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THE COUNTY COUNCIL BUDGET 

Since 2010, we have saved £127 million, with plans set to save another £74 million over the next few years. 

Despite this, further cuts to our budget by Central Government mean we must find another £64 million 

bringing the total reduction to £265 million. The exact figure will not be known until the Local Government 

Settlement that is due on 19th December. 

 

We have held 6 public meetings across the County called Talking Oxfordshire. They were attended by over 

1,000 residents with over 400 responses to the online consultation.  The draft proposals will be published 6th 

December ahead of the Performance Scrutiny Committee on 16th December. There will then be a period of 

consultation with Cabinet agreeing its budget on 28th January 2014. The proposals will then be debated by 

all councillors on 18th February 2014 when a Budget is set by the full Council.  

  

OCC BUDGET LETTER TO MINISTERS 

During the public meetings, there were calls to challenge Central Government over the amount of funding 

that had been removed from Oxfordshire. The Council’s Cabinet is always in close contact with the six 

Oxfordshire MPs, and even more so during the Budget process. 

 

However, Councillors of all parties agreed on 5th November to write to the Prime Minister, the Chancellor 

of the Exchequer and the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government. The letter to Eric 

Pickles is outlined below. 

 

“Mindful of the fact that Oxfordshire has already cut £127m and has in place plans to cut a further £74m 

from its budget, Council has asked me to write to you, to the Prime Minister and to the Chancellor of the 

Exchequer, asking you to: 

 Consider the impact on services of a further cut of £60m given that the additional cut will have to be 

made on services which are not statutory and will hit the rising number of vulnerable elderly people 

and children in all communities.  

 Mitigate the damage which these further reductions in expenditure will have on communities across 

Oxfordshire through the Autumn Statement and the Local Government Finance Settlement by a 

combination of giving greater local determination to elected councillors in relation to the Council 

Tax and providing a less onerous settlement to local government. 

 Consider in the longer term a new approach to securing the financial stability and sustainability of 

local government.”  

 

Part of the Minister’s reply states, ‘We have consulted on the local government settlement for 2014-15 and 

2015-16 and exactly how Revenue Support should be distributed, in the usual way. We are grateful for 

Oxfordshire’s response to this consultation and we are considering this at present.’ 

 

NATIONAL ADOPTION WEEK 

The County Council is encouraging more people to consider whether they could change a child’s life by 

becoming an adopter. Following National Adoption Week (4th to 10th November), the Council’s Adoption 

Team wants to hear from anyone interested in finding out more – especially those willing to adopt older 

children, children with disabilities and siblings who need to stay together. 

 

Cllr Melinda Tilley (Cabinet Member for Children, Education and Families) says ‘we welcome applications 

from a diverse range of people with different backgrounds and experiences – so it’s important that people 

don’t assume they are unsuitable and automatically rule themselves out.’ 

 

To find out more visit www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/adoption or call 0800 783 5724 

 



HOME TO SCHOOL TRANSPORT 

As reported in November, public meetings are being held across the County. The Leader of the Council, Cllr 

Ian Hudspeth will be available at each meeting to answer your questions, alongside senior council officers 

Roy Leach (School Organisation & Planning Manager) and Neil Darlington (Admissions and Transport 

Services Manager). The remaining meetings are: 

 

Venue Date Time 

Icknield Community College 2nd of December 2013 7:00pm - 8:30pm 

Wheatley Park School 4th of December 2013 7:00pm - 8:30pm 

Burford School 9th of December 2013 7:00pm - 8:30pm 

Larkmead School 10th of December 2013 7:00pm - 8:30pm 

Farringdon School 11th of December 2013 7:00pm - 8:30pm 

The Warriner School 12th of December 2013 7:00pm - 8:30pm 

 

THRIVING FAMILIES PROGRESS 

With the support of the Government, Oxfordshire has been running a project called ‘Thriving Families’. 

This aims to identify the most troubled families in society and directly tackle problems such as crime and 

antisocial behaviour, poor school attendance and unemployment. It is also aimed at making long-term 

savings by reducing the financial burden these issues place on society. 

 

Families are assigned a dedicated worker from the county council’s Thriving Families team who acts as the 

single point of contact. The worker liaises with other agencies to deliver an agreed plan of action geared 

towards achieving specific results. Families’ progress is measured through real-terms improvements in 

school attendance, behaviour, and reductions in levels of offending over a sustained period of time. 

 

So far 55% of the 558 families the Council has worked with have turned their lives around. This makes 

Oxfordshire the tenth best nationally, and fourth when the number of families making progress is taking into 

account. 

 

The council has invested £1.6million in the scheme and is on course to secure a further £3million through 

the Government’s ‘payment by results’ model for work to continue in future years. 

 

 

 

READY FOR WINTER 

We have enjoyed the best summer since 2006 but the weather is changing, with a noticeable drop in the 

temperature. The County Council has been planning the winter maintenance programme throughout the 

summer to be ready for the frosts that will occur. All grit bins should be full, please contact us if any in your 

area have not been filled.  We work with Town & Parish Councils so that they have plans in place to assist 

in clearing the snow during the bad weather. There will be a series of road shows during October to explain 

what is available. If you require further information, please contact Paul Wilson, the Adverse Weather 

Manager. 

 

 

FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES 

There are a number of funds available to local organisations in the Division.  

 Councillors Community Budgets 

We have continued to fund these popular local funds to support local organisations. If you know of 

any organisations that might be interested, please contact me or seek further information at 

http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/councillor-community-budgets 

 Area Stewardship Funding 

These are continuing but are now organised differently. I will attend meetings with other councillors 

in my locality to pool our funds together for greater effect where possible. It is used to fund highway 



issues in particular. I meet with the Bicester & Kidlington Councillors in my locality meetings on a 

regular basis to consider potential projects. I am always happy to receive requests. 

 Chillout Fund 

We have continued a £100,000 fund to support projects for children and young people. More at 

http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/chill-out-fund-youth-activities-and-projects  

 

 

BICESTER GARRISON Arncott & Ambrosden 

 

I have visited the Garrison HQ and met with Arncott PC over the last few weeks and I plan to meet with 

Ambrosden PC before Christmas.  There are a number of issues that will affect the area over the next few 

years. 145 Pioneer Regiment is due to disband over the next year to be replaced by a heavy logistics (RLC) 

regiment with 189 x 35 tonne trucks. This will mean that the road developments will have to be reviewed.  

There will be a gap between 145 Pioneer Regiment being disbanded and the RLC Regiment being formed and 

this will have implications on Ambrosden Primary School where there will be a big reduction on children 

attending the school for up to 18 months.  

 

 

CHERWELL DISTRICT COUNCIL 

 

Graven Hill – The MOD is disposing of most of the Graven Hill site at Bicester. The planning progress 

is ongoing albeit at a slower pace than originally predicted. The pace is determined by HM Government who 

are considering the partial use of the site by them for a longer period than originally forecast which impacts 

on the due diligence process and evaluation of the financial proposals. St Davis’s Barracks will remain and 

will accommodate a heavy logistics transport regiment with 35 tonne trucks. There will be businesses 

allocated to areas alongside the railway sidings and houses built in other parts of the site. The crown of the 

hill will remain a green area for recreation.   

 

Council Tax Reduction Scheme - DLG has confirmed that the second year of the available grant will be 

honoured albeit for a lower value. This scheme was introduced last year with the Council Tax Benefit 

change from direct payment to residents. Full funding was not provided, leaving CDC to pick up the balance 

(about £15k). The amounts to be allocated in 2014/15 to District Councils will be reduced but nevertheless, 

CDC will bring the payment level up to the basic 2013/14 level. This will still leave a hole in Town Council 

finances which will hopefully be filled through identified efficiencies (based on last year's suggested action) 

and the ability to increase council tax for which there is still no cap. The full details should be available in 

December to enable Town and Parish precept calculations to be made.   

 

 

Job numbers soar in Cherwell - The number of jobs created in Cherwell over the past three months has 

exceeded the target set for the entire year. On Monday, 2 December members of Cherwell District Council's 

executive discussed the council's performance report from 1 July - 30 September. The figures showed the 

council had exceeded across numerous target areas, including contributing towards the provision/ 

safeguarding of jobs, processing major planning applications and maintaining high levels of customer 

satisfaction with waste and recycling. 

 

Villages move towards creating Neighbourhood Plans - Two villages have moved one step closer to 

taking control of future development in their parishes with the approval of a designated Neighbourhood 

Planning Area.  At a meeting of Cherwell District Council's executive on Monday, 2 December, councillors 

agreed to the formal designation of Neighbourhood Planning Areas at Merton and Deddington. The decision 

will enable both councils to proceed with work to create a Neighbourhood Development Plan, outlining the 

preferred sites for future development or preservation within the designated areas.  
 

CHAIRMAN OF OXFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL 
 
As Chairman of OCC I have had the privilege of attending some very enjoyable events. Details can be viewed on my 
blog – www.otmoor.co.uk 

http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/chill-out-fund-youth-activities-and-projects
http://www.otmoor.co.uk/


The most enjoyable events have been those involving schools including County Music Service concerts, the 

Kids Lit Quiz. As Chairman of Oxfordshire & Berkshire English Speaking Union, I also attended the 

Oxfordshire final of the schools Public Speaking competition. I would encourage schools to take part in both 

these events. The Music Service events have been outstanding. 

 

I would like to wish all a Happy Christmas and a prosperous New Year. WE will be away from 16th 

December to 12 January but I will be receiving and responding to emails. 

 
 
 
CONTACT DETAILS   Address: Councillor Tim Hallchurch, County Hall, New Road, Oxford OX1 1ND 

Email/Tel: timothy.hallchurch@oxfordshire.gov.uk or 01865377099 
 

mailto:timothy.hallchurch@oxfordshire.gov.uk

