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Horton-cum-Studley Parish Council 
 

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting  
Held on Thursday 9 June 2016 in the Millennium Hall 

 
Present: Sarah Foxcroft (Chair), Barbara Jewell, Andrew Payne, David Prosser, Tim Hallchurch and 

Alexia Lewis (Clerk). 25 parishioners attended. 
 

1. 
 
 
2. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Apologies and Declaration of Interest: Apologies were received from Colin Badger and 
Councillor David Hughes. There were no declarations of interest.   
 
District Councillor’s Report 
 
Councillor Tim Hallchurch reported that Launton and Otmoor Ward now had two other 
Councillors representing this ward; Councillor David Hughes and Councillor Simon Holland. 
 
Parishioners expressed their disappointment that the new Councillors were unable to attend. 
Councillor Hallchurch explained that the ward covered 14 parishes and both new Councillors 
were very busy. They hoped that between them, one Councillor would attend every Parish 
Council meeting. 
 
Ms Foxcroft complained that District Councillors should not put themselves forward if they 
don't have enough time to commit to the role, and the attendees at the meeting agreed. 
 
Councillor Hallchurch updated the Committee on the proposals to reorganise public services 
in Oxfordshire.  One option being considered is for Oxfordshire County Council to become a 
Unitary Authority. Another option is to form four District Unitary Authorities (Oxford City, 
South Oxfordshire and the Vale of White Horse, West Oxfordshire and Cherwell). 
 
Independent local government experts Price Waterhouse Coopers has been commissioned to 
carry out a review of unitary options available at an estimated cost of £50K. 

 

 
 
 

A question was raised regarding increased salary costs for four unitary councils, as opposed to 
one large unitary. Councillor Hallchurch confirmed that forming unitary councils should save 
costs and be more efficient. 
 
Councillor Hallchurch reported that there were no funds to repair roads and potholes. 
However, he confirmed that the Horton Mile was scheduled for resurfacing at the end of 
August/beginning of September 2016.  
 
Mrs Jewell pointed out that the pot hole repair contractor is wasting money by repairing 
potholes so poorly that they need redoing almost immediately.. Councillor Hallchurch replied 
that potholes should be repaired in a frost free period, usually in the Spring. It was suggested 
that Oxfordshire Highways should manage their contractors more effectively 
 
Ms Foxcroft noted that communications with Oxfordshire Highways was very poor, and 
Councillor Hallchurch agreed. 
 
Councillor Hallchurch reported that the temporary traffic lights at Islip Bridge will remain until 
January 2017, when the work on the Ring Road will be complete. Councillor Hallchurch 
explained that because Islip is being used as a rat run due to the road works, traffic lights are 
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being used as a traffic calming measure. They keep failing because drivers keep jumping the 
lights which causes them to go out of sync and stop working. 
 
3. Chair’s Report 
 
Ms Foxcroft thanked her fellow Councillors for their hard work and commitment over the last 
year. 
 
She reminded parishioners of the remit of the Parish Council. She confirmed that the Parish 
Council responds to planning applications; facilitates parishioners’ requests and adjudicates 
disputes between neighbours.  
 
The Parish Council also arranges grass cutting in the summer and reports road repair requests 
to Oxfordshire Highways. Parishioners are strongly encouraged to report pot holes and road 
repair requests online individually too, since the more requests logged the more likely that 
the repair will be prioritised by the Highways Department. Parishioners are encouraged to 
photograph the potholes, if safe to do so, and to upload the image when logging the 
complaint.  
 
The PC continues to raise issues with the Highways team and Mrs Jewell and Mrs Lewis did 
meet with the Highways team in the village at Easter to highlight issues reported on 
numerous occasions, included filling in of potholes, as well as repainting the white lines at 
Forge junction. There continues to be a lack of funding and complaints by individual 
parishioners seem to be taken more seriously than those from the Parish Council. 
 
The Village plan has now been published and in the coming year the Parish Council will be 
working on a Neighbourhood plan. Neighbourhood planning is a vital part of the 
Government's policy of helping local communities play a much stronger role in the shaping of 
their area. For the first time, local people can create a plan that allows them to develop 
planning policies that reflect the priorities of their area and have real legal weight. The whole 
community then decides at a referendum vote whether the local authority should bring the 
plan into force. 
 
Output from the village plan has led to the installation of broadband in the village, and a small 
team lead by Barbara Jewell, who have been monitoring speeding. The team has completed 6 
sessions. Predictably, cars start to slow as they see the speed watch team members. To date, 
18 drivers have been caught speeding and have been sent a letter by Thames Valley Police as 
a caution for their first offence. Team members reported a really positive response from 
parishioners and further speed checks will take place throughout the year. 
Ms Foxcroft thanked Pete Whittaker for repainting the village entrance gates and all the other 
odd jobs he under takes throughout the village. 
 
Ms Foxcroft thanked Andy Marshall for auditing the accounts. 
 
She also thanked Claudette Doe and Jenna Zan for continuing to edit and design the 
newsletters; and Richard and Rachel Hawes who distribute the newsletter. 
 
Ms Foxcroft thanked Jill Meyjes, for both continuing to run the transport scheme, along with 
all the other volunteer drivers, and also for leading the very successful campaign, supported 
by Barbara Jewell, to keep our local bus services. 
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Mrs Meyjes reminded parishioners that the new timetable will operate from 1 July 2016 for a 
6 month trial. The more the bus is used by parishioners, the more likely the service will be 
extended, so please use the local bus. 
 
She thanked Andrew Pennington, Liz Campbell and Helen Bungay for running the Otmoor 
challenge; and Colin Jenkins and helpers for setting out the course and organising the 
marshalling. It was another fantastic event, with the evening bash being very well attended. 
 
Ms Foxcroft thanked Lorraine Dixon for chairing the Millennium Hall Committee and said a 
sad farewell to both Rachel Hawes and Ruth David who have stepped down from the 
committee. She thanked them for their contribution to the running of the hall over many 
years. The Millennium Hall Committee is looking for new committee members who can help 
out and if anyone would like to volunteer they should please contact Lorraine Dixon. 
 
Unfortunately Ms Foxcroft had to remind parishioners to clean up after their dogs, and not to 
let them run loose in the village. 
 
Finally Ms Foxcroft reminded parishioners of the event on 12 June to celebrate the Queen’s 
Birthday. Over 150 people have confirmed attendance, so hopefully the weather will hold. 
 
4.  Speed Watch 
 
Mrs Jewell explained that the forum for speed monitoring, the Thames Valley Police 
Neighbourhood Action Group (NAG) had disbanded, so the village Speed Watch team was 
formed. 
 
Several parishioners had been trained to use the speed device and the team had completed 5 
sessions with one more to go in June. Predictably, cars start to slow as they see the speed 
watch team members. To date, 18 drivers have been caught speeding and will be sent a letter 
by Thames Valley Police as a caution for their first offence. Team members reported a really 
positive response from parishioners.   
 
Mrs Jewell reported that she and Mrs Lewis had met with a representative from Oxfordshire 
Highways in April to discuss the installation of two or three Vehicle Activated Signs (VASs) in 
the village. Following the meeting, we found that unfortunately Oxfordshire Highways no 
longer installs and maintains VASs. 
 
Mrs Jewell reported that she had researched different suppliers and had sourced a VAS which 
ran by battery and therefore required very little maintenance. Batteries generally lasted 2-3 
weeks and would require a small team of volunteers to change and charge the batteries. 
 
These VAS devices can also be used to collect data on the number of cars and speeds which 
will be helpful for future speed watch discussions. 
 
Mrs Jewell proposed installing a VAS at the entrances to village from the Oakley Road, Brill 
Road and the Horton Mile. Two parishioners volunteered to maintain the VAS on the Horton 
Mile and Oakley Road. 
 
Before making a final decision, Mrs Jewell would continue to look at other VAS options such 
as solar and wind turbine generated signs. 
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Parishioners unanimously approved the purchasing and installation of 3 VASs. 
 
A proposal was raised to install speed humps. Ms Foxcroft explained that for any permanent 
speed humps we would be required to install street lighting, which raised issues with regards 
to the costs of installing power and the resulting light pollution.  
 
5. Village Plan 
 
Ms Foxcroft explained in her Chair’s Report that the Village plan has now been published and 
in the coming year the Parish Council will be working on a Neighbourhood plan.  
 
This will allow us to set a policy to decide what planning we would allow in this category C 
village. It is a long process and would result in a legally binding document. 
 
6. Open Forum 
 
There were no issues raised by parishioners. 
 

 7. Next Meeting: The next Annual Parish meeting will be on Thursday June 2017  
 
 
 

  

Chairman: …………………………………….                             Date: ……………………………. 
 
 


