis of a Village Plan.

A parishioner has commented on the dirty sign posts in the village. We have 

received a quote for cleaning them from Oxfordshire Highways, which was £400 

for half a day’s work. Another parishioner has made the suggestion that it might 

be possible to run a scheme of ‘adopt a sign and keep it clean’ and so if anyone 

would like to adopt a sign adjacent to their house we would be grateful if they 

would clean it.

On Thursday 25th September we welcomed our MP, Dr John Howell. 

Unfortunately, only nine villagers attended but it was a lively evening of question 

and answer, and his contributions were greatly appreciated. There was a 

unanimous feeling that he should be invited to speak at the Annual Parish meeting 

in June 2015.

Barbara Jewell
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HORTON-CUM-STUDLEY TENNIS CLUB 

We have had a very successful 
year with the Tennis club, 
matches, club nights and of 
course the coaching always 
very popular and great fun; I 
would like to thank Bronwyn 
for all her hard work 
organizing the coaching. It is a 
great club and has been going 
now for 32 years, but we do 
need the support from the 
village. Many young families 
now have moved into the 
village and it is a great way 
to meet people, and always 
lots of laughs and fun during 
the coaching weeks especially. 
So I would like to thank the 
committee for all there continued hard work and support,  
and we look forward to seeing you on the courts next year!

Our AGM takes place 
at Studley Wood Golf 
Club on Tuesday 13th 
Jan 2015 at 8 pm. All 
welcome!

Best Wishes, 

Sara Mander  

(Chairperson)

Tennis – the chefs!

Tennis in the rain!
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Parish Council Minutes
Minutes from each Parish Council meeting are uploaded to the village 

website:

http://horton-cum-studley.org.uk/

You do not need a login to view anything on the website. You only need a 
login if you wish to post an event or an article.

 The Good-Hearted Bikers

On a couple of weekends per year you might well do a double take as you 

pass the tranquil setting of the Millennium Hall Playing Field. Out of the 

Otmoor mists a crowd of motorbikes, tents and people appear, and fill the 

field from end to end. Who are these unlikely visitors? Sources have described 

them as ‘good hearted’ and ‘generous’. So now is the time to tell you a little 

more. These admirable folk are the Caldarium Motor Cycle Club, based in 

Oxford, who spend many hours each year raising money for local services for 

children with special needs. Their get together in the village is not only a social 

event but also their regular fundraiser for two special local charities: Seesaw (a 

bereavement service for children who have lost family members) and Flexicare 

(a babysitting service for special needs children). So far, the club has raised 

£34,392 for their Oxfordshire charities, as well as delivering 12,583 Easter 

eggs and 5844 cuddly toys for the children. Very impressive indeed! We hope 

to welcome these local heroes to our village for many years to come! 
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Social Evenings at the Golf Club

The Social Evenings held at the Golf Club continue to take place on the 4th 
Friday of every month; however, during the winter months the chef would 
appreciate it if people could pre-order in advance to minimise the potential 
waste in the quieter months.

For more information contact Tom on tom@studleywoodgolfclub.co.uk or 
call the Golf Club on 01865-351122.

Protect Rural Oxfordshire (PRO)

Did you know that current plans for the county include 80,000 new jobs, 90,000 

more residents and 100,000 more houses – all within the next 17 years? This 

proposed growth in housing is the equivalent of every town and village increasing 

in size by 40%.

The Oxfordshire Branch of the Campaign to Protect Rural England is concerned 

about how the speed and scale of this development could cause irretrievable 

damage to our landscape and local communities, and the impact it will have on 

already over-stretched services and infrastructure, particularly in rural areas.

It has launched a campaign – Protect Rural Oxfordshire (PRO) – to fight for a 

more sustainable vision for the future of the county.

To find out more see our website (www.cpreoxon.org.uk) or follow us 

on Facebook (www.facebook.com/CPREOxfordshire) or Twitter (@

CPREOxfordshire) and sign up to our monthly e-news bulletin (E: administrator@

cpreoxon.org.uk / T: 01865-874780)



MONDAYS

MILLENIUM VILLAGE HALL, H-C-S !

10 - 11.30 AM!

£1 PER FAMILY!

BABIES AND PRESCHOOLERS WELCOME TO PLAY 

AND RUN OFF STEAM WHILE GROWN UPS 

 SOCIALISE AND EAT CAKE. 

OLDER CHILDREN WELCOME IN SCHOOL HOLIDAYS. 

PLAYGROUP
HORTON-CUM-STUDLEY

Contact

Angela Lee

Angelalee2@icloud.com
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GTs NEWS

A trip to Carousel at The Oxford Playhouse is scheduled for October 27th, 
wine tasting in December to help us with our wine choices for Christmas, and 
working off the excesses of the festive season with ten-pin bowling in Bicester 
in January. Brookes University is restarting its themed dinner evenings in 
February and we will be block booking tables for the 26th.

If you are not already a GT member and would like further information please 
contact Ruth David on 351444.

MONDAYS

MILLENIUM VILLAGE HALL, H-C-S !

10 - 11.30 AM!

£1 PER FAMILY!

BABIES AND PRESCHOOLERS WELCOME TO PLAY 

AND RUN OFF STEAM WHILE GROWN UPS 

 SOCIALISE AND EAT CAKE. 

OLDER CHILDREN WELCOME IN SCHOOL HOLIDAYS. 

PLAYGROUP
HORTON-CUM-STUDLEY

Contact

Angela Lee

Angelalee2@icloud.com

Think! Do you really need your outside lights on? Let’s 
preserve our dark skies and enjoy the stars. Be more 

environmentally friendly by turning outside lights off. 
Turn them off and stop light pollution keeping others 

awake all night. 

ANOTHER VILLAGE LIMERICK
In Horton there is an old fable

‘Net will come on optical cable

But if you want it to stay

You must every day play

On your wonderful new ping-pong table
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HORTON-CUM-STUDLEY W.I.

Our venue for our summer garden 
party was the home of Mrs Linda 
Marshall. The sun shone as the 
members arrived and the tea laid 
out in the pretty garden looked very 
inviting. As the afternoon progressed 
clouds gathered and rain followed. 
This, however, did not deter the ladies 
from singing a hearty rendering of 
‘Happy Birthday’ to Mrs Marjorie 
Perry and presenting her with a cake, 
before retreating into the house. 
The afternoon concluded with our 
Secretary, Mrs Susan Cope, giving an 
interesting report on her attendance at 
the National A.G.M. and Conference. 
A coach outing to Windsor was held 
in August. The weather was fine and 
members were able to enjoy the castle 
and its many attractions and, for those 
who desired, a bit of retail therapy.

The autumn season began with a 
cookery demonstration given by 
Kelly Mauger, cooking co-ordinator 
at Denman College. Members were 
shown how to make macaroons, the 
new popular small cake, and piped 
meringues using a variety of colours. 
This was much enjoyed by the ladies 
who after the demonstration were 
able to sample the cakes. In October 
our focus was again food, Mrs Moira 
Byast gave a fascinating talk on the 
history and development of food from 

pre-Saxon time to the invention of 
the gas oven. Mrs Byast also brought 
a range of food samples made in 
the style of earlier centuries, which 
members were able to taste.

On October the 30th, we will be 
hosting the Waterperry Group 
Meeting. The speaker will be Kate 
Lacey, her talk will be entitled From 
Guns to Hearts and Roses. Mrs Lacey 
is a very entertaining speaker and non-
members are invited to attend. The 
meeting commences at 7.30 pm in the 
Millennium Hall.

Next year will be the centenary of 
the Women’s Institute. Mrs Jane 
Robinson, who is writing the official 
history of the W.I., will be speaking 
at our November meeting. This will 
be an open meeting and non-members 
are welcome to attend.

Our meetings are held on the second 
Tuesday each month. New members 
are very welcome. Please contact me 
for further details.

Beryl Fleming (President) 358805 
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HORTON-CUM-STUDLEY GARDENING CLUB 

AUTUMN 2014
We have had a very successful summer 
programme starting with a visit to 
Springhill House, Hethe, near Bicester. 
A fairly large garden, with plenty 
to interest everyone, and tea and 
cake to finish. Once again we had a 
good show of plants for the Otmoor 
Challenge plant stall, including some 
80 tomato plants, which all sold. 
The leftover plants were donated 
to Beckley for their Open Day. Very 
many thanks to those who gave plants 
and helped run the stall on the day. 

Our coach trip at the end of June was 
to Hampshire and the 5 acre garden 
of Bramdean House, Alresford, with 
mirror image herbaceous borders, a 
large walled vegetable garden, and 
over 40 varieties of sweet pea. We 
then moved to Hinton Ampner, a 
National Trust property, where we 
were able to have lunch or sit and 
eat our picnics and admire the views. 
After lunch, we had a guided tour of 
the gardens and were able to visit the 
ground floor of the house, but not 
upstairs due to damage sustained in 
the winter. 

Our final garden visit was to the 
Botanic Gardens for a guided tour of 
the newly developed beds, needless 
to say the Merton Borders were very 
impressive.

Our summer programme finished 
with the ever popular members 
evening, but with a change. This year 
we visited the grounds of Shotover 
House, Wheatley, and sat at the front 
of the house overlooking the lake for 
our cheese and wine on a pleasant 
summer evening. Many thanks to 
Mr and Mrs Alexander Stanier for 
allowing us to visit their lovely home.

By the time you read this we will have 
had our first winter meeting; and the 
next one will be on Tuesday 18th 
November. 

For any further information please 
contact Richard Hawes 01865 351540

Photo by Alison Barnes
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For 6 people

Ingredients:

6 large ripe William (or similar) pears

1½ oz sultanas

1½ oz pine nuts

3 oz chopped stem ginger

3 level dessertspoons honey

1 oz unsalted butter

¼ approx. pint dry white wine

6 dessertspoons of the stem ginger 
syrup

5 oz redcurrant jelly

Method:

➢ Peel the pears thinly.

➢ Cut a thin slice from the base of 
each pear so that each one stands 
up.

➢ Remove ¾–1” lid from each pear 
(keep the lids) and scoop out the 
core and pips.

➢ Mix the sultanas, pine nuts, honey 
and stem ginger together, and 
spoon into the pears. Pop the lids 
backs on.

➢ Grease an ovenproof dish with the 
butter, and put the stuffed pears 
and remaining sultana mixture in 
as well. 

➢ Pour the white wine over the pears 
and cover with tin foil. Cook at 
180–190 °C (350–375 °F, gas mark 
4–5) for 30 minutes or until tender.

➢ When cooked place the pears on a 
dish and keep warm in the oven.

➢ Heat up and dissolve the redcurrant 
jelly and ginger syrup in the 
cooking juices. 

➢ Pour over the pears and serve.

Elizabeth Kenworthy-Browne

POACHED STUFFED PEARS
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Village Classifieds

HORTON PETCARE SERVICES

Now offers DOG GROOMING. From bath and tidy to full groom, clipping to hand 
stripping, in addition to our other services in caring for your pets. Fully insured, City 

& Guilds qualified. Contact Lynn Whitaker 01865 358838 or 07795 550851. E-mail – 
lyndawhitaker@btinternet.com

PILATES FOR MEN

Every Tuesday 7.30pm – 8.30pm

Grove House, Horton Hill

Spaces limited – booking essential

For more information or to reserve a place, ring Pauline: 01865 351367 or 07710 588367

J C GARDEN MAINTENANCE

Planting, weeding, pruning small trees & shrubs. Fence repairs, painting 
wooden garden buildings. Power washing paving, paths, decking and much 

more. Contact Jim Caple 07958 459876 or 01865 351257 for an informal chat. 
Email – jimcaple123@hotmail.co.uk 

Experienced, Qualified, Insured.

Live in Horton-cum-Studley? Have 
something for sale? Or a service/business 

you want to promote? Free of charge? 
Yes? Then this section is for you! 

Send your short text advert to the 
editor at claudettedoe@yahoo.

co.uk by February 14th 2015 for 
inclusion in the November issue.

Mobile library
The Mobile Library stops at The Forge from 13:50 to 14:05, and at Mill Lane from 14:10 
to 14:25, on the following Thursdays:

November: 13, 27 December: 11 January: 8, 22

February: 5, 19 March: 5



 

 

 

MULLED WINE, MINCE 
PIES & CHRISTMAS 
CHEER  

Millennium Hall,
Horton-cum-Studley 
7.30pm  
 
The Millennium Hall Committee invites villagers to come together for a glass of 
mulled wine, a mince pie and Christmas cheer.  
 
No charge for admission but a collection and raffle will be held to raise money for Sir 
Michael Sobell House Hospice 

22
DECEMBER 
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Proposal for an Intimate Space at the Millennium Hall, 
Horton-cum-Studley

On Thursday 12 June 2014, I read 
out a proposal at the Parish Council 
Annual General Meeting for Horton-
cum-Studley. My proposal was titled 
The Otmoor Meeting Place. I am 
suggesting that a committee be formed 
with the express purpose of creating a 
covered area next to the kitchen at the 
Millennium Hall. The way in which 
this is created depends not only on 
funding, but also on the aspirations of 
the village as a whole. Many people 
have expressed a desire for a focal 
point in our village. The data collected 
via the Village Questionnaire strongly 
supported the need for a pub/eatery/
shop. I will be attending the next 
Millennium Hall committee meeting 
in October 2014 to see if this is a 
possibility.

It would be great to sell refreshments 
such as sandwiches, toasted panini, 
salads, cakes, ice creams (possibly), 
tea, coffee and cool drinks to locals 
and passing trade. I am sure it would 
increase the membership of the tennis 
club, bookings for the hall, use of 
the playing fields and provide lots 
of much needed social opportunities 
for the elderly and the very young in 
this area. The tennis club is run by 
a dedicated committee who would 
gladly liaise more intimately with 

the Millennium Hall Committee in 
order to boost funds and create more 
opportunities for young and old alike 
to get fit, play competitive tennis and 
have fun. It would be wonderful to, 
once more, have a soccer club and 
cricket club in the village. With this 
in mind, I went and had a look at the 
Brill Sports and Social Club to see 
what is possible. Anything is possible 
with enough enthusiasm! We already 
have the infrastructure to create 
something very special in Horton-
cum-Studley that would serve the 
whole of Otmoor.

I propose that we open the 
Millennium Hall on a trial basis from 
1st April 2015 – offering light lunches, 
tea and snacks on weekdays from 
11.30 a.m. until 4.30 p.m. There is 
a possibility that the Village Shop in 
Stanton-St-John will open a shelf of 
products to sell as a ‘mini branch’. 

If you would like to support this 
initiative, please get in touch. 

Kate MacFarlane

katemacson@hotmail.co.uk

01865-351086/ 07952-589866/ 

8 Forge Close, Horton-cum-Studley
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NEWS FROM ST BARNABAS CHURCH 

Events
Autumn Fair
The Autumn Fair took place at the 
end of September in fairly warm 
weather and went well. It was held, by 
kind invitation of Colin and Caroline 
Badger, in a barn at Manor Farm. 
Lots of people came to share the 
atmosphere and the tasty soups. Cakes 
sold well, and people bought gifts 
and raffle tickets. Visitors turned over 
books, bought plants and produce, 
and browsed bric-a-brac looking for 
bargains. Pumpkins of all sizes were 
on display for punters to guess their 
weight; Pierre van Zijl won first prize. 
Richard Hawes won the trophy for 
the biggest pumpkin with a monster 
weighing a massive 99.4 lb (45.2 kg). 
A grand total of over £700 was raised 
so our thanks to Colin and Caroline, 
and Lisa and Lynn for organizing it, all 
the stallholders and helpers for their 
hard work, and of course all of you 
who helped by spending money. 

Harvest
Our family friendly Harvest Festival 
in October was attended by over 
40 people, including some families 
with young children. It provided a 
great opportunity for thanksgiving 
for things that we so easily take for 
granted. The church was beautifully 
decorated thanks to Annie Payne 
coordinating a team of volunteers. 
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The money given during the service 
amounted to over £200, which will 
be passed on to the Churches Housing 
Trust (CHT) that not only provides 
food and shelter for people in need, 
but provides services that give them 
a second chance at life through 
counselling, training, education, 
resettlement and therapeutic activities.

We collected five boxes of packaged 
goods, including tins of tuna and 
meat, soup, beans, vegetables, fruit 
and tomatoes, cartons of milk, packets 
of pasta and bottles of pasta sauce, 
packets of crisps and even packets 
of biscuits, egg lasagne and Quinoa. 
These were all taken to the Food 
Bank in Thame for distribution in 
emergency food parcels to people 
in need who have been referred to 
them by other agencies. Only a little 
produce was given this year but some 
home-made jams and chutney were 
sold and the proceeds added to the 
collection for the CHT.

Harvest Supper
Over 50 people brought their plates 
and cutlery to the Millennium Village 
Hall on Saturday 5th October to 
join in the Harvest Supper to which 
all the villagers had been invited 
and which was organized, on behalf 
of St Barnabas Church, by Carol 
Welch and Lisa Mynheer. You can 
see from some of the photos that the 

hall had been cheerfully decorated 
and the tables, with their jugs of 
flowers, looked welcoming to guests. 
Everyone liked the chicken casseroles 
provided by a number of ‘cooks’ to 
a common recipe. There was also a 
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vegetarian option and a second course 
of fruit crumble and custard or cream 
provided by many more ‘cooks’ to 
their own preferred recipes. Mark 
Welch led a light-hearted general 
knowledge quiz, which was won by 
Jill Meyjes’ table, who generously 
shared the contents of the prize tin of 
sweets with the assembled company. 
We thank all those who cooked 
casseroles or crumbles, decorated the 
hall or helped clear up afterwards and 
of course all who came (and took their 
washing up home with them!).

Coming Events
The Remembrance Service will start 
at 10.50 am on 9th November and 
the minute silence will be observed 
at 11.00 am. Part of the service will 
take place in the churchyard, weather 
permitting, and we will be placing 
small wooden crosses in the garden, 
with names of those we wish to 
remember. Our thanks to Andrew 
Pennington and Brian Stearns for 
arranging that this year.

Friends Reception
Friends of St Barnabas voluntarily 
contribute towards the upkeep and 
improvement of the church buildings, 
which are otherwise the responsibility 
of the church wardens and Parochial 
Church Council (PCC). (Neither the 
government nor the Parish Council 
make contributions to these expenses.) 
Each year the PCC expresses its 
thanks to all those Friends by hosting 
a reception for them. This year it will 
be held in the church on Sunday 23rd 
November at 6 pm and will be An 
audience with Andrew Pennington 
‘Memories of War’. Everyone is 
welcome. As this year marks 100 years 
since the start of WW1, the Friends 
of St Barnabas evening this year is 
commemorating the centenary of 
the Great War, marking the occasion 
by inviting villagers to share their 
stories and memorabilia linked to any 
war that they or members of their 
family or friends experienced. We are 
looking to make this a very special 
‘memorial’ event in its own right and 
are currently developing the agenda 
for the evening. We would like anyone 
willing to offer a 5 minute vignette 
and/or memorabilia to get in contact 
with Lisa or Nick Mynheer (tel: 
351340 or ndm@mvnheer-art.co.uk). 
Our beautiful listed village church 
is kept open and available for use by 
the generosity of the congregation. 
As with any old building there are 
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associated costs with its upkeep and 
preservation and the Friends of St. 
Barnabas Church support this work. 
If you would like to find out more, 
please contact Colin Jenkins (tel: 
351543).

Discussions
If you are a fan of Prof Brian Cox 
and his television programme The 
Human Universe, you will have been 
considering recently the awesome idea 
that we are the only intelligent life in 
the Milky Way Galaxy and possibly in 
the whole universe, and that this gives 
us responsibility and meaning in our 
lives. If so, you might like to take an 
opportunity to hear a talk about ‘The 
meaning of life’ or similar topics and 
take part in the subsequent discussion 
at the golf club on November 
11th and December 2nd with the 
opportunity to order a meal or a 
drink as well. The speaker is Michael 
John, who is training for the Anglican 
ministry at Wycliffe Hall, and the 
evenings will be hosted by the vicar, 
who can provide further information 
(07944-522098).

Services
The four parishes have at last become 
a United Benefice legally. We continue 
to share a Joint Service on the fourth 
Sunday of each month with those 
from the churches in Forest Hill, 
Stanton and Beckley. We usually have 

a Family Service on the third Sunday, 
and will welcome any children and 
parents who attend. 

Christmas Services
We expect to have a Crib Service on 
the afternoon of Christmas Eve at 
4 pm in St Barnabas Church. The 
church is usually full on this occasion 
and it is a great opportunity to share 
the Christmas story with youngsters, 
as the children play a part in 
recreating the manger scene. 

There will be a Christingle Service on 
7th December.

The Carol Service will be on Sunday 
21st December at 3 pm. 

The Christmas Eve service will be at 
Beckley. The service on Christmas Day 
will be at St Barnabas.

Contact
The vicar, the Rev Andrew Pritchard- 
Keens (07944-522098), and the 
church wardens, Lynn Whitaker 
(358838) and Andrew Payne 
(351018), would be pleased to talk 
to anyone who wants to know more 
about the church, or who would 
appreciate support from church 
members.

David Turner  

(351460) 
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Village Crossword Autumn 2014
Please send 

your completed 
crosswords to 
Pauline Cox at 
Grove House, 
Horton Hill, by 

30th November 
2014. The first 
correct entry 

drawn will win a 
bottle of wine. 

The winner of the 
last crossword 
was Liz Oxtoby.

Across
1 Navigational instrument made by spam 

companies (7)
7 Enter, last first revenue (6)
8 Thief mixes wheat with rice (7)
9 Islamic, Muslim and Mosque leaders are 

leader (4)
10 No votes (4)
12 Pickle mid meal (7)
14 Trainer ground here (7)
16 Spit back advice (4)
18 Electronic photo, say, on grand scale (4)
20 Yellowhammer State (7)
21 Striking hat (6)
22 Manure energy in black hole (7)

Down
1 Furniture found in House of Commons (7)
2 Duffy hit with compassion (5)
3 Fergie got mixed up with wheel spindle (4)
4 Cut of meat that may have been knighted! 

(7)
5 Intonation includes identification in chance 

happening (8)
6 Preserve male medic in pickle (6)
11 Dancing by the book (8)
12 Stubborn, like Bruce Willis perhaps (3-4)
13 Fast. Like mark on stomach I hear (7)
15 Use my pole in medley (6)
17 Anne and I are a senseless combination (5)
19 She appears at Draculas bedtime (4)

1 2 3 4 5 6

7

8

9

10 11

12 13

14 15

16 17

18 19

20

21

22
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happening (8)

5

Preserve male medic in 
pickle (6)

6

Dancing by the book (8)11

Stubborn, like Bruce Willis 
perhaps (3-4)

12

Fast. Like mark on stomach I 
hear (7)

13

Use my pole in medley (6)15

Anne and I are a senseless 
combination (5)

17

She appears at Draculas 
bedtime (4)

19
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NEWS FROM OXFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL AND 
CHERWELL DISTRICT COUNCIL

FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR and DISTRICT COUNCILLOR for 
OTMOOR Tim Hallchurch

Oxfordshire County Council

Bicester to Oxford Railway 
I attended a briefing for Bicester and 
Kidlington County Councillors on 8th 
October. The presentation was from 
a team representing the Bicester to 
Oxford Collaboration team (Chiltern 
Railways, Network Rail, East West 
Rail, Carillion and Buckingham 
Group Contractors). 

The latest details are: 
• The transport of hard-core will 

finish in mid-November when most 
of the lorry movements will stop, 
although there will still be some 
heavy traffic until May next year. 

• Although most of the hard-core 
has been moved by rail (300,000 
tonnes), the hard-core for bridge 
approaches has had to be brought 
by road. 

• The roads will be restored once the 
work has finished. 

• Oxford Parkway (Water Eaton) 
is due to open on 27th May and 
Bicester North by 9th June 2015. 
There will then be a period of 
testing; the first train to London 
will be on 6th September 2015. 

Parking: 
• Water Eaton 775 car, 82 motor 

cycle, 40 disabled, 100 cycle rack 
places 

• Bicester 230 cars, 16 motor cycles, 
15 disabled places

• Islip 28 cars, 2 disabled places

The rail will be extended to Oxford, 
with March 2016 as the current 
expected date.

Be Well This Winter 
Free Flu Jabs 
Local doctors and Oxfordshire 
County Council’s public health 
directorate have joined forces to 
challenge people to play their part 
in the fight against flu by boosting 
vaccination rates. 

A free seasonal flu vaccination, 
which must be done annually to be 
effective because different strains of 
the flu virus evolve each year, is now 
available for: 
• women who are pregnant 
• children aged 2, 3 and 4 on 1st 

September 2014 
• people under 65 years of age 

who are at greatest risk because 
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they have one of the following 
conditions – diabetes, weakened 
immune system (e.g. HIV or 
cancer patients), heart disease, 
chronic respiratory disease (e.g. 
severe asthma), kidney disease, 
liver disease, chronic neurological 
diseases such as Parkinson’s 

• frontline health and social care 
workers 

Free Electric Blanket Testing 
Free checks from Oxfordshire County 
Council’s Fire and Rescue Service; its 
Trading Standards team and partners 
are available to book at locations 
throughout Oxfordshire to help 
ensure county residents have a safe 
and warm winter. 

More information at: https://www.
oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/news/2014/
sep/free-electric-blanket-safety-checks-
offered-across-oxfordshire

Mobile Library Service 
The County Council has recently 
reviewed our mobile library service 
and found that whilst the service is 
clearly valued, many of the stops we 
currently offer are not very well used, 
and some are not used at all. We 
believe we can better serve the needs 
of people who find it difficult to get 
to library buildings by joining up our 
mobile services and delivering them in 
a different way. 

The Home Library Service is where 
books are delivered to your home 
if you are unable to get to a library. 
The Home Library Service is a free 
service from Oxfordshire County 
Council working with Age UK and 
other organizations that brings 
books, DVDs, music CDs and audio 
books and information about the 
Library Service to you at home. Once 
registered you order your book, DVD 
or CD and a Library Volunteer will 
deliver these to you and collect when 
finished with every three weeks. 

You can register for the Home 
Library Service on 01865 328905 
l i b r a r y c u s t o m e r s e r v i c e u n i t @
oxfordshire.gov.uk 

The service needs volunteers – if you 
have some free time please contact 
your library or call the number above.

Cherwell District Council

Residents to Receive Visit 
About Electoral Register 
Residents who have yet to be 
confirmed on the new electoral 
register will be visited by Cherwell 
District Council officers reminding 
them of the importance of submitting 
their details. Although residents are 
not obligated to vote in elections, it is 
a legal requirement that their details 
are submitted for inclusion on the 
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register as it is used to provide credit 
checks and jury service selection. 
Failure to provide the necessary 
information is punishable by a £1,000 
fine and following the launch of a 
new electoral register earlier this year 
officers will be visiting residents who 
have yet to be confirmed on the new 
system. 

Sue Smith, electoral registration 
officer, said: “Earlier this year the 
Government rolled out Individual 
Electoral Registration across the UK 
which means each individual voter 
is now responsible for registering 
their own vote. Previously one 
registration form was sent to each 
property with the names of all 
eligible voters included on it whereas 
now each resident will receive their 
own individual registration form if 
applicable. For the most part residents 
will be automatically transferred over 
to the new register as their identities 
will have been confirmed using data 
held by the Department for Work 
and Pensions. However, for those 
who have not been included, it is 
important they provide their details as 
soon as possible. Not only could any 
omissions cost them the right to vote 
in next year’s elections, but it could 
also affect their credit rating and have 
serious repercussions for things such 
as a mortgage, phone contract and 
credit card applications.” 

In July this year letters were sent to 
the district’s 108,000 eligible voters 
confirming whether their details 
had been automatically transferred 
to the new register. Approximately 
98,000 of those residents had their 
details confirmed automatically, 
with 10,000 people being asked to 
submit their details for inclusion. In 
August, reminder letters were sent to 
approximately 8,090 residents whose 
details had still not been confirmed 
on the register and visits will now 
be made to the 5,130 eligible voters 
whose details are still outstanding. 

From 16 September, Cherwell 
officers will visit residents at home 
to ask them to complete their details. 
Residents will be asked for their 
date of birth and national insurance 
number to confirm their identity 
for the register. Officers will be 
identifiable by high visibility jackets 
and photographic identification, 
which can be confirmed by calling 
customer services. 

For more information or  
to register details online  
visit www.gov.uk/register-to-vote

Tim Hallchurch

timothy.hallchurch@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

01865-377099
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COUNTRY COLUMN – AUTUMN 2014

What a growing time we have had this spring and summer.

The first thing I noticed was the large amount of leaves that 
both the hedges and trees were producing, and I think that this 
is also showing up in the amount of leaves that are now falling 
off of the trees.

This was followed up by the amount of grass, with our lawns 
needing more frequent cutting, and also the large amounts of 
grass being produced in the fields for silage, hay and also grazing 
for the livestock.

 Although the weather was catchy for some silage and hay making 
there is a plentiful supply of fodder for the winter.
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Arable crops also seem to have done quite well and there is 
definitely an oversupply of straw, with some farmers chopping the 
straw as they combined, due to the oversupply, and then working 
the surplus back into the soil.

With the warm weather we have been having next year’s rape 
crops look exceedingly well, and early drilled cereals are 
growing well, especially now that we have had quite a lot of rain.

The garden has been giving us an ample supply of vegetables, 
although it did take three sowings to get a good row of carrots, 
I was not the only one with this problem.

I think the birds have had a good breeding season by and large.

One of my highlights has been a brood of four young green 
woodpeckers feeding regularly on the lawns, and also being a 
nuisance pecking the edge of the vegetable beds onto the paths 
in their quest for ants.

We seemed to have a big lot of swallows and house martins 
as they gathered on our electricity wires in preparation for 
migrating.

It was fun to watch the young pheasants on warm days in 
September as they chased daddy long legs flying up out of the 
grass, providing a juicy source of food.

A sign that winter is on its way the other day when I saw a large 
flock of golden plover that had arrived recently.

I heard somewhere the other day we are going to have an Arctic 
winter, let’s wait and see.

Richard Hawes
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AGE UK OXFORDSHIRE
Community Information Network 
– Age UK is delighted that this new 
service has already reached so many 
people since its launch this spring. 
Whether you would like to find out 
about support services or available 
benefits, attend a local class, meet 
new people, get help at home, or 
volunteer in your local community 
– the Community Information 
Network is there to help. The aim of 
the Network is to reach more older 
people than previously and ensure 
that everyone has the information, 
advice, the opportunities and support 
to help them stay independent. The 
Community Information Network 
is supported by the Oxfordshire 
County Council, and is made up of 
Age UK Oxfordshire staff and trained 
volunteers. They can visit you at home 
if you have difficulty getting out and 
about. If you could benefit from the 
Community Information Network or 
would like to receive free information 
about activities and support in your 
local area, contact us on 0345 450 
1276.

Phone Friends telephone befriending 
service – not having someone to 

talk to regularly can be lonely and 
isolating, particularly if you are 
used to sharing your home and time 
with others. A friendly chat on the 
telephone can make all the difference. 
For more information about Phone 
Friends or if you would like to join or 
make a referral, please call Paula on 
01295 278040 or 07557 038278.

Good Neighbour Schemes – are 
local voluntary groups that provide 
a free community help and support 
service. The service aims to help 
people to stay independent, safe 
and well. They offer befriending 
and practical help to older people, 
whether it is transport, collecting 
repeat prescriptions, walking the dog, 
tidying up the garden, taking someone 
to hospital, doing a bit of shopping 
or changing a light bulb. Currently 
there are over 45 Good Neighbour 
Schemes in Oxfordshire. Age UK aim 
to have a scheme working in every 
community in Oxfordshire. To find 
out more about volunteering contact 
Pat Chirgwin at Volunteer Link-up on 
01993 776277.

Ann Stearns – Parish Link for  

Age UK Oxfordshire

Horton-cum-Studley Village Newsletter is published three times a year by the Parish Council.
Would all regular contributors please submit copy on disk or e-mail.

Next issue deadline is 14 February 2015. 
Send your views, letters, photos to Claudette Doe at claudettedoe@yahoo.co.uk

Views expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily those of the Parish Council.
Design by Jenna Zan @ Zed • Print/Produced by Parchment

Published by H-c-S Parish Council 2014.  
For enquiries regarding delivery, please contact Richard and Rachel Hawes on 01865 351540.
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Georgina Lewis and 
Fantastic Mr Sox take 

2nd place in the Absolute 
Novice jumping class and 

4th in the Best Riding 
Pony Class at Charlton-on-

Otmoor show.

Our secret stars Anke Hoeffler and 
Qwinton go to the British Dressage 
National Championships and take 10th 
place in the Novice Open section against 
the professionals, as well as winning the 
prize for highest scoring owner/rider.

Otmoor Riding Group - 
Summer Highlights

Group members put in a fantastic 
effort helping the British Horse Society 
tackle dangerous ragwort around the 
Otmoor villages. 

Emma Teasdale helps 
 load up the deadly weed  

by the trailer load!

Otmoor Riding Group (358363)



Village Photo Competition
Don’t forget to send your entries in for the 
village photo competition by the deadline, 

31 December 2014. Last year’s winners really 
enjoyed spending their M&S and Amazon 

vouchers! Please send your entries to: 
hortoncumstudleyparishcouncil@gmail.com

Photo by Peter Lewis


