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Horton-cum-Studley Parish Council 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council 
held on Thursday 10 November 2016 at 7.30pm 

In the Millennium Hall 

 
Present: Sarah Foxcroft (Chair), Colin Badger, Barbara Jewell, David Prosser and Alexia Lewis (Clerk). 
 
1. Apologies were received from Andrew Payne. 

 
2. Public Participation:  Three members of the public attended.  

 
Jill Meyjes reported that Oxfordshire County Council has a small fleet of 16 seater buses which have become 
partially redundant and could be used to supply an off peak service within the county. 
 
The bus and driver can be charged out to parishes at £20 per hour for a return journey into Oxford, and villages 
could link together to reduce costs. The County Council plans to offer those interested 8 free trips to see how the 
scheme works.  The scheme would operate as a membership and would not be a scheduled bus service.  
 
It was agreed to investigate the possibility of linking with Beckley, and to clarify that parishes would be charged 
for the duration of the bus journeys only, not waiting time between journeys or time travelling to get to the 
villages. The Chair thanked Jill for her continued, tireless work in trying to secure a bus service for the village. 
 

3. Minutes of the last meeting 13 October 2016 were approved. 
 

4. Matters Arising: 
 

4.1 
 
 
 
4.2 
 
 

Merriemakers, Horton Hill. Two members of the public attended for this item. Once the outcome of the planning 
application for refurbishment has been received, an appeal against refusal will be lodged by the owners of 
Merriemakers for the temporary installation of a caravan for use during the refurbishment period.   
 
Purchase of a new SID (Speed Indicator Device): The Committee approved the purchase of one new mobile SID 
which could be moved around the village, to maximise the impact on speeding traffic. Barbara Jewell will seek 
further clarification of the full cost of the device, which is expected to be in the region of £2,600 excluding VAT. 
 

5. Councillors’ Reports 
 

5.1 District Councillor: Cllr Tim Hallchurch’s report for November 2016 is available on the village website.   
 

5.2 Police and Speed Watch: Barbara Jewell reported that the Speed Watch team needs around 40 members to work 
effectively, and not be too onerous for any one person. Parishioners are urged to contact Barbara to sign up to the 
team. Speed Watch will be discussed at the Parish Council meeting in January 2017 to which everyone (current 
members and anyone interested in joining the scheme) is invited to attend. 
 

5.3 Almshouses: Colin Badger advised that there was nothing to report. 
 

5.4 Church: Andrew Payne sent his apologies. 
 

5.5 Millennium Hall Committee: Sarah Foxcroft reported that the village Christmas event will be on 19 December 
2016. She reported that there had been a good number of bookings for weddings next year. 
 

5.6 Roads, Signs, Footpaths and Grass Cutting:  David Prosser advised that there was nothing to report. 
 

6. Finance: The following invoices were approved for payment: 
 

 
 
 

Parchments printing newsletter £170.82(retrospective) and CDC dog bin emptying 6 months 
£240.24(retrospective). 
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6.1  It was agreed  to purchase thank you gifts for the newsletter editor, designer and distributors as well as for the 
transport representative who has been working tirelessly to keep a bus service for the village. 

  
7. Planning: The following planning decision notices from CDC were noted: 

 
 16/01764/OUT Evelyn’s Farm: two sustainable dwelling houses. Refused. 

 
16/01633/F Greene House: Erection of 4 bay garage with home office and storage. New access to road improving 
sight lines. Refused. 
 

8. 
 

Parish Newsletters: There was nothing to report.   
 

9. 
 
9.1 
 
 
9.2 

Correspondence:  
 
A notice has been received regarding the telephone box, which has been marked for removal as there has only 
been 1 telephone call made from this box in the last year. The Committee raised no objections to this. 
 
An offer has been received concerning parishioners who might need extra assistance during a power outage this 
winter. They can register with Scottish and Southern Electricity Networks who would come out and ensure 
vulnerable households are looked after during a sustained power outage. It is a free service, and any information 
provided is strictly confidential. Help includes a visit to the home and depending on needs, they will provide 
assistance from supplying generated power to the house, to offering hot meals, drinks and reassurance. In 
addition their Emergency Service Centre will call during the outage, checking the owner is ok and giving updates 
on the estimated time of power restoration. To register please contact: Helen Vass on 01865 845800, mobile 
07876 837305 or by email helen.vass@sse.com 

  
10. Future Agenda Items: Speed Indicator Device 

 
11. Date of Next Meeting: Thursday 8 December 2016 at 7.30pm in the Millennium Hall. 
  
  

Signed:                                                                     Sarah Foxcroft, Chair                    Date: 
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