
Horton cum Studley Parish Council 

Minutes of the Virtual Meeting held on Thursday 14 October 2021  

 

Present: Cllr Sarah Foxcroft (Chair), Cllr Colin Badger, Cllr Andrew Payne, Cllr David Slingo (Vice 

Chair).  

In Attendance: Alexia Lewis (Clerk). 

Apologies: Cllr Barbara Jewell, Cllr Tim Hallchurch (District Councillor) and Cllr David Hughes (District 

Councillor), Cllr Calum Miller (County Councillor). 

Declaration of Interest: Cllr Slingo declared an interest under items 6.2 and 6.3.  

1. Public Participation:   No members of the public attended. 

 

2. Minutes of the last meeting held on 9 September 2021 were approved. 

 

3. Update on Progress from the Previous Meeting: The Parish Council noted the progress on an 

item from the previous meeting: 

3.1  The Forge Bus Shelter: The Clerk had reported the cracks in the concrete base to FixMyStreet 

who advised that the responsibility lies with the Parish Council. Cllr Badger had kindly agreed to 

repair the base and Cllr Foxcroft expressed her thanks to Cllr Badger. 

 

3.2 The Parish Council had responded to the Freedom of Information request concerning covenants 

on the Green. 

 

4. Councillor Reports 

4.1 County Councillor: Cllr Miller sent his apologies. Cllr Foxcroft had confirmed to Cllr Miller our 

request to be part of the 20mph speed limit campaign throughout the local Oxfordshire villages. 

Since the Brill Road had been repaired, the speeding traffic had increased again. It was also 

agreed to ask Cllr Miller to report on the progress to establish a 106 agreement with the 

developers of Magnolia Park, in collaboration with Buckinghamshire County Council. 

 

4.2 District Councillor: Cllr Hallchurch and Cllr Hughes sent their apologies. Cllr Hallchurch had 

circulated weekly updates from Cherwell District Council and Oxfordshire County Council. Cllr 

Foxcroft agreed to ask Cllr Hughes for an update on the Magnolia Park development. 

 

4.3 Resilience Plan/Emergency Plan: Cllr Slingo advised that there was nothing to report. It was 

agreed to only include this agenda item at the four in person meetings each year. 

 

4.4 Almshouses: Cllr Payne advised that the refurbishment of number 4, the Almshouses had been 

delayed and it was hoped to go ahead within the next 6 weeks. 

 

4.5 Church: Cllr Slingo advised that there was nothing to report.   

 

4.6 Millennium Hall:  Cllr Jewell sent her apologies and it was agreed to discuss the proposal to 

erect dog mess signs at the next meeting. The Parish Council had received a request for the dog 

waste bag dispensers in the village to be refilled. The Parish Council agreed not to continue 

refilling the dispensers due to the expense of the bags and the fact that when the dispensers are 

filled up, the bags are all used up within a few days, as unfortunately some dog owners take a 



large wedge of bags, rather than use just one in an emergency. It was agreed that dog owners 

should carry their own dog waste bags when walking their dogs. 

 

4.7 Police and Bus:  Cllr Jewell sent her apologies. 

 

4.8 Roads, Signs, Footpaths and Grass Cutting:  The Parish Council noted that the Brill Road had 

been repaired and that there was a significant increase in speeding traffic again. A complaint 

had been received about the overgrown hedges along the Horton Hill footpath. This is a serious 

safety hazard as the current footpath isn’t wide enough to walk along safely. The Parish Council 

agreed to write to residents of properties along the Horton Hill footpath to ask them to cut back 

their part of the hedge as a matter of urgency. 

 

5.  Finance 

5.1  The Parish Council approved the following invoices (retrospective):  Green Scythe (August and 

September grass cutting) £349.20 and £232.80, CDC dog bin emptying £274.56. 

 

5.2 The Parish Council noted receipt of the precept on 15.9.21 £4462.50.     

 

5.3 The Parish Council reviewed and agreed the revised forecast as at 30.09.21 and noted the 

statement of reserves as at 30.03.21. Cllr Foxcroft advised that this year there was an overspend 

on grass cutting and this would be reviewed at the next budget planning meeting. 

 

6.  Planning Applications: The Parish Council considered all recent applications received from 

Cherwell District Council, as detailed below and any other planning applications submitted 

between the circulation of the agenda and the meeting. Responses were agreed as follows: 

 

As a neighbouring resident, Cllr Slingo declared an interest for items 6.2 and 6.3 and declared an 

interest having been consulted as a resident and having already responded to Cherwell District 

Council on that basis, and he did not take part in the discussion. Cllr Foxcroft, while a resident of 

The Green, had not been consulted as a neighbour so was not required to declare an interest. 

 

6.1 21/02986/F 2 The Orchard: Two storey rear/side extension and associated internal alterations. 
Comments due by 12 October 2021. The Parish Council agreed a response by email: The Parish 
Council has no objections but comments that there is a concern the proposed extension may 
have an impact on drainage around the substantial pond at the neighbouring property Pond 
House. The Parish Council also noted that the occupants of Pond House have not been 
consulted. Cllr Foxcroft agreed to raise this matter with Cllr Hughes to understand how the 
planning consultation algorithm works. 

 
6.2  21/03033/F 3 The Green: Single storey side extension. Comments due by 18 October 2021. The 

Parish Council raised no objections. 
 

6.3 21/03127/F (resubmission of 20/02579/F) Land to the rear of The Lodge: Erection of detached 
dwelling with parking, access, landscaping and associated works. Comments due by 20 October 
2021. The Parish Council objected to this application on the following grounds: 

 

Horton cum Studley village is awash with Green belt, and is a category C village. The Parish 
Council would like this area to be a green landscaped space with no further building. 
Whilst the Parish Council acknowledges an improvement in these plans, there remain concerns 
around the additional traffic which will be generated by the occupants of the new houses.  The 
Green is a pedestrian route to the Village Hall, the village playground and the playing fields. 



These amenities are used by the whole village, and any additional traffic is a danger to anyone 
using that pedestrian route. 
The plans also now include a hedge in front of the former Lodge, which has been put in place 
without planning permission and these changes seek to establish this hedge as a legal 
development. The Parish Council has already raised with Cherwell District Council that this is a 
planning enforcement issue, and is an accident waiting to happen as any traffic pulling out from 
The Green can no longer see traffic descending Horton Hill. This is a serious safety concern and 
a death trap for cyclists who will not be visible. In addition it will be the cause of ongoing 
disputes regarding the trimming of any future hedge. The Parish Council suggests that rather 
that the current illegal hedge, it should be replaced by either a low wall, which would be in 
keeping with the houses on The Green, or a low picket fence. 
 
To support our concerns regarding traffic onto The Green, the Parish Council would like to point 
out there are changes to the parking spaces at the front from those originally featured when 
the Otmoor Lodge redevelopment was approved in June 2015. At that time the conversion 
involved four dwellings with a total of 8 car parking spaces. Now there are three dwellings but 
still 8 spaces, with 2 of these having been shifted to the rear of the dwellings, incorporated with 
the spaces for the Lodge Cottages. There are now 15 spaces over the whole plot compared with 
14 previously, and with one less dwelling. Of these, the (two) access points within The Green (a 
fairly narrow road with a footpath on only one side) is potentially for 9 vehicles rather than 6 
previously. 
 
The response contained within the planning application question 6 is factually incorrect, it 
states that the site is not currently vacant when it actually is, as we understand that there are 
no permanent occupants in Jackdaw, Ryecroft or East Wing since the building work which 
started in 2017 continues today. 

 
6.4 21/03198/F The former Lodge: Conversion to 3 No. dwellings with related landscaping and 

external works. Comments due 27 October 2021. The Parish Council objected to this application 
on the same grounds as application number 21/03127/F. 

  

7. Parish Newsletters: It was agreed to include information about the Parish Council meetings and 

to alert parishioners to the potential issue of hare coursing in the next Four Parishes newsletter. 

It was agreed to include details of dog fouling in the next village newsletter.  

 

8. Correspondence:   

8.1  Cllr Foxcroft updated the Parish Council on local development within the county. She reported 

that residents in Barton and Bayswater were already noticing an increase in traffic from the new 

development at Bayswater Brook. She advised that South Oxfordshire District Council had 

recently passed a motion disagreeing with the levels of housing relating to the Government’s 

development plans for the OxCam Arc, and that a local Green MP planned to propose the same 

motion to Cherwell District Council.  She reported that the waterpark development at Weston 

on the Green and the lorry park at Ardley were going ahead, but there was no further news on 

the lorry park development at Waterstock. 

 

8.2 Cllr Badger reported that there were signs that illegal hare coursing had taken place in one of 

his field in the evening of the 13 October, and that it was also taking place around other local 

surrounding villages. Parishioners are advised to be vigilant and if any parishioner witnesses an 

incident, they should report it to the police immediately.   

 

9. Future Agenda Items:  An update on the Magnolia Park development, an update on the 

purchase of dog mess signs for the Millennium Hall. 



 

9.1 The Parish Council noted that items for the next agenda should be submitted to the Clerk by 5  

November 2021. 

 

10. Date of Next Meeting:  (Virtual):  11 November 2021 at 7.30pm via Google Meet. 

 

Signed: __________________________________Cllr Sarah Foxcroft    Date: ____________ 

  

 


